
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
AGENDA FOR APRIL 9, 2019 MEETING 
7:00 p.m. at the Whitewater Township Hall 
5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690 

Phone 231-267-5141/Fax 231-267-9020 
 

Please silence your electronic devices. 
 
 

A. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call of Board Members 
C. Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
D. Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
 
E. Public Comment  
 Any person shall be permitted to address a meeting of the township board.  Public comment 

shall be carried out in accordance with the following board rules and procedures: 
1. Comments shall be directed to the board, with questions directed to the chair. 
2. Any person wishing to address the board shall speak from the lectern and state his or her 

name and address. 
3. Persons may address the board on matters that are relevant to township government 

issues. 
4. No person shall be allowed to speak more than once on the same matter, excluding the 

time needed to answer board members’ questions.  The chair shall control the amount of 
time each person shall be allowed to speak, which shall not exceed five (5) minutes. 

5. In order to avoid unscheduled debates, the board generally will not comment or respond 
to presenters.  Silence or non-response from the board should not be interpreted as 
disinterest or disagreement by the board.   

 
F. Public Hearing (none) 
 
G. Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments 

1. County Board of Commissioners Report 
2. County Road Commissioner Report 
3. Mobile Medical Response Report 
4. Fire Department Report 
5. Planning Commission Report 
6. Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Report 
  

H. Consent Calendar  
Receive and File 
1. Supervisor’s Report for March 2019 
2. Clerk/Parks & Recreation Administrator’s Report for March 2019 
3. Zoning Administrator’s Report for March 2019 
4. Mobile Medical Response March 2019 Activity Reports  
5. Fire Department Amended February 2019 Report  
6. Fire Department March 2019 Report (to be transmitted separately) 
7. Approved 01/09/2019 Historical Society Minutes 
8. Approved 01/24/2019 Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes 
9. Approved 02/11/2019 Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Minutes  
 
 



 
Correspondence 
1. Grand Traverse County Sheriff Department Statistics for January/February/March 2019 

(delayed due to technical issue at county) 
2. Michigan Capital Confidential Article 03/04/2019:  Ban It?  Tax It?  Leave it Alone?  

Michigan Cities and Airbnb 
3. E-mail 03/07/2019 Dave Hauser re: Skegemog Point Road 
4. Letter 03/20/2019 Gourdie-Fraser re: Parcel 13-004-038-00 
  
Minutes 
1. Recommend approval of 03/04/2019 special meeting minutes, 03/07/2019 special 

meeting minutes, 03/12/2019 regular meeting minutes, 03/13/2019 special meeting 
minutes, 03/18/2019 special meeting minutes, 03/25/2019 special meeting minutes, and 
03/26/2019 regular meeting minutes 

 
Bills for Approval 
1. Approval of Alden State Bank vouchers # 43791 through 43851 
2. Approval of First Community Bank Miami Beach vouchers # 1252 
3. Approval of First Community Bank WMDLS vouchers # (none) 
 
Budget Amendments (none) 
 
Revenue & Expenditure Report (none) 
 

I. Unfinished Business 
1. Emergency Services Building Driveway Project (no documents) 
2. Proposed Pumper Tanker Purchase (Update from Chief Flynn)  
3. Additional .ORG E-mail Addresses 01/08/2019 (no update/no documents) 
 

J. New Business 
1. Pumper Tanker Sealed Bid Opening (no documents in packet) 
2. Approval of County Road Improvement Agreement for 2019 (Brining) 
3. Resolution #19-09 Elk Rapids Schools Summer Tax Collection 
4. Approve Bid for Shower Renovations at Whitewater Township Park 
5. Approval of Beacon Athletics Purchase – New Dugouts at Hi Pray Park 
6. Approval of Road/Site Work at Whitewater Township Park  
 

K. Tabled Items 
 1. Review Administrative Policy Section 5 (tabled 10/14/2014) 
 2. Review Ordinance 22 Pension Plan (tabled 10/25/2016) 

3. Review Whitewater Township Planning & Zoning Fees (tabled 02/28/2017) 
 
L. Board Comments/Discussion  
M. Announcements 

1. Next meeting date - May 14, 2019 
N. Public Comment 
O. Adjournment  
 
Whitewater Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities 
who are planning to attend.  Contact the township clerk at 231-267-5141 or the TDD at 800-649-3777. 



To:  Township Board Members 
 
From: Cheryl A. Goss, Township Clerk 
 
Date: 04/01/2019 
 
Re:  Consent Calendar for 04/09/2019 Township Board Meeting 
 

 
Receive and File 
1. Supervisor’s Report for March 2019 
2. Clerk/Parks & Recreation Administrator’s Report for March 2019 
3. Zoning Administrator’s Report for March 2019 
4. Mobile Medical Response March 2019 Activity Reports  
5. Fire Department Amended February 2019 Report  
6. Fire Department March 2019 Report (to be transmitted separately) 
7. Approved 01/09/2019 Historical Society Minutes 
8. Approved 01/24/2019 Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes 
9. Approved 02/11/2019 Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Minutes  
 
Correspondence 
1. Grand Traverse County Sheriff Department Statistics for January/February/March 2019 

(delayed due to technical issue at county) 
2. Michigan Capital Confidential Article 03/04/2019:  Ban It?  Tax It?  Leave it Alone?  

Michigan Cities and Airbnb 
3. E-mail 03/07/2019 Dave Hauser re: Skegemog Point Road 
4. Letter 03/20/2019 Gourdie-Fraser re: Parcel 13-004-038-00 
  
Minutes 
1. Recommend approval of 03/04/2019 special meeting minutes, 03/07/2019 special 

meeting minutes, 03/12/2019 regular meeting minutes, 03/13/2019 special meeting 
minutes, 03/18/2019 special meeting minutes, 03/25/2019 special meeting minutes, and 
03/26/2019 regular meeting minutes 

 
Bills for Approval 
1. Approval of Alden State Bank vouchers # 43791 through 43851 
2. Approval of First Community Bank Miami Beach vouchers # 1252 
3. Approval of First Community Bank WMDLS vouchers # (none) 
 
Budget Amendments (none) 
 
Revenue & Expenditure Report (none) 
 
An appropriate motion would be:  Motion to approve Consent Calendar items as 
presented. 
 

# # # 



Whitewater Township Supervisor’s Report 
 

March 2019 

 

Supplemental 

 
Recently, as many know, I have traveled out of town to receive medical treatment and appointed 

Mr. Ron Bachi, Whitewater Township Deputy Supervisor. I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Mr. Bachi for his service to the community during my time away. Ron has given of 

himself greatly, sometimes placing the needs of the Township above those of his own business, 

in the name of service to his community. Mr. Bachi’s long established leadership skills and 

professionalism are two hallmarks which make his presence at Township Board meetings and 

other functions invaluable. Similar to the Deputy Clerk, and Deputy Treasurer Positions 

(nonelected) in the Township, the Deputy Supervisor cannot vote on Board Action Items 

however, does complete the other tasks of the Office as approved by the remaining Board 

members.  Mr., Bachi’s email address is WWTDeputySuper@outlook.com if you would like to 

forward any correspondence to him. 

 

Another THANK YOU to the various folks who have been videotaping the Township Board 

Meetings and forwarding them to me providing timely insight to the Township Board’s 

proceedings in my brief absence. 

 

 

1)  Investigate citizen observations:  
 

A. Deputy Supervisor, Ron Bachi, met with a Skegemog Point Road Resident who is concerned 

about early morning and late night mining noises being generated by the gravel pit on the road. 

Since the operation changed hands, the activity level at the pit has increased significantly, 

trucks using jake brakes, and rate of traffic speed are among the observations. 

B. Similar written observations have been reported to the Township Board (see correspondence 

April 9, 2019) by another resident.  

 

 

 

2)     Office duties: 
 

      
 A. Meetings: 

 

 

1) Job Description generation is underway for the newly created/budgeted Historical 

Society position. Thank you to Luann Snider for all of her help with this item.  

 

2) Fire Chief Brandon Flynn meeting with Machin Engineering regarding a possible 

driveway project at the fire station.  

 

3) Several meetings with Ron Bachi, Whitewater Township Deputy Supervisor bringing 

that position up to speed on Township Board functions, Open Meeting Acts, and 2019-

2020 budget recommendations/proceedings have been the main focus.  

mailto:WWTDeputySuper@outlook.com


 

 

 

B. Other Items of Interest: 

 

1) None at this time. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Ron Popp 

Whitewater Township Supervisor. 



Clerk/Parks & Recreation Administrator’s Report for March 2019   
 

To: Whitewater Township Board Members 
 
From: Cheryl A. Goss, Township Clerk 
 
Date: 04/01/2019 
 
This report details activity in the Clerk’s office since my last report dated 03/07/2019. 
 
Meetings Attended (in addition to Township Board meetings):   
1. 03/11/2019 Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee  
2. 03/13/2019 Jim Sundberg re: Online Reservation Site Testing 
3. 03/26/2019 Jim Sundberg re: Online Reservation Site Testing 
4. 03/28/2019 Grand Traverse County Municipal Clerks’ Association 
 
Elections:  There is no election in May. 
 
Recodification of Zoning Ordinance:  I have spoken to two of the recodification companies 
about getting an additional quote for the general ordinances.  A number of those ordinances need 
to be scanned.  Once all the scanning is done, all of the general ordinances will be transmitted to 
all three companies for the additional quote. 
 
Article 11, Recreational RC-1:  I have asked our zoning administrator to help with this 
research.  She is working on it as time allows. 
 
Miami Beach Sewer System:  The board spent an hour on this issue at the 3/26 meeting.  We 
are now awaiting documents to be prepared.   
   
Whitewater Township Park:  There are a couple final tweaks to the reservation site, but other 
than that, it is ready for business on Monday, April 8th.  Free Camping Weekend reservations 
began today and are being handled by park rangers.  The DNR Waterways grant application has 
been submitted.  There is pre-opening work to do at the park; see New Business items 4 and 6. 
 
Hi Pray Park/Battle Creek Natural Area/Lossie Road Nature Trail/Petobego Natural Area:   
The Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee has a lot of projects scheduled for this summer, 
most of which have received grant funds.  See New Business item 5 regarding the dugouts.  We 
need to order these now as it will take 6-7 weeks to get them.   
 
PRAC Alternate:  A local citizen recently dropped off an Application for Appointment to the 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee.  This has been passed along to the supervisor.  
Hopefully, we can get an alternate soon. 
 
Other News:  Happy Spring! 

 
# # # 



Planning & Zoning Department 
Whitewater Township 
P.O. Box 159 5777 Vinton Road 
Williamsburg, MI 49690 
 
 
 
Date: March 26, 2019 
To: Whitewater Township Board of Trustees 
From: Lindsey Wolf, Zoning Administrator 
Subject: March 2019 Report 
 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
Here is a summary of the activities from the Planning & Zoning Department for March 2019: 
 
Land Use Permits issued: 0 
Land Divisions: 1 Pending 
Planning Commission: Met on March 6, 2019 
Zoning Board of Appeals: Will meet on March 28, 2019 
 
Other Activities: 

 Dawn updated my computer with the most recent BSA so we can continue to have timely 
communication regarding open and closed permits.  

