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Whitewater Township 

 5777 Vinton Road       231-267-5141 

 P.O. Box 159     www.whitewatertownship.org 

 Williamsburg, Michigan 49690  
 
 
 

 
 

STAFF REPORT/Zoning Board of Appeals 

Case # ZBA-2023-04 

 
1. Applicant(s)     

 

Applicant(s) / Owners:  Wistrand, Marc and Lorraine 

2942 Five Mile Road 

    Traverse City, Michigan 49686 

     

                                                                                                    

Site Address,               10400 Orchard Lane | Williamsburg, Michigan 49690 

    Parcel ID# 28-13-110-002-01 

     

Property Description [28-13-110-002-01]- PT OF GOV LOT 2 SEC 10 T28N R9W BEING THE S 200' OF N 300' OF S 
700' OF SAID GOV LOT; EXCEPT W 649.6' MORE FULLY DESCRIBED AS; COM W 1/4 CRN OF SAID SEC 10 ALSO SW 
CRN OF GOV LOT 2; TH S 89 DEG 31'56" E 649.58' TH N 400.61' TO POB; TH CON N 200' TH S 89 DEG 32'0" E 379.46' 
TO PT ON SHORE OF ELK LAKE; TH S 06 DEG 06'09" W 200.96' TH N 89 DEG 32'0" W 358.09' TO POB. SAID PARCEL 
EXTENDS ESTRLY TO WATERS OF ELK LK WITH RIPARIAN RIGHTS THEREON. SUBJ TO EXISTING ESMT, AND 20' 
ROW, RESERVATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD. AKA PARCEL 1. 
 

Zoned: R1-Residential 

 

Site Plan: [illustrations / drawings attached]  

 

  

2. Development Proposal 

 

2.1 The property owner seeks to build a residential accessory structure that will encroach into 

the rear yard required setback approximately 20’ to within approximately 10’ of the west 

property line on Parcel #28-13-110-002-01. 

 

      

 
Proposed 30’ x 
60’ building 
location 

 Existing house 

 Private road 
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2.2 Action Report – The Applicant is: 

   

1)  Property owner is requesting a dimensional variance from the required 30’ rear yard 

setback foot from the west property line required in Article XII, Building Sizes, Lot Sizes, 

and Yard Requirements, Schedule of Regulations in order to permit an encroachment of 

approximately 20’ (to be within 10’ of the west / rear property line. 

 

2.3 Background: 

   

1.        The applicant initiated contact regarding the buildable area of the  

subject property in relationship to the required R1 zoning district setbacks and 

Orchard Lane, a private road. 

 

2.       The applicant(s) submitted the application, site plan, and requisite fee to the Zoning 

      Administrator in July of 2023.  The application and supporting materials lacked 

 sufficient detail.  The applicant and the zoning administrator met on site at least 

 twice to confirm details  required for a site plan to be submitted to the ZBA 

 

3. Posting, publication, and notification were all performed at least 15 days prior to the 

scheduled February 22, 2024 public hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

 

 

 
  

    

 

See detailed drawings / survey sketches provided by applicant and included in this packet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Subject parcel w/ Orchard 
Lane (private road / 
easement) 

 Proposed building area 
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Staff Comment: Although NOT required by the Whitewater Township Zoning 

Ordinance, staff recommended and the applicant agreed to submit a basic site plan 

| visual image to aid the Zoning Board of Appeals in the review and decision-

making process. 

 

 

A Non-Use variance is subject to the ZBA finding that a Practical Difficulty exists  

demonstrated by the applicant based up the following review standards: 

 

1. Granting the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and will not be contrary 

to the spirit and intent of this Ordinance. 

 

2. Granting the variance shall not permit the establishment within a zoning district of any 

use, which is not permitted by right within the district.  

 

Staff Comment: This is NOT a use variance request – customary residential uses 

such as dwelling and accessory buildings and structures are permitted by right. 

 

3. Granting the variance will not cause any significant adverse effect to property in the 

    vicinity or in the zoning district or the Township. 

 

4. There are practical difficulties on the site which unreasonably prevent the owner from   

using the property for a permitted purpose without presenting an excessive burden and the 

practical difficulty not resulting from any act of the applicant. 

  

5. The variance will do substantial justice to the applicant, but the decision shall not 

bestow the property special development rights not enjoyed by other properties in the same 

district, or which might result in substantial adverse impacts on properties in the vicinity 

which may endanger the public health, safety or welfare. 
 

  6. The requested variance is the minimum necessary to permit reasonable use of the land.  

 

7. The practical difficulty is not self-created. 

 

  

 

Respectfully submitted for consideration by the Whitewater Township Zoning Board of  Appeals, 

 

  
 Robert (Bob) Hall 

 Zoning Administrator  
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LEGAL NOTICE
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Please be advised that on February 22, 2024, the Whitewater Township ZONING
BOARD OF APPEALS will conduct a public hearing at a regular meeting at 7:00
p.m.  at  the  Whitewater  Township  Hall,  5777 Vinton Road,  Williamsburg,  MI
49690.  The public hearing will be to consider the following:  

The applicants are requesting that the Zoning Board of Appeals grant a 20' di-
mensional  variance in  the R1-Residential zoning district  from the required 30'
rear yard setback for the placement of an accessory building within 10' of a prop-
erty line.  The subject property is located at 10400 Orchard Lane, parcel #28-13-
110-002-01.

All persons are welcome and will be heard concerning the request.  A copy of the
application and zoning ordinance are available for viewing at the township hall.
Written comments will be received up and until the time of the meeting on Febru-
ary 22, 2024, and should be addressed to the Whitewater Township Zoning De-
partment, P.O. Box 159, Williamsburg, MI 49690. 

Whitewater Township will  provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and ser-
vices to individuals with disabilities who plan on attending. Contact the Township
Supervisor at (231) 267-5141 ext 23 as soon as possible.

If a Zoom facilitator is available, the meeting may be available remotely.  Check
www.whitewatertownship.org for a link to this meeting on the Zoning Board of
Appeals page a few days in advance of the meeting.     

February 4, 2024- 1T 611615