 Coordination with County Building Department regarding permits. 

 In the process of researching the RC district/5 acre minimum zoning ordinance amendment and historic 
maps. I am putting together a detailed report with supporting documentation regarding this ordinance 
amendment.  

 Attended the March 12, 2019 Board Meeting for planning and zoning related items. 

 Revised event barn survey language for Board consideration based on public comment. 

 The March eNewsletter was created and sent to the board for approval (due to the subject 
matter/neutrality). Next month’s issue will be dedicated to Spring Cleaning: how to file a junk complaint, 
cleanup day, hazardous waste disposal. I’ve been continuing to hear how much this extra form of 
communication is appreciated by the community. 

 Researched stand-alone storage buildings in other communities for the Planning Commission. Will share 
findings at April 3, 2019 meeting.  

 Master Plan 2020 5 year review: necessary items vs. what’s in WWT’s current plan. Preparing findings of 
fact/ proposed timeline for review for PC. 

 Discussion and guidance on upcoming zoning variance requests for March, April, and May.  

 Compilation of Zoning Board of Appeals Materials: site visit, publications, mailers, agenda, staff report, 
packets, website updates. 

 Compilation of Planning Commission Materials: agenda, packets, training opportunities website 
updates, staff report. 

 ZBA case files/organization. There was no rhyme or reason as to the organization and “filing” of these 
case files in the past.  

 
Respectfully,  

Lindsey Wolf, Zoning Administrator 

 



Fractile Response Time 
Company IS MOBILE MEDICAL RESPONSE; AND Trip Date IS BETWEEN03/01/2019 AND 03/31/2019; AND Initial Priority IS P-1 Life Threatening 
Emergency OR P-2 Emergency No Lights OR P-3 Downgrade (No Us/Sirens) ; AND Dispatch Zones IS GT-Whitewater; .. . 

MOBILE MEDICAL RESPONSE 
Cumulative Percent Cumulative Percent 

Call Count Call Count of Total Calls of Total Calls 

03:00 - 03:59 20% 20% 

04:00 - 04:59 2 20% 40% 

05:00 - 05:59 3 20% 60% 

06:00 - 06:59 4 20% 80% 

12:00 - 12:59 5 20% 100% 

Total Calls for MOBILE MEDICAL RESPONSE: 5 

RescueNetTM Reporting 

\\MMRZOLLFS\RESCUENET\REPORTS32\CUSTOM\STEVE\FRACTILE RESPONSE WITH LATE DOW.RPT 
Printed on 4/1/201 9, 5:32:19AM Page 1 



Demand Analysis by Day of Week for Whitewater Twp 

From 03/01/2019 to 03/31/2019 

1.SUN 6.FRI Total 

06:00- 06:59 1 0 1 

12:00- 12:59 0 1 1 

19:00 - 19:59 2 0 2 

21 :00 - 21 :59 0 1 1 

Total 3 2 5 I 



Requests by Nature of Call in Whitewater Twp 

From 03/01/2019 to 03/31/2019 

Total 

Chest Pain (Non-Traumatic) I 

Overdose I Poisoning (Ingestion) I 

Sick Person (Specific Diagnosis) 3 

Total 51 



Transport Count by Month 

3/2018 4/2018 5/2018 6/2018 7/2018 8/2018 9/2018 10/2018 11/2018 12/2018 1/2019 2/2019 3/2019 Total 

Village of Elk Rapids 13 15 6 16 10 18 13 13 14 8 11 14 7 158 

Elk Rapids Twp 4 5 7 5 3 6 10 5 5 8 10 6 5 79 

Milton Twp 9 8 15 7 6 11 10 15 6 11 8 8 8 122 

Whitewater Twp 13 17 14 12 20 12 8 16 20 21 9 11 4 177 

Torch Lk Twp 0 0 1 2 0 2 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 10 

Kalkaska County 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 

GT County 1 2 5 1 4 3 2 4 4 2 2 3 1 34 

Total 40 49 48 44 44 52 44 53 50 51 41 43 26 585 



WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Committed to proudly serving the community with professionalism and integrity. 

8380 OLD M-72  PO BOX 9  WILLIAMSBURG, MICHIGAN 49690   231.267.5969  FIRECHIEF@WHITEWATERTOWNSHIP.ORG 

Amended February 2019 Monthly Report 

Alarms:  
The fire department responded to 9 emergency calls in February. Three vehicle accidents, 
an EMS assist, CO alarm activation, vehicle fire and 3 hazard calls from a storm in the 
area on February 24. 

Training:  
Four training sessions were held including vehicle maintenance, two vehicle extrication 
demonstrations held at the Turtle Creek Casino maintenance garage and the annual 
required SCBA fit testing. 

Meetings/Other: 
Attended a meeting with the Zoning Administrator for a proposed project, February 11 
County Fire Chiefs meeting, February 13 
The Fire Chief attended a 12 hour arson detection class on February 16 & 17 hosted by 
Ludington Fire Department. 
LPT meeting February 18 
LEPC and 911 meetings on February 21 

General: 
The Fire Department conducted one Pre-Incident Survey this month at Chemical Control 
Co. 

A crew provided standby services to the 43 annual VASA Ski Race on February 9, 2019. 
No emergency services were needed in Whitewater Township. 

In November 2018, the Fire Chief requested a replacement brush truck from the 
Michigan DNR. We were advised on February 7, 2019 that our request was granted. The 
Fire Chief and Firefighter Jennett went to Lansing on February 12 to look at the options. 
It was determined that the vehicles that are available will not work for us at this time. 
The DNR advised us to check back periodically for a vehicle that will fit our need. 

As a result of the 2% award granted to Whitewater Twp. Fire Department we have hosted 
two extrication equipment demonstrations. On Monday February 4, a representative from 
Apollo Fire Equipment showed us the Hurst EDraulic Series tools. On Monday February 
11, a representative from First-Due Fire Supply showed us the Holmatro EVO Series 
tools. Both are the latest technology in battery operated tools. After very little discussion, 
the Hurst EDraulic tools were ordered from Apollo. 



 

 
                   WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 

8380 OLD M-72  PO BOX 9  WILLIAMSBURG, MICHIGAN 49690   231.267.5969  FIRECHIEF@WHITEWATERTOWNSHIP.ORG 

 

 
Committed to proudly serving the community with professionalism and integrity. 

 
 
On Friday February 22, 2019, pumper/tanker bid packets were sent to 7 manufacturers 
via email. Attached is the cover letter that accompanied the truck specifications with 
corrections as determined by the Township Board at the February 12, 2019 regular 
meeting. The vendors include:  

• CSI/Spartan 
• Halt/Pierce 
• Front Line/Rosenbauer 
• West Shore/E-One 
• Apollo/Sutphen 
• Kodiak/HME 
• Spencer 

All vendors have accepted the bid pack except for Front Line/Rosenbauer which declined 
to bid due to their current work load. The sealed bids are due on April 2, 2019 and will be 
opened publicly at the regular Township Board Meeting on April 9, 2019. 
 
 



 

                   WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 
8380 OLD M-72  PO BOX 9  WILLIAMSBURG, MICHIGAN 49690   231.267.5969  FIRECHIEF@WHITEWATERTOWNSHIP.ORG 

 

 
Committed to proudly serving the community with professionalism and integrity. 

 
 

Dear Bidder, 

You are invited to bid on a new pumper/tanker apparatus for the Whitewater Township 
Fire Department. 

This apparatus will respond to all fire related calls in our jurisdiction and perform as a 
pumper or tanker as needed. It should carry 2000 gallons of water and be equipped with 
a 1250 GPM fire pump. 

It is required that this apparatus be manufactured to the latest version of the NFPA 
1901 Standards for Automotive Fire Apparatus. The apparatus is categorized as a NFPA 
Chapter 5 Pumper Fire Apparatus. In addition to the NFPA, the apparatus shall be 
compliant with all DOT, SAE, FMVSS and the State of Michigan motor vehicle 
regulations. 

Whitewater Township or the Whitewater Township Fire Department shall not be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions concerning the NFPA in our bid specifications. It 
is each bidder’s responsibility to ensure your bid is fully compliant with the latest 
version of the NFPA Standards for Automotive Fire Apparatus. The NFPA 1901 Standards 
for Automotive Fire Apparatus shall take precedence in areas of conflict between our 
specifications and the standard. 

Each bidder agrees by submitting a proposal that your proposal may not be modified, 
withdrawn or cancelled for 60 days after submission. Furthermore, your bid price must 
be valid for 60 calendar days following the specified date of submission. 

Whitewater Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any 
informality when it is deemed to be in the best interest of the fire department and 
community as a whole. 

All bids must be sealed and received at the address shown below by Tuesday April 2, 
2019. The bids will be opened publicly at our regular board meeting on Tuesday April 9, 
2019 at a time determined by the agenda. Any bids received after the deadline stated 
above will be returned to the bidder unopened. It is each bidder’s responsibility to 
ensure that your bid is sealed, marked appropriately and delivered to the address 
shown below on time. Neither Whitewater Township nor the Whitewater Township Fire 
Department shall be held liable for late or non-delivery of bids. 

 



 

                   WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 
8380 OLD M-72  PO BOX 9  WILLIAMSBURG, MICHIGAN 49690   231.267.5969  FIRECHIEF@WHITEWATERTOWNSHIP.ORG 

 

 
Committed to proudly serving the community with professionalism and integrity. 

 

If your company chooses not to bid, we would like to request a “no bid response” letter 
or e-mail. 

All bids must be returned to:  Whitewater Township 
     P.O. Box 159, 5777 Vinton Rd. 
     Williamsburg, MI 49690 
 
Sealed bids must be clearly marked on the outside of the package with:  
“FIRE TRUCK BID” 
 
Questions regarding this bid package or no bid responses can be directed to Fire Chief 
Brandon Flynn at: firechief@whitewatertownship.org 
 
(This e-mail is to be used for business related to this bid package only and not for advertising or e-mail blasts) 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Brandon Flynn 
 
Brandon Flynn 
Fire Chief 
 
 
 
 
    
 

mailto:firechief@whitewatertownship.org


Call to Order: 

Whitewater Township Historical Society 
Minutes ofthe Meeting held on January 9, 2019 

-Meeting was called to order by Snider at 7:11 p,m, at the Whitewater Township Hall 
5777 Vmton Road, Williamsburg, MI. 49690 

Roll Call: 
-Members Present: Birlcs/Yes, Snider/Yes. 
-Members Absent: Lake 

Set I Adjust Agenda: 
-No Changes 

Approval of Minutes: 
-Birks made the motion to approve the October 10,2018 minutes and Snider seconded the motion. 
All in Favor: 2 I Opposed 0 
Motion Carried 

Public Comment: 
-Mike Jacobson can in to discuss our findings regarding the name of Battle Creek or if it's Bottle Creek. 

Correspondence: 
-Items that were donated by Kim Acker, this will be adding in New Business. 

Unfmished Business: 
-We were not able to conduct a meeting in November and December of2018. 
-We had more discussion on Battle or Bottle Creek. 

New Business: 
-Regarding the items that Kim Acker donated, there were some very nice photos and documents that 
will be a great addition, to our collection. 

Public Comment: 
-None 

Page 1 Historical Society 01/09/2019 



Adjournment: 
-Birks made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Snider seconded the motion 
-the meeting was adjourned by Snider at 8:34p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Luann Snider 
Historical Society Recording Secretary 

Page 2 Historical Society 01/09/2019 



Zoning Board of Appeals-01/24/2019     APPROVED 
 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
REGULAR MEETING OF January 24, 2019 

5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan 
 

Call to order by Chair at 7:08 p.m. 
Roll Call:  Bowen, Halstead, Hooper, Shaffer 
     Absent:   Benak, Lake, Alternate Garza 
Also in attendance:   Recording Secretary MacLean   
Set / Adjust Agenda:  Set 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest:  None 
Approval of Minutes:   

Motion to approve meeting minutes of November 29, 2018, as adjusted by Hooper, second by Bowen.  On voice 

vote, all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Scheduled Public Hearing:   

A.  Public Hearing on Appeal #19-001.  Pat and Lori Lannen, 10101 Miami Beach Rd., Williamsburg, MI  49690, 
is requesting a dimensional variance.  Parcel #28-13-310-008-00 is in the R-1 (Residential) Zoning District.   
a. Open Public Hearing on Appeal #19-001 at 7:12 p.m.  for Pat and Lori Lannen, parcel #28-13-310-008-00 

at 10101 Miami Beach Rd, Williamsburg, Michigan.  Requesting a dimensional variance of Article XII, Section 
12.11 – Schedule of Regulations – R-1, Minimum Side-yard setback and minimum rear-yard setback.  
Requesting a side-yard setback variance of 8’3” on the east side and a 28’6” variance rear-yard (road side) 
setback from the required 15’ side-yard setback and 30’rear-yard setback for construction of a garage to be 
attached to exiting home.    
 

b. Zoning Administrator Presentation:  The legal notice of public hearing was posted in the Record Eagle 
January 6, 2019.  Notices were also sent out to eleven property owners within 300 ft. of the property. 
Summary of staff report:  Ten variances have been granted on Miami Beach road for various setbacks.  
Water run-off has been a concern.  Noticed while driving through the area, and even though it is not a 
busy road, there is a sign indicating it is a deaf child area.  Need to grant a variance with the least 
amount of encroachment into the setbacks.   
   

c. Petitioner Presentation:   Pat Lannen:  Thank you for your time and attention.  It is a standard two car 
garage plus storage.  Regarding the safety issue of a deaf child.  There is no deaf child in the area.  There 
is 25’ from the garage to the road.  Water run-off will be completed as the house is with rock.  Trying to 
be mindful of the plan and layout of the house and land.  Many people in the area have been granted 
variances.  Moving the addition further in from the side yard setback would cover the entrance and 
possibly a window. 
  

d. Report on Site visits:  Halstead:  The shed will be moved to be within the set back or removed. 
Bowen:  The garage is going to be very close to the road. 
Hooper:  There is one similar on it is about 25’ from the garage to the road as this one would be. 
Hooper:  It is a 66’ road right of way.   
  

e. Correspondence:  Haggard Plumbing and Heating has no problem with granting the variance.  One 
neighbor verbally indicated support of the variance.       
 

f. Public speaking in favor of appeal   None. 
 



Zoning Board of Appeals-01/24/2019     APPROVED 
 

g. Public speaking in opposition of appeal:  None. 
 

h. Anyone wishing to speak on the appeal  None. 
 

i. Close Public Hearing on Appeal #19-001 at 7:37 p.m.    
 

j. Discussion of appeal:  Hooper:  Do not think it is a problem with the rear yard setback.  It is still quite a 
bit off the road.  Do have a problem with the side yard setback.  It can be moved over. 
Bowen:  Wrestling with this being self-created since they are the ones who built the house. 
Hooper:  We have done the rear yard setback.  We have not this on the side yard setback.  Covering the 
door may not be optimum but it is do-able and would help with how much of a variance is needed. 
Bowen:  One of the questions we must address is:  “Is it the minimum that is needed?”. 
Halstead:  It could be moved over, over the door. 
Shaffer:  Concerned with the side yard setback for safety in getting medical or fire equipment through.  
Bowen:  There are work arounds to not having to go through the garage to get into the house if it were 
moved. 
Shaffer:  You can see where there is a need. 
Hooper:  Our responsibility is to grant the minimum necessary. 
 

k. Findings of Fact:  
 

To obtain a nonuse (dimensional) variance, the applicant must show that a practical difficulty exists on the property 
by demonstrating that the applicable following review standards are met: 
 

1. Granting the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and will not be contrary to the spirit and 
intent of this Ordinance.  

 
Observing the spirit of the Ordinance means that the Zoning Board of Appeals understands the potential effects one or 
several variances could have on the effectiveness of the Ordinance. The fundamental purpose is to promote the health, 
safety, and general welfare of the inhabitants of the Township.  
 
To be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  YES __x__  NO ____ 
 

 
2. Granting the variance shall not permit the establishment within a zoning district of any use, which is not 

permitted by right within the district. 
 

Single family dwellings are a permitted use within the R-1 Zoning District. These dwellings can include an attached 
garage or detached.  
 
To be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  YES __x__  NO ____ 
 

 
 

3. Granting the variance will not cause any significant adverse effect to property in the vicinity or in the zoning 
district or the Township.  

 
The promotion of health, safety, and general welfare of the inhabitants of the Township is accomplished through: 
Securing safety from fire and other dangers and providing for safety in traffic, adequacy of parking and reduction in 
hazards to life and property (Article II Section 2.10(2)). It would be appropriate for the applicant to demonstrate how 



Zoning Board of Appeals-01/24/2019     APPROVED 
 

they will safely exit the proposed garage.  The measurement from the eave is 1’6” away from the rear property line, 
which is located along Miami Beach Road (a private road). There are several other structures in close vicinity– from my 
best aerial measurement they appear to be at least 5’-6’ from the property line/ROW.  
 
To be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  YES __x__  NO ____ 
 

 
4. There are practical difficulties on the site which unreasonably prevent the owner from using the property for 

a permitted purpose without presenting an excessive burden and the practical difficulty not resulting from 
any act of the applicant.  

 
Meeting this standard requires the requested variance be related to the characteristics of the property and not to the 
personal situation of the applicant.  
 
As stated earlier, the request for this variance is based upon practical difficulty due to unique conditions and 
circumstances of the land, which must be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals. The applicant states, “The house 
was built in 2003 without a garage. Because of the high water table there is no basement or crawl space for storage. The 
garage cannot be built to the west of the current cement driveway because of the underground 2 stage septic tank with 
electric pump and drain pipes to the community system. The new natural gas line is also on the west side of the lot. 
Moving the garage to the west side would also cover the entrance into the house.” In this case practical difficultly may 
be identified as a high water table.  
 
To be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  YES __x__  and  NO __x__ 
 

 
5. The variance will do substantial justice to the applicant, but the decision shall not bestow the property special 

development rights not enjoyed by the other properties in the same district, or which might result in 
substantial adverse impacts on properties in the vicinity which may endanger the public health, safety, or 
welfare.  

 
Property owners are given certain rights to use their property within the limits allowed by the Ordinance. There are 
several others who have been granted a variance to construct an attachment or accessory building within the permitted 
setbacks in this neighborhood.  It is also important to note that each variance granted on a case by case basis –because 
one variance is granted does not mean that another be granted in the same district. The current appeal must be 
explored to ensure that it will not adversely impact properties in the vicinity (refer to standard 3).  

 
To be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  YES __x__  NO ____ 
 

 
6. The requested variance is the minimum necessary to permit reasonable use of the land.  

 
Section 18.08 (B) states: No more than the minimum variance from the terms of the Ordinance shall be granted which is 
necessary to relieve the practical difficulty or necessary hardship.  
 
To be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  YES __x__ and  NO __x__ 
 

 
7. The practical difficulty is not self-created.  
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The lot is part of a platted subdivision: Lot 8 Clearwater Beach Subdivision. This platted subdivision was created on 
September 19, 1960. The lot was purchased by the applicant in 1999. Due to the 50’ setback from the water and the size 
of the lot (Lot Dimensions: 70’ x 150’ (10,500 ft2) approximately 0 .241 acres of land) there is not  a large building 
envelope. 
 
To be determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  YES __x__ and  NO __x__ 
 

 
Determining the answers to the seven (7) review standards should give us a well-supported foundation in regards to 
approving or denying the requested variance; as well as a well-supported foundation in case of an appeal to Circuit 
Court. Decisions related to zoning are rarely easy, and they are not usually a matter of right and wrong. The duties of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals require a balancing of the needs of the community and the rights of a property owner.  
 
It is also important to note:   Each variance granted shall become null and void unless the provisions of the variance have 
been utilized by the applicant within one (1) year after granting of the variance. An extension, not to exceed one year 
may be granted upon request of the applicant (Section 18.80(C)) .  

 
Based on the seven questions. 
As a group we seem to be in consensus that we have done similar variances in the area. 
 

l. Conclusion:  Grant a variance to approve the request for the rear yard setback.  Not approve the side 
yard setback variance.  There is sufficient space for the garage without encroaching on the side yard 
setback.  You can conform without a variance. 
Zoning Administrator Wolf notes that the fire chief indicates the emergency vehicles require a 
minimum of 10’.  
   

m. Reasons for Conclusion:  Rear yard setback is similar to other variances and garage settings in the area.  
Side yard setback is very close.   
 

n. Based on the findings of fact as presented. 
 

o. Decision:  Grant rear yard setback.  Not grant the side yard setback. 
 

p. Motion by Hooper, second by Bowen to grant the request for a rear yard setback variance of 28’6” and 
to not grant the requested side yard setback on the ZBA Appeal #19-001.      
Roll call vote:  Halstead-Yes; Hooper-Yes; Benak-NA; Shaffer-Yes; Lake-NA; Garza-NA.  Motion carried.   
 

Other Matters to be Reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals:   
              1.  Correspondence Received - None 

2.  Election of 2019 Officers: 
      Hooper recommends that we keep the officers the same, second by Halstead.  Bowen accepts to 
continue as Chair.  Halstead accepts to continue as Vice Chair.  Lake is not present but he can deny at the 
next meeting.   
Roll Call vote:  Bowen-Yes; Halstead-Yes; Lake-NA; Hooper-Yes; Benak-NA; Shaffer-Yes; Garza-NA. 
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
3.  Annual review of ZBA By-laws.  No changes.  
Motion by Halstead, second by Shaffer to keep the by-laws the same.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
4.  Resolution ZBA19-01, Fiscal year 2019/2020 Regular Meeting Dates.   
Motion by Bowen, second by Hooper to adopt the 2019/2020 meeting Resolution ZBA 19-01.   
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Roll call vote:  Lake-NA; Hooper-Yes; Benak-NA; Shaffer-Yes; Garza-NA; Bowen-Yes; Halstead-Yes.   
All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

Planning Commission Representative report:  Hooper:  Recodification moving forward.  We have been asked about 
Event Barns.  We feel a need to address the issue of event barns because someone, at some time, is going to want 
one and we just want to be ready.  They help to maintain large tracts of land.  Each PC member is doing a short bio 
for the April Newsletter.  Maybe the ZBA will be asked to do that also. 
 
Township Board Representative report:  Benak:  NA      
 
Zoning Administrator report:   Working on getting a survey together regarding event barns.  We are just looking for 
feed-back at this point.  Master Plan is due for a review in the next year.  Putting out a monthly e-newsletter. 
 
Decision form and Resolution signed by all present members. 
   
Next regularly scheduled meeting will be February 28, 2019, if it is necessary.   
  
Adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Recording Secretary 
Lois MacLean 
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Whitewater Township 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Regular Minutes for Monday, February 11, 2019 
 

Call to order 7:19 p.m. 

Roll Call:   Butler, Hubbell, Leach 

Absent:   Cosgrove, Melton 

Also in attendance Clerk Goss , notes and attendance  

Set / Approve Agenda:   Set 

Declaration of Conflict of Interest:   None 

Public Comment.  None 

Approval of minutes: 

Motion to approve minutes of January 21, 2019, by Leach,  second by Butler .  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 

Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments/Correspondence:    None.   
 

Unfinished Business:   

1.  Trail Maps discussion of map and key changes.  Color change of Lossie Road Nature Trail on parks map.  Leach notes 

that there is no parking on the east end of the Lossie Road Nature Trail.  Someone can talk to the school about using 

their adjacent acre of land for parking.  Make parking large enough to park a bus.  The plan is to make it an education 

trail with markings. 

GT Conservancy will likely help with the education markings on the trail. 

Clerk contacted the state regarding getting the Rec Plan map update.  No full approval needed.  We just need to have 

them update the two maps.  Consensus to have the Clerk send the updated maps for update on the DNR website.     

2.  “Stay on Trail” signs have not been installed yet.   Leach will get to that as soon as the weather allows. 

3.  Budget sheet presented.   

Josh Tress will remove old dugouts, leveling in dugout and batting cage, install diamond dust, estimate of $1,500 (not 

including the diamond dust) 

Electrical work – Clerk will contact Alpine Electric for an estimate.  Ryan Stibbs may be contacted. 

Osprey nest removal, move over, in the spring before the bird returns. 

Estimate for weed control. 

Contact Kyle Riegle about racking and dragging.  At some locations the parents take care of dragging and marking the 

fields; at others there is a maintenance person.  Need to get it “arched” correctly then it would be easier for 

maintenance.  The good chemicals are “restricted use” chemicals.   

Cleaning and striping the courts. 

Brush removal from around the fence. 

Weed kill on the playground, maybe for $100. 

Playground inspection appointments have been made for April 25, by JC Walker.  $750.    

Garden area at Hi Pray. 

Painting shed. 

Remove brush along the road at Petobego. 

Signage and kiosks. 

Looks like a complete list for Rec. 

The Clerk will bring the budget back and will make needed adjusted with the Board. 

WTP playground equipment, possibly add a slide, possibly a picnic table(have) or pedestal picnic table(buy) and/or 

bench(buy). 
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4.  Hi Pray batting cage:  Diamond dust, leveling and net – discussed.  Batting cage use:  GTC has no pitching machine, 

Milton has no rules about the batting cage (theirs is not covered).  Will discuss at the next meeting. 

Barb Beckett with YMCA in TC:  wants to know the distance between the bases, the distance to the fence, can the 

distances be changed and is alcohol allowed at both fields.  There were league rules.  At the Civic Center it is not allowed 

in the playground area or the fields but it is allowed in the parking lot.  Pavilion rental requires proof of proper home 

owners insurance if people will be consuming alcohol.  Melissa thinks the bases are measured out for softball and little 

league.  Map of ball fields with dimensions.  YMCA could buy and bring in a portable / removable pitching mound if they 

need that. 

There is a map in the Rec Plan. 

5.  Swings for WTP playground are in.  Need the hooks – not S hooks, need specific hooks.  May need to order. 

Bolts for merry-go-round will be needed. 

Campground playground won’t take a whole lot more work.   

Will plan a couple thousand for the Park Fund budget for finishing landing zone, brush and possibly landscaping.(English 

ivy?) 

Discussion of WTP beach playground equipment – it will be determined by the inspection.  The slide may, possibly, be 

able to be salvaged if an additional platform could be added. 

 

New Business: 

1.  Schedule projects: 

Signs will be discussed with the Conservancy walk through.  They will need to schedule their walk through in April. 

When to do the Hi Pray dugouts? – Rotary Good Works and Tribal grants toward the dugouts, batting cage, pitching 

machine, shed and tennis backboard totally $12,500. 

Net to protect the building from being hit when using the pitching machine or some way to protect the building.  Net vs. 

screen or fence.  It is permanent.  Net keeps the balls from ricocheting.  Net would have to be secured at the bottom – it 

will be heavy. 

Remove the dugouts as soon as possible then concrete will need to be marked out.  Call to get on Josh’s schedule. 

Clerk will check the permit.  Land Use Permits are needed at a specific building size.  It is just a matter of paperwork. 

 
 

Next regular meeting:   March 11, 2019.  Agenda:  slide for WTP; use of batting cage guidelines and rules – keys for 

leagues, etc.; information on the net for batting cage/pitching machine (size, design); dugout concrete; 
 

Public Comment:  None 

Adjournment:  9:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,  

Lois MacLean 

Recording Secretary 



News Story

40 Percent Of Whitmer’s 2020 Gas

Tax Hike Won’t Support Roads

News Story

Even Without Tax Hikes State Will

Collect $1.2 Billion More Next Year

News Story

Wisconsin Wind Turbines Declared

Health Hazard

News Story

Republicans Imposed Medicaid

Work Requirements; Governor

Wants to Undo Them

Like CapCon on Facebook

Follow CapCon on Twitter

About Print Edition Donate

News Story

Short term home-sharing rentals don’t fit usual categories

By Tom Gantert | March 4, 2019

Brent Little has a home he would like to rent out to visitors who come to

his town for a vacation.

Little’s residence has a Traverse City address but is located in East Bay

Township, to which he pays property taxes. Both municipalities have taken

steps to regulate how property owners can rent out their homes via Airbnb

and similar services.

Traverse City has been considering changes to its current ordinance on

short-term rentals, and East Bay Township implemented a policy last year.

Little says the added regulations would cost him hundreds of dollars and

infringe on his privacy.

“I lived in China for three years and they have Airbnb and there is no

regulation at all,” Little said. “The government doesn’t regulate you

because it is your personal house. We are more strict than a Communist
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government. I have a wife and two kids; I’m just trying to make ends

meet.”

Across Michigan, more and more municipalities are restricting short-term

home rentals. Some officials have gone further.

St. Clair Shores does not have an ordinance that prohibits short-term

rentals, but its city attorney says the local zoning ordinance does not

permit the practice. Last year, the city attorney showed up on a Saturday

night — with a police escort — at a residence he suspected of being used

as a short-term rental.

St. Clair Shores City Attorney Bob Ihrie said that the owner of the house

had violated the law, and he brought the police for his own protection.

The homeowner was not present, but the police interviewed the visitors

staying at the home about their relationship with the owner. The visitors

had license plates from Ohio.

“The bottom line, St. Clair Shores has a zoning ordinance," Ihrie said in

September. “The zoning ordinance details what is permitted.”

Ihrie said violation of the ordinance is a misdemeanor. “It is a crime. It is a

low-level crime.”

In Mackinaw City, the village council enacted an outright ban on rentals of

less than 30 days in part of the residential section of the village. The city of

Holland has also banned short-term rentals.

East Bay Township has imposed a $450 short-term rental licensing fee. In

addition to the notarized neighbor-notification letter homeowners must

give to officials, the township also requests a photo of the home’s exterior

and a drawing of the floor plan. The drawing should show each room

intended for short-term rental occupancy and state the square footage of

those rooms. The township also requests a hand-drawn plan for off-street

parking.

“The short-term rental licensing ordinance was adopted by the Township

Board on June 11, 2018, after nearly two years of discussion and multiple

public hearings,” said East Bay Township Planner Rick Brown in an email.

In Traverse City, there is an annual short-term rental application fee that is
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4 Comments Sort by

Charlie Smith

When it comes to State intervention in completely local issues,

similarly to Federal intervention in State issues, be careful what you

ask for.

It is a slippery slope.

Why have any local ordinances at all? Shouldn’t we simply be one

homogeneous state where nothing is local?

Completely local issues should be debated on a local basis... where

you have a much more direct path to local politcians... vs. a remote

politician on the other side of the sate, whom you have little chance of

influencing.

Like · Reply · 2 · 2w

Robert Tupilo

When in doubt - tax and regulate. pensions pensions pensions.

Like · Reply · 2w

Harry Bowman

Register them as a business. Revise their homestead exemption.

Inspect.

Collect taxes like motels.

Like · Reply · 2 · 2w

Ross H. Yednock

I would love to be "just trying to make ends meet" with a second 5bed,

3.5 bath 4000+ sf home in East Bay township. I get the issue... from

the various sides (owner, township, neighbors, etc.), but have little

tears for someone who is upset about a $450 licensing fee for short-

term rentals on a house they paid $410k for.

Like · Reply · 1 · 1w

Lynn Henschell

There is a lot more to the story. Lots more.

Like · Reply · 1w

Oldest
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Ron Popp

From: Dave Hauser <dave@davehauser.net>

Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2019 11:23 AM

To: bkluczynski@gtcrc.org

Cc: Ron Popp

Subject: Skegemog Point Rd.

Attachments: GT County 2013 road repair millage flyer.pdf

Dear Sir,

I am writing to alert you to a problem of a neglected road here in Grand Traverse County. It is

about the northern end of Skegemog Point Rd. in Whitewater Township.

I have owned my property on Skegemog Point Road since 1999. Ever since that time this three-

mile section of road has been in very bad shape especially the northern most mile of it. In

almost 20 years, there were only two rather half-hearted attempts to repair the road. One was

an attempt to lay a slurry coat of asphalt. Unfortunately, the crew that did the work didn’t

prep the surface by cleaning off loose sand and gravel so the slurry coat came apart in many

areas leaving an extremely rough surface where surface pieces broke away. Another attempt

applied tar and gravel over an already cracked and broken asphalt surface. Since the badly

cracked road underneath the tar and gravel was not repaired it didn’t last well and potholes

soon appeared. Another problem with that repair was that the gravel used had not been washed

and it kicked up heavy road dust for nearly six months. Now the road surface is extremely

rough and very hard on our vehicles.

On rare occasions crews will come out to fill pot holes. The problem is that when they come all

the way out here, they only fill about 10 – 15% of the holes that need to be filled. When they

patch they don’t clean or prep the holes and they don’t compact the fill material to make it a

sound repair. Often the patch material breaks loose in a few months.

In many areas of our road north of M-72 the road edges are breaking apart as well and each

year the road is a little narrower. We have four hills on our road where sight distances are

very short. I can’t tell you how many times I have had approaching vehicles coming over those

hills over the centerline to avoid the potholes on the edges of their side. Many times I have

had to drive beyond the road edge on my side to avoid a head-on collision.

I have attached a flyer that was mailed to county residents in 2013, encouraging residents to

support a road repair millage. Six years ago our road was reported to be in poor condition. My

wife and I voted in support of that millage and it passed. Despite that, we have seen no serious

repairs to our road. Every year we seem to get pushed out another year into the future. We

have heard statements that it is a water issue under the road causing the weakened road
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problems. Other than a couple of small areas, I strongly disagree with that assessment. I am a

regular walker who is out walking on Skegemog Point Rd, probably 300 days of the year. I see it

under all conditions in every season. I occasionally see road commission trucks driving by but

never stopping to have a close look at the problems we face every day.

Along Skegemog Point Road there is a lot of expensive, waterfront real estate. Much of it is

non-homestead. The township and County receive lots of tax revenue from the residents who

use this road. I have heard some people say that the county is ignoring the problems of this

road, hoping the residents get angry enough to pony up to a special assessment district to pay

for the repairs so the county won’t be on the hook for the repairs. I hope that is not a true

statement. In my opinion that would be huge breach of trust in the county road commission.

Following the August storm in 2015, there were many heavy trucks on the road daily for

months. New construction has brought more heavy truck traffic which has damaged the road

even more. We now have an Elmer’s commercial sand pit a mile north of M-72 which is taking its

toll on the road pavement. If we were rated in poor condition six years ago, I would say that we

have now moved into the terrible category. The residents here are tired of the awful road

condition and tired of being ignored by Grand Traverse County. We don’t see Skegemog Point

Rd on this year’s repair list and we have no idea how many years our repairs are out on your long

term repair list. Once the frost laws are lifted this spring, I’ll be happy to give you a walking

tour of the road so that you can see firsthand what we deal with every day. Please feel free to

give me a call if you want to discuss our road condition further. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dave Hauser

(231) 620-5750
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, Grand Traverse County Road 
rovement Ballot Proposal 

I Traverse County is proposing on the 
11ber 5 ballot an increase of 1 mil per 
or three years to repair and improve 
;treets, roads, highways and bridges. 
tcrease would provide $4-4 million 
lily. The cost to taxpayers is $100 per 
)00 in taxable value. 

the County asking for money for road 
ements? 
put, there is not enough money being generated 

1ir and maintain our County infrastructure 
1. Identified repair and improvement 
~ments for county roads currently exceed 
1es available from current funding sources. 
tly, only 20 percent of roads in Grand Traverse 
r are rated as "good."* The Road Commission's 
a rating of Bo percent "good" in the next 20 

ny property taxes already pay for County roads? 
are currently no local property tax monies 
to roads. Funding for county roads in Michigan 
ided through the Michigan Transportation Fund 
The MTF divides approximately 6~ per gallon of 

1e purchased in Michigan among the 83 county 
gencies in the state. The state legislature has 
in only one increase in the gas tax since 1984, an 
;e of 4~ in 1997. Since 1997, costs to maintain and 
re county roads have risen continuously. 

·oved, how will the additional money be spent? 
>ad Commission recently adopted an Asset 
:ement Plan that systematically assesses roads 
~ntifies sections in need of improvement. The 
V\anagement plan will guide Road Commission 
ing of the millage funds. A portion of the funding 
;o go to the City of Traverse City and villages 
the County for road repair and improvement 
ts. 

1t Surface Evaluation and Rating System. 

Goal: increase road ratings from 20% ''good" 
to 8o% 11good" in the next 20 years. 

What is the Asset Management Plan? 
• Asset Management, according to Public Act 199 of 2007, 

means: an "ongoing process of maintaining, upgrading 
and operating physical assets cost-effectively, based 
on a continuous physical inventory and conditi0n 
assessment." 

• The implementation of an asset management decision 
process allows an agency to make decisions for their 
transportation network with the best information they 
can collect. 

• The process enables good stewardship, transparent 
decision processes and measurable performance.** 

• The initial plan is focused on inner-county corridor 
projects that address safety and traffic volumes in 
multiple townships.! 

• The Road Commission board and staff will prioritize 
projects based on PASER ratings, safety, traffic volumes 
and function. 

• A list of projects will be published annually. The current 
list of projects calls for work in 10 of 13 townships, 
covering 37.6 miles of roadway at a cost 
of $3.9 million. 

Please visit www.gtcrc.org for a list 2014 projects that would 
be funded through the road improvement proposal. 

**Source: GTCRC Asset Management Plan, adopted June 2013. 
tsource: 2014 list of proposed road projects. 

Grand Traverse County 
Road Conditions 
2011 PASER Rating* 

Source: Transportation Asset Management Council. 
*Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating System. 

• POOR 
FAIR 

• GOOD 



Engineering 
Surveying 
Testing & 
Operations 

March, 20111
, 20 19 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
P 0 BOX 159 
WILLIAMSBURG, MI 49690 

Re: Parcel No(s): 13-004-038-00 

123 West Front Stree1 
Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

231.946 5874 a 
231 946.3703 Sl 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of our company's contractual obligation as a consultant for 
M.D.O.T. 's Road Design survey related to the design of traffic signal improvements and ADA sidewalk 
improvements along M-72. This Road Design survey is located at the intersection of Williamsburg Road I 
Elk Lake Road and M-72, in Grand Traverse County. 

Our work is scheduled to begin on March 28th, 2019 and the tentative completion date for our survey work 
is Aprilll 111

, 2019. 

In our course of work, we may have a need to extend our work area outside ofthe MOOT/Grand Traverse 
County rights-of-way and enter, slightly, on to your parcel to complete the gathering of necessary 
information to finish our work as required by the M.D.O.T. scope of services. This survey will involve a 
topographic mapping at the intersection of Williamsburg Road I Elk Lake Road and M-72, in Grand 
Traverse County. Also included will be a structure survey of any culve1ts located within the project limits. 

If you have any questions regarding the site specific work required of our survey crews, please contact 
Jason Juilleret or myself at 231-946-5874. 

If you have any questions regarding the purpose or final plans for this survey work, please contact Dave 
LaCross, the M.D.O.T. survey project manager, on this project. He can be reached at 517-331-6062 or 
LaCrossD@michigan .gov. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Sincerely, 

Philip D. Case P.S . 
Project Manager 
Gourdie-Fraser 

Neighbors building strong communil ies since 1948 
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DRAFT MINUTES – FOR 04/09/2019 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Whitewater Township Board - Minutes of 03/04/2019 
 

Whitewater Township Board 
Minutes of Special Meeting held March 4, 2019 

 
 
Call to Order 
In the absence of the supervisor, Clerk Goss called the meeting to order at 6:13 p.m. at the 
Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan.   
 
Goss noted that the deputy supervisor is present.  However, page 32 of the little red book states 
that a deputy supervisor is not permitted to chair a township board meeting; the township board 
must appoint one of its members to chair the board meeting when the supervisor is absent. 
 
Brief discussion followed.   
 
Motion by Goss to nominate Hubbell to chair the meeting; second by Lawson.  There was 
no further discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and Lawson voted in favor, 
none opposed, Popp absent.  Motion carried.  
 
Budget discussion briefly began but was terminated in order to address roll call and other 
preliminary agenda items.   
 
Roll Call of Board Members 
Board members present:  Treasurer Benak, Clerk Goss, Trustee Hubbell, Trustee Lawson 
Board members absent:  Supervisor Popp 
Others present:  Ron Bachi (Deputy Supervisor) 
 
Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
There were no adjustments. 
 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
None 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Agenda Items as Listed in Special Meeting Notice 
Budget Work Session 
Discussion of the budget began with the Township Hall and Grounds department.  There was 
discussion about hiring a handyman employee versus an independent contractor to perform 
repairs and maintenance at various buildings and parks in the township.  The suggestion is to put 
money in Contingency earmarked for this position until it is decided whether it will be an 
employee or an independent contractor.   
 
It was agreed that $10,000 will be added to the General Fund Contingency account to cover 
handyman services at the township hall and both cemeteries, to be determined later if they will 
be an employee or independent contractor. 
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Whitewater Township Board - Minutes of 03/04/2019 
 

The remainder of the department 265 line items were discussed, with some adjustments. 
 
Department 276 Cemetery was discussed next.  Goss reported that we may have to advertise for 
a cemetery sexton.  Also, there are large dead limbs in both cemeteries which will require a 
bucket truck to remove.  Benak asked if this is where we would put repair and maintenance of 
historic headstones.  Each line item was discussed, with some adjustments made. 
 
Moving on to department 400, Planning Commission, Goss reported the last time the per diem 
for planning commission and zoning board of appeals was increased was in the 2013/2014 
budget, and recommended that planning commission members be increased to $70 per meeting 
and the chairperson be increased to $100 per meeting.  Board members were in agreement with 
the increase and allotted $9,000 to cover wages for 16 meetings.   
 
The 804 Professional Services line item in department 400 was extensively discussed.  Popp has 
suggested $17,000, with a note that it is for recodification of the zoning ordinance only.  
Goss reported that she is seeking an additional quote on recodification of the general ordinances 
and funds should be earmarked elsewhere in the budget for that expenditure.  There was 
agreement to add $7,000 in the township board department, line item 804, for recodification of 
general ordinances, taking it from $1,500 to $8,500.  The remainder of the department 400 line 
items were discussed, with no changes.    
 
Benak stated she would like to get equipment for the planning commission members, 
inexpensive laptops with software, carrying cases, antivirus.  Discussion followed.  It was agreed 
that $3,000 will be added to Capital Expenditure for 6 laptops and associated items at $500 each.  
 
Moving on to department 405, Zoning Administrator, Goss noted that Wolf has asked for a $2 
per hour wage increase in lieu of health insurance, which the township does not offer.  It was 
agreed that Wolf’s hourly wage will go to $28 per hour and 702 Salaries will be set at $50,000.  
The remainder of the zoning administrator line items were discussed.  Wolf’s request to add 
$10,000 to 804 Professional Services, as she thought perhaps the cost of recodification of the 
zoning ordinance would come out of this department, was nixed; this expenditure will come out 
of the planning commission department.  Meal/Lodging and Mileage Reimbursement will be 
changed to $500 each.   
 
Benak wondered if a laptop should be purchased for the zoning administrator to be used at 
meetings.  Discussion followed.  $800 will be put into Capital Expenditure to allow for such a 
purchase, if needed.   
 
For department 410, Zoning Board of Appeals, Goss recommended that the per diem be 
increased to $70 per meeting for members and $100 per meeting for the chairperson, noting 
again that these per diems have not increased since the 2013/2014 budget.   Eight meetings will 
be budgeted for.  The salary, wage, Social Security, and Medicare line items were adjusted 
accordingly.  Postage was increased slightly; the remaining line items were accepted as 
recommended.  
 
Department 865, Insurance, the requested numbers were not changed. 
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Department 890, Contingency, was increased from $25,000 to $35,000.  The additional $10,000 
will be allocated to a wage or other expenditure line item at such time as an employee or 
independent contractor is hired for this position.   
 
Planned capital expenditures were discussed, i.e., six laptops for planning commission ($3,000), 
laptop for zoning administrator ($800), and new flooring for the township hall.  The Home Depot 
quote is $11,714 for the flooring and installation (not including movement of desks, cabinets, 
etc.).  With the addition of new baseboard (not including the cost of installation), it was agreed to 
allocate $14,000 to this expense.   
 
Benak brought up that the thermostat in her office is behind a cabinet and should be moved while 
everything is out of the office.   
 
The logistics of moving, painting, and installing flooring was briefly discussed.   
 
The cost of painting will be paid out of Facilities Repair/Maintenance.   
 
The treasurer is in need of a new desktop PC; $1,200 will be allocated for this in Capital 
Expenditure. 
 
Benak brought up parking lot sealing and striping.  It was agreed this would be a facility 
repair/maintenance expenditure and the $10,000 in the township hall 930 account is adequate, 
assuming $2,500 for the parking lot, $4,000 for interior painting.    
 
Known expenditures in the Capital Expenditure account add up to $19,000.  This line item will 
be increased to $20,000 to cover those expenditures.  
 
Line item 999, Transfers to Other Funds, was discussed.  Popp proposed the following transfers:  
$65,000 to Ambulance Fund, $10,000 to Road Fund, $60,000 to Recreation Fund, and $100,000 
to Road Repair/Replacement Fund. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the amount that should be transferred to the Road Repair Fund, 
with Benak stating we need to put money in the Public Improvement Fund to start planning what 
the community is going to look like.  She would like to start putting some money aside every 
year to plan for the future.  Where would a new township hall go?  Where would a new fire 
station go?  We need some kind of master plan on how this township is going to move forward; 
where is it we want these things to be.   
 
Discussion followed.   
 
Goss stated she does not disagree with Benak, but she would like to research what Public 
Improvement Fund money can be used for.     
 
Hubbell noted a notation in the budget concerning supervisor laptop replacement.   
 
Discussion followed.   
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Supervisor laptop at $800 will be listed as a proposed expenditure under Capital Expenditure.  
The proposed allocation discussed earlier will cover this expense.   
 
It was agreed that Goss will get an answer on the Public Improvement Fund question by 
Thursday, at which time transfers to the Road Repair/Replacement Fund and/or the Public 
Improvement Fund will be revisited. 
 
The $65,000 proposed transfer to Ambulance Fund was briefly discussed.  Popp has proposed 
that $45,000 will be expended for half of the cost for the driveway/parking lot asphalt project. 
 
There was no disagreement with the $10,000 transfer to Road Fund. 
 
Regarding the proposed transfer of $60,000 to the Recreation Fund, Goss noted this amount can 
be lowered since there is still $40,000 in the 2018/2019 budget to be transferred to the 
Recreation Fund.  Goss proposed reducing the Recreation Fund transfer to $30,000.   
 
Accordingly, the Transfers to Other Funds account will be reduced from $235,000 to $205,000. 
 
Moving to Road Fund, all recommended figures were agreed to, except the allocation for street 
light expense will remain at $2,000.   
 
Regarding Road Repair/Replacement Fund, the transfer amount will be revisited.  Goss noted 
this fund currently has a balance of approximately $119,000.  Goss also noted township 
taxpayers pay 1 mill annually to the road commission, which is approximately $200,000.  
 
Brief discussion followed.   
 
Moving to Park Fund, Goss explained the revenue and expenditure figures she developed, noting 
that the park ranger starting wage should be increased to $12, with a possible $1 per hour 
incentive for those employees who work a minimum of 35 hours per week and stay through the 
Sunday of Labor Day weekend.   
 
Lengthy discussion followed regarding wages and the labor market.   
 
Several expenditure line items in the Park Fund were adjusted downward.   
 
Due to the hour, the board will pick up with Recreation Fund at the March 7 budget work 
session.   
 
Compensation of Deputy Supervisor 
Due to the hour, this agenda item will be moved to the March 7 budget work session.     
 
Board Comments/Discussion  
Hubbell stated he wishes Ron (Popp) the best.   He is a little bit disappointed the way the whole 
situation was handled for the board and for the township.  There were several things tonight that 
maybe could have been avoided, questions that came up.   
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Discussion followed.   
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Next meeting is at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 7.  Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 
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Minutes of Special Meeting held March 7, 2019  
 
 
Call to Order 
In the absence of the supervisor, Clerk Goss called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan. 
 
Motion by Lawson to nominate Hubbell to chair the meeting; second by Benak.  There was 
no further discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and Lawson voted in favor, 
none opposed, Popp absent.  Motion carried.  
 
Roll Call of Board Members 
Board members present:  Treasurer Benak, Goss, Trustee Hubbell, Trustee Lawson 
Board members absent:  Supervisor Popp 
Others present:  Ron Bachi (Deputy Supervisor), Janet Bachi, Hayden Popp 
 
Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
Goss stated she has a question for Ron Bachi, and also stated she would like to address 
compensation of the deputy supervisor first.   
 
Board members agreed to those adjustments.   
 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
None 
 
Public Comment  (6:24) 
Ronald Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, deputy supervisor, stated he wants to bring to the board’s 
attention that the notice for this meeting states it will be held on Tuesday, March 7, 2019.  He 
stated that date does not exist; there is no such thing as Tuesday, March 7, 2019.  It is an 
imaginary made-up date that will never happen in our lifetime.  He stated that is an Open 
Meetings Act violation.  He asked the board to take a look at the meeting that we had on 
Monday.  At the top of the agenda that went out to the public, it says special meeting on 
Tuesday, March 4, 2019.  That date does not exist as well.  It is an imaginary date, made up; it 
will never happen.  He stated a revised Whitewater Township Board publication just went out 
and it said that there is a special meeting on Thursday, March 18, 2019.  That date does not exist 
either.  He stated the first two dates are in violation.  The fact that himself and everybody 
attending that meeting that was illegally published with the wrong date means that we are all 
guilty of a violation for even attending that meeting.  That can’t be changed.  He stated the 
meeting today, he looked at some of Goss’s e-mails and postings.  He stated he informed her 
your dates need to be looked at; they are inaccurate; there is an upcoming meeting.  He stated he 
wrote Goss an e-mail stating Cheryl, please check your dates to make sure that you are accurate; 
March 7 is on a Thursday and March 18 is on a Monday.  Politely, nice; information is power.  
The response is:  They are accurate.  He stated they are not accurate; they are dates that do not 
even exist.  He stated the supervisor’s office is requesting that both meetings be rescheduled with 



3342 
DRAFT MINUTES – FOR 04/09/2019 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
proper dates to the public.  He stated it is unfortunate that this meeting didn’t take place correctly 
when we had every opportunity to correct it.  
 
Goss replied that the day does not matter; it is the date.  The dates are correct in all the notices.  
Goss acknowledged that the days are correct (sic), but it is the date that controls.  She stated 
there is no Open Meetings Act violation.  Everyone has been noticed that March 4, March 7, and 
March 18 are dates.  Goss acknowledged that the wrong day of the week is also on the agendas, 
but the date is what controls.   
 
Benak asked the clerk if legally, when she is posting these, does she have to include the day, or 
just the date.   
 
Goss said she does not have to include the day.   
 
Bachi stated the fact that the clerk did include the day is extremely misleading.  If he is in the 
public and he gets an agenda notice and he looks at it and it says Tuesday, March 7th, he is going 
to show up on Tuesday, thinking that that is March 7th.  The majority of the people would. 
 
Goss noted that in Bachi’s e-mail he did not say the days are incorrect; he said the dates are 
incorrect.  If he had said the days do not match the dates, she would have looked at that.  Bachi 
said the dates are incorrect.  The dates are not incorrect. 
 
Bachi re-read his e-mail. 
 
Goss reiterated that she does not have to put the days on there.   
 
Bachi acknowledged that Goss does not have to, but she did and it was incorrect. It is part of the 
date, clear and specific.   
 
Goss stated it will be up to the board what they want to do. 
 
Bachi stated he cannot attend this meeting.  
 
Benak stated she cannot help but feel that this is being made into a bigger deal than it actually is 
because the date is there.  She stated she does not know what the motivation for it is but said she 
is uncomfortable being targeted this way.  She stated she thinks we need to not have this meeting 
tonight, stating the end of March is not too far away and it is going to make us all have more 
scheduling issues, but she thinks we are going to have to cancel.   
 
Board discussion followed.   
 
Janet Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, stated the point is that you are using the day with the date and it 
should match, and she thinks what is important here is none of you are attorneys and you should 
be asking your attorney the question before you continue to do something that you are not sure 
of.  It was noticed and tried to get it corrected and that did not happen.  It was not being targeted; 
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it was tried.  And there are other people watching their Ps and Qs because they are stepping in 
for somebody. 
 
Goss said she will be happy to re-notice the meeting, and asked everyone to grab their calendars.  
 
Discussion followed.   
 
There was board consensus that this meeting will be re-noticed to March 13 at 6:00 p.m.  The 
Historical Society meeting will be moved to Popp’s office.  The March 18 date will be re-
noticed.        
 
After brief discussion, it was agreed that the issue of compensation of deputy supervisor will be 
tabled to the next meeting.   
 
Hubbell stated we will cancel this meeting and our next meeting will be March 13 at 6:00 p.m.   
 
Agenda Items as Listed in Special Meeting Notice 
Budget Work Session  
This agenda item was not discussed. 
 
Compensation of Deputy Supervisor  
See prior comment.  
 
Board Comments/Discussion  
None 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 
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Whitewater Township Board 
Minutes of Regular Meeting held March 12, 2019  

 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
In the absence of the supervisor, Clerk Goss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan, followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Benak to nominate Hubbell to chair the meeting; second by Lawson.  There was 
no further discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and Lawson voted in favor, 
none opposed, Popp absent.  Motion carried.    
 
Roll Call of Board Members 
Board Members present:  Treasurer Benak, Goss, Trustee Hubbell, Trustee Lawson 
Board Members absent:  Supervisor Popp 
Others present:  Fire Chief Brandon Flynn, Zoning Administrator Lindsey Wolf, Ron Bachi 
(Deputy Supervisor), and approximately 18 others 
 
Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
There were no adjustments. 
 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
None 
 
Public Comment (2:50) 
Hubbell requested that Goss read the Public Comment rules.   
 
The Public Comment rules were read aloud by Goss. 
 
(4:12) 
Ron Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, stated Ron Popp is away for medical reasons for about 30 days and 
he is doing his job in full force from where he is at.  He stated Popp elected him as deputy 
supervisor.  He cannot vote or moderate the meetings, but he can engage in courteous discussion 
with the board.  He thanked Popp for trusting in him and said it is an honor to be able to 
represent the residents of Whitewater Township. 
 
(5:30) 
Tom Slopsema, 9693 Miami Beach Road, stated he has some items he wants to address the board 
on relative to their sewer system and asked for permission to mention them during Unfinished 
Business. 
  
The board agreed to Slopsema’s request.   
 
(6:07) 
Janet Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, stated she would like to send prayers to the township board  
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supervisor and his family and let’s be thankful for the last-minute opportunity that came up for 
him.  She stated it was agreed upon at the 01/08/2019 township board meeting that the supervisor 
and another board member would put together a survey for the residents of Whitewater 
Township.  Residents have told the board many times that they wanted to be involved to make 
sure that the survey was unbiased, transparent and correct, with no hidden agendas.  She went on 
to reference survey wording that she finds objectionable, and referred to the Webster Township 
vs Waitz case in the Court of Appeals wherein she says event barns were found to be 
commercial.  She stated the survey does not mention the possibility of a building being a new 
structure or being called an event center.  She stated she came to the township hall on February 
13 to give input on a survey that was being prepared by the township supervisor.  Due to conflict 
in time, the other board member could not attend.  At the March 6 planning commission meeting, 
the zoning administrator commented that the survey was already written and sent to the board for 
approval.  How does this happen; the supervisor has been gone six days.  On March 7, the 
township posted an agenda for today’s meeting and put event barns on it.  She noted a letter from 
the supervisor requesting it be pulled from the agenda, and asked why that has not been done.  
She stated waiting for the supervisor to return will bear no burdens on anyone since no one is 
asking for an event barn right now.  Bachi voiced other concerns with the proposed survey 
language and the method of distribution.   
 
(12:35) 
Dee Prabhaker, 6925 Cook Road, stated it was his understanding that the original intent of this 
concept was to provide a supplementary form of income for farmers with suitable property using 
existing structures.  One of the concerns is commercial use in a location that would have a severe 
impact on the rural character of the community would be a huge negative to him and many 
residents.  He is concerned about the validity of the survey and whether he is answering 
questions about existing structures on agricultural land, or answering questions to give shape and 
structure to what an event barn would look like without having any assurance where it is going to 
land.  He would like to see more language to make sure it is clear we are talking about existing 
structures on agricultural land for farmers and some assurance that these things are going to be in 
the middle of nowhere.       
 
(15:09) 
Heidi Vollmuth, 8371 Winnie Lane, stated the board is moving forward on the event barns 
without proper attention or input from the public.  She did not put this out on Facebook.  The 
supervisor has asked for this item to be tabled.  She questioned the board’s transparency and 
whether the board is listening to the public.  She stated there is major friction possibly between 
“our leadership members,” and said we need to all come together and work as a team with our 
“leader” being down.  She hopes the board will not disrespect their “leader.”  Vollmuth also 
commented on the deputy supervisor, as well as on compromise and solving problems.   
 
Public Hearing (18:44) 
None 
 
Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments (18:48) 
County Board of Commissioners Report 
Gordie LaPointe gave the following report: 
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• They are working on the unfunded pension liability.  There is a target of 2034 to be 100% 
funded on the $50 million unfunded liability.  They are aggressively looking at pulling it 
into 2030, with no bonding and no increase in taxes, just with existing funds they are 
finding in various places.  They have asked MERS to lower the interest rate.     

• The airport is owned jointly by Grand Traverse County and Leelanau County and is self-
sufficient; no tax dollars go to support it.  The counties are considering creating an airport 
authority, which would give them total authority and responsibility for the airport.  The 
BOC is going to meet with them to discuss the pros and cons.      

• The new commissioners took a tour of all the various departments within the county, 
including the jail.  He stated it was eye-opening, and said he really thinks something has 
to be done in that regard, not necessarily in terms of more capacity.  The layout is not 
efficient or conducive to the inmates or the guards.   

• There is an ad hoc committee working on a new code of ethics, which some 
commissioners felt should be strengthened.   

• They made some changes to the rules of order to streamline the process.   
• The county currently spends around $600,000 for the medical examiner function, which 

is performed downstate.  He reported that about $300,000 of the $600,000 expense comes 
out of the general fund.  They are looking at the feasibility of taking that function in-
house and getting into a partnership with adjoining counties.   

• He stated there are a lot of opportunities and he is confident they can get the finances in 
better order, with no increases in taxes or any bonding.   

 
There was brief discussion of ownership of the airport.     
 
County Road Commissioner Report (25:49) 
Marc McKellar gave the following report: 

• Weight restrictions go on March 16 for about 30 days.  They will get them off as soon as 
they can. 

• They are in pretty good financial health.  They will do $24 million of projects this 
coming year, the largest number they have ever had to work with. They appreciate the $4 
million that comes in on the millage.  They have used that to double their income on 
matching funds from the state and federal government, and they use that for maintenance 
and improvements on existing road systems, as it was stated they would.       

• They are moving forward nicely with their East-West Corridor Study.  They should have 
some definitive information within the next couple months.  They had over 200 people at 
their last public event.  It is a mix of fixes, they think, and will all be vetted out through a 
public process.  They are still open for surveys online.     

• This winter was pretty hard.  They went through a lot of labor, fuel, equipment wear and 
tear, a lot of sand and salt.  He is not anticipating that they will have to pull any funds out 
of the summer projects.  He stated there are going to be a lot of orange barrels and a lot of 
stuff going on on the roads this summer. 

• There is a lot of smoke coming out of Lansing about raising taxes and increasing 
transportation funding or reallocation of money.  He stated the governor and the 
legislature could allocate more funds to fix the roads, but the truth is that the road 
agencies around the state are maxed out on their labor.  The subcontractors are maxed out 
on their ability to recruit labor and bring more people on.  The prices on raw product are 
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going up.  They are concerned that a huge raise on taxes in Lansing will make prices go 
up and they will have to spend a dollar to get 50% of productivity out of it.       

 
Goss asked whether McKellar knows of any road projects in Whitewater Township this summer. 
 
McKellar will forward the whole list to Goss.  He added that they have 2018 projects that did not 
get done.     
 
Mobile Medical Response Report (35:02) 
No one is present from Mobile Medical Response.  February reports were provided.   
 
Fire Department Report (35:05) 
Chief Flynn gave the following report: 

• They had a busy month in February.  Calls were holding steady, except for the 2/24 storm 
when they picked up three calls for trees down across the road. 

• He ordered the extrication equipment.  They chose the Hurst eDraulics.  He did apply for 
a 2% grant through the tribe, which was awarded, and the Grand Traverse Band wrote the 
township a check for $27,600 for new extrication equipment.  The bundle they ordered 
came out to $31,000; the net cost to the township is $3,400.  He thanked the township 
board for helping him through the process, and added it is a big plus to the township as it 
is a tool that is used quite often.   

• He stated he did not include in his February report that the new fire engine specifications 
were approved and sent out to six manufacturers.  One has called to say they are not 
interested in bidding.  He will provide an updated February monthly report.  The bids are 
due on April 2nd and he expects to have a public bid opening at the April 9th meeting.   

 
Goss noted that a letter was received with the ISO rating (6/10) and asked the chief to briefly 
explain what it means.   
 
Flynn says he has nothing to compare it to and has been calling around asking what rating Rural 
Fire had for our area.  The scale is from 1 to 10, 10 being the worst.  An ISO rule is that any area 
five miles or greater away from a fire station automatically gets a 10.  The southern half of the 
township is scored a 10, which he believes was the same with Rural.  The northern part of the 
township scored a 6, which he believes is a good score.  Unfortunately, the higher the score, the 
higher the homeowner’s insurance rates are.  He stated he is still trying to track down some 
information and may call Chief Weber.   
 
Hubbell thanked Flynn, on behalf of the board and the public, for all the work he did on the grant 
and that we are very happy to have him as our chief.   
 
Planning Commission Report (42:22) 
Lawson gave the following report: 

• They had a meeting last Wednesday.  Three members were absent.   
• They had a public hearing on Zoning Ordinance Amendment 73, which passed with no 

one for or against.  They also had a public hearing on Zoning Ordinance Amendment 74 
and it went through with no one in favor or opposed.  The meeting was short, 34 minutes.   
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• Things they plan to discuss are environmentally sensitive areas, the five-acre ordinance, 
and event barns.  There was discussion of putting together a joint meeting with the board 
if people from the recodification companies are coming up to present.  They would like to 
be involved in that.   

• They asked Zoning Administrator Wolf to do some training for them.  The PC is going to 
get a crash course on Robert’s Rules.   

 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Report (44:07) 
Goss gave the following report: 

• The committee met last night; all five members were present.  The committee still needs 
an alternate.   

• The main topic was budgets.  Goss talked to them about the projects budget for the 
Recreation Fund.  The committee provided some assistance with that and talked about the 
scheduling of some projects.   

• Goss stated she will be seeking approval on the 3/26 agenda to get the new dugouts 
ordered.  Goss described the project components and costs.  There is a 6-7 week lead time 
to get the dugouts.   

• Goss stated she will also seek approval on 3/26 for the shower renovations at Whitewater 
Township Park in order to get a contractor lined up. 

• The committee is very excited about the township hiring a handyman person to help with 
some of their projects. 

 
Consent Calendar (48:00) 

Receive and File 
1. Supervisor’s Report for February 2019  
2. Clerk/Parks & Recreation Administrator’s Report for February/March 2019 
3. Zoning Administrator’s February 2019 Report 
4. Mobile Medical Response February 2019 Activity Reports 
5. Fire Department February 2019 Report  
6. Approved 01/21/2019 Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee Minutes 
7. Approved 02/06/2019 Planning Commission Minutes   
 
Correspondence 
1. Grand Traverse County Sheriff Department Statistics for January & February 2019 

(delayed due to technical issue at county) 
2. Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes February 2019 E-Letter - New and Improved Paid 

Medical Leave: Rules to Live and Work By 
3. Cherry Capital Communications Newsletter February 2019 
4. Letter 02/19/2019 ISO re: Public Protection Classification 
5. Letter 02/27/2019 Paddle Antrim re: Whitewater Township Park Improvements 
6. Letter 02/28/2019 Charter Communications re: New Channel Additions 
7. E-mail 03/04/2019 Grand Traverse County Road Commission re: East-West Public 

Survey Deadline Extension to 03/18/2019 
8. Memo 03/06/2019 Ron Popp re: No Reason to Rush Event Barn Survey 
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Minutes 
1. Recommend approval of 02/05/2019 special meeting minutes, 02/12/2019 regular 

meeting minutes, 02/19/2019 special meeting minutes, and 02/26/2019 regular meeting 
minutes 

 
Bills for Approval 
1. Approval of Alden State Bank vouchers # 43704 through 43790 
2. Approval of First Community Bank Miami Beach vouchers # 1250 and 1251 
3. Approval of First Community Bank WMDLS vouchers # (none) 
 
Budget Amendments (none) 
 
Revenue & Expenditure Report – January 2019 and February 2019 

 
Hubbell noted that a fair amount of people have discussed Popp’s memo, and asked if the board 
wants to discuss it.   
 
Benak and Goss both indicated they had read it. 
 
Motion by Lawson to approve Consent Calendar items as presented; second by Benak.  
There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Benak, yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, 
yes; Popp, absent.  Motion carried.   

 
Unfinished Business (49:28) 
Miami Beach Sewer System Update 
Goss noted there is nothing in the packet, but Slopsema and Nolan would like to speak.  Goss 
mentioned that Attorney Patterson provided an e-mail that is a statement of all the issues, and has 
suggested that a letter of understanding be drawn up and that a conference call be held with the 
Miami Beach Road Association to fine tune the issues.  Goss suggested Popp is going to want to 
be involved in the conference call.  Goss stated the attorney is working on it, but no documents 
have been drawn up yet.     
 
Tom Slopsema, 9693 Miami Beach, stated he wanted to go through a few points so the board 
will understand what Miami Beach is looking for before they do the conference call and spend 
more attorney money.  He stated Miami Beach originally purchased the 5-acre drain field for 
$25,000 back in 1996 and then assigned that to Whitewater Township for $1.  Other members 
donated the parcel of land for a lift station with a quit claim deed.  In 2012, Acme Township 
transferred ownership of a common drain field system from their township back to Orchard 
Shores Association.  It included all mechanicals, properties, easements, permits.  Their transfer 
was primarily on a quit claim deed for a value of $1.  He stated Miami Beach would like to copy 
their process.  What they anticipate the transfer agreement to include is one quit claim deed 
where the township grants the common drain field, mechanicals, piping, lift stations, etc., 
easements, system permits to Miami Beach.  They would look for a purchase agreement and 
deed for the 5-acre drain field parcel, purchase agreement and deed for the lift station parcel, 
transfer of receiving fund back to Miami Beach so they can pay operations and maintenance and 
fund escrows.  They would include a release of liability statement for the township and 
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statements condition as is.  Regarding side issues, Slopsema stated he is sure the township wants 
to decline future responsibility for the system.  He stated they have a verbal with the county 
DPW that they will contract with them for operation and maintenance.  They will establish that 
contract at time of ownership transfer.  He stated they are in process to get a right of use permit 
from the road commission and the proper indemnification and what escrow they want to meet 
their needs.  Miami Beach has to notify the DEQ when the ownership transfers.   
 
Slopsema outlined the specific next steps they believe they need.  He is requesting the township 
board to concur on the property values for the drain field parcel, for the lift station parcel, and the 
system mechanicals.  They anticipate, since they paid for that originally, that these values would 
be $1 each.  They also request the township board to provide a motorized Lossie Trail access 
easement, limited to service vehicles only, along the buried force main pipe and air release valve 
and up to the 5-acre drain field parcel.  Then they would input these items into a tentative 
transfer agreement, along with their request for right of usage permit expenses and input from the 
county road commission, so they can compile a cost summary for their owners.  To actually vote 
on this, they have to have all the dollar signs lined up.   
 
He stated he can provide a request to the township in writing for these value and easement 
requests, if the board wants that, and he can draft up a proposed transfer agreement that we can 
also start working from, but they need those costs and easement things. 
 
Goss stated she would like to have them submit a written request for those things to the township 
board because it can be sent to the attorney.    
 
Slopsema urged that the property value be set first as he does not want attorneys to be arguing 
back and forth on property valuation.  He stated they are concerned about doing a lot of attorney 
work before nailing down some dollar sign values.     
 
Discussion followed.   
 
Goss suggested the board set values at the 3/26 meeting.     
 
John Nolan, 9933 Miami Beach, stated he is here to follow up in reference to the transfer of what 
they are calling a community drain field system.  At the last meeting, he brought up one of the 
last items that was on the attorney’s checklist was to contact the county road commission in 
reference to applying for a right to use the right of way on Cook Road.  With the assistance of 
the road commission, they identified the application he should complete and suggested a joint 
application be submitted from Whitewater Township and the Miami Beach Road Association.  
Nolan stated he has drafted the application and a description of what they are applying for.  He 
asked who in the township he could work with to finalize the verbiage, that it is acceptable, and 
that we could submit this then to the road commission.  The purpose is so they are able to 
determine the requirements for the right of way, whether it is a bond, insurance, and what fees 
may be associated with having the right to use.  That is what they are applying for. 
 
Benak stated she would think the clerk would be the one Nolan would go to.   
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Goss stated she will take a look at it, and if there is something she is not comfortable with, she 
will bring it back to the board.   
 
Discussion followed.   
 
Goss suggested 2 p.m. tomorrow for Nolan to stop in.   
 
Nolan also stated, for the benefit of the people here, the transfer that they are looking to do, this 
property is landlocked.  It basically has no value other than what it is used for as a drainage field.  
For the record, it is not as if they are stealing some property from the township. 
 
Emergency Services Building Driveway Project - Review Request for Sealed Bids (1:03:36) 
Chief Flynn stated they contacted an engineering firm, who told them it would be April before 
they can get a good look at the driveway when the snow is gone and will probably want to do a 
core of the front apron to see what soils they are working with.  He stated that he and Popp 
discussed seeking out a different engineering firm, but Flynn thinks they are all going to be in the 
same boat.  Flynn said Popp’s memo said March would be better, but Flynn said that is not going 
to happen.  Flynn stated he thinks we are on hold until we get the engineering firm out here and 
go with their guidance.   
 
Brief discussion followed. 
 
It was agreed that this matter will be on the May agenda.     
 
Proposed Pumper Tanker Purchase - Update from Chief Flynn (1:06:16)  
There was brief discussion with Chief Flynn concerning this item.  Specifications were approved 
by the board and sent out.  Bids are coming to P.O. Box 159 and will be opened publicly at the 
April 9th meeting.  Flynn will send over that information.   
 
Goss noted that there is not enough money allocated in the Fire Capital Improvement Fund 
budget to cover the pumper tanker and the asphalt project, which will need to be discussed 
tomorrow night.             
 
Additional .ORG E-mail Addresses (1:09:15) 
There is no update. 
 
New Business (1:09:23) 
Set Date for Township Cleanup Day 
Benak stated Area Waste was the provider last year and he automatically submitted this cleanup 
date and price at the end of last year’s event.  American Waste is still $46 per cubic yard, which 
is not included in memo, but she has talked to them.  She stated she was very happy with Area 
Waste last year.  The two years previous, she was not impressed with what American Waste was 
doing.   
 
Discussion followed.      
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There was consensus that June 8 will be the township cleanup day. 
 
Motion by Goss to contract with Area Waste for the 2019 Township Cleanup Day at a cost 
of $45 per compacted yard; second by Lawson.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call 
vote:  Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, absent; Benak, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Benak will fill out the form for the school and send it to them. 
 
Goss will order a portable toilet.   
 
Event Barn Survey (1:14:59) 
Referring to the memo from Popp, Ron Bachi said it is pertinent to the situation that we are 
about to discuss.  It says no reason for rush of the event barn survey.  Bachi asked if it is possible 
to discuss that a little bit, because it does relate to the survey, maybe in the fact of how we got to 
the point where there seems to be a rush to work on the survey.  Bachi stated that he believes, in 
a meeting not too long ago, we had a consensus with the board, and Benak was adamant about it 
as well, that Popp and Benak would work on the event barn survey.  He does not believe in any 
other meeting was there ever a consensus of any other change, other than Benak and Popp 
working on the survey.  He stated he is just bringing up that memo that we missed in 
correspondence because Popp is suggesting, since no one is requesting an event barn or an event 
center at this time, the survey should be tabled until he returns so that Benak and Popp can do 
what they agreed to do.   
 
Benak stated the timeline shows in October 2017 this whole thing started, and we are just talking 
about going over a proposed survey.  We are not talking about putting an ordinance in place.  
Benak stated she has heard people say they want to know what the public thinks, but then she 
hears, oh, don’t do the survey.  Benak stated she never agreed with Popp that on February 13 she 
was going to sit down and go through an event barn survey.  She stated she would not have done 
that because February 14 is her last day to collect taxes and she was swamped both days.  She 
stated they were supposed to go over e-mail addresses for the planning commission.  That is 
what they were meeting on; it was going to take 10 minutes.  Benak stated Popp continued to 
have a meeting with Janet Bachi for 3 hours on the survey.  Popp told Benak when he walked 
out, because she was still here working at the time, that he will write this up and get this to you 
so you can see this.  Benak stated she has not seen anything from Popp, not one word.   
 
Benak explained the plan to send the survey out with the spring newsletter, and described the 
process of refining the initial survey drafted by the zoning administrator, including making it “as 
vanilla as possible so we are not leading the person taking the survey one way or another.”  She 
stated the process tonight is to sit down and see what the board thinks of the questions and if 
there should be anything changed.  Benak stated she has heard over and over how those in 
attendance want the board to get the public involved, and stated this is the way to get the public 
involved, and no one should be trying to shut it down because a member of the board cannot be 
here.  Benak acknowledged it is a rotten reason he cannot be here, but the township’s business 
has to go on; it cannot stand still. 
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Goss noted that the zoning administrator went through planning commission and township board 
minutes and put together an event barn timeline.  The first inkling of this issue was at a planning 
commission meeting on 10/04/2017, when the zoning administrator reported on the possibility of 
an application for an event barn.  Goss described event barns as a legitimate use of a historic 
barn, a legitimate business much like a farming operation, as well as referred to the Right to 
Farm Act and legislation which Lawson found that would make it illegal to prohibit event barns.  
Goss offered that, with the chair’s permission, the zoning administrator could speak briefly to 
what the zoning ordinance already says or might be used for to bring in an event barn.  Goss also 
pointed out that while 170 petition signatures were received and are not being disregarded, there 
are close to 2,200 voters in the township who also should have a voice, not to mention 
landowners who do not vote here who will also get the survey.  Additionally, on 08/14/2018, 
there was a motion to abandon Zoning Amendment No. 76, which was event barns, “until a 
survey is done on the topic.”  Goss stated there has been no rush, but the April newsletter is 
going out soon, which is an avenue for the survey to be sent out when it does not cost any more 
to send it out.  Regarding public input on the survey, Goss also noted that the board would not 
ask people who have signed petitions against event barns to work on the survey, just as the board 
would not ask people who own historic agricultural barns to work on the survey.   
 
Hubbell invited Zoning Administrator Wolf to come up. 
 
Wolf stated that currently the ordinance speaks to these are a use permitted by special use permit 
in the commercial district.  If somebody were to come in and want this type of facility, they 
would be required to submit materials to the planning commission for a public hearing and then 
the planning commission would make their recommendations and forward it to the township 
board for their determination.  Another alternative is that someone may come in and apply for 
rezoning of a property to commercial.  It must fit the fabric of the community, no spot zoning, 
and be consistent with the future land use map delineated in the 2015 Master Plan.   
 
Wolf also stated something kind of unique to Whitewater Township is that they also allow use 
variances.  When local zoning regulations do not clearly provide for such a use, an applicant may 
seek a use variance to permit the conversion of a barn of a farming operation to a commercial 
operation.  Article 18 from the zoning board of appeals in the Whitewater Township Zoning 
Ordinance allows the zoning board of appeals to create use variances only upon finding that an 
unnecessary hardship exists.  A use variance is a variance that permits a use that is otherwise 
prohibited in that district.  If all of a farmer’s crops catch fire or something devastating happens 
to them, unnecessary hardship, they could be warranted to come before the zoning board of 
appeals to grant a determination for such use variance.  Wolf stated that is what the ordinance 
speaks to at this time.  
 
Goss stated we are at the point that we need to find out what the entire community thinks and we 
need to finalize something very soon for the newsletter.    
 
Hubbell agreed and stated we need to keep moving on this.  There are no hidden agendas in the 
closets.  There is no hurry on this, but we can save a fair amount of money to send this out in the 
newsletter.  This might be one of the first, one of the many; maybe we will have another one, but 
we need to get a feeling.  He stated it was very clear that Popp is doing his job and he will be 
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aware of it after it is critiqued tonight.  Hubbell stated he does not see where the quote of saying 
there is a hurry or there is misconception out there; it is not quite right.  Hubbell stated he takes 
quite concern to that because he has never been on this board to do that; he is here to serve the 
people and he thinks everybody here on this board is.  He thinks a lot of people get their feathers 
ruffled and think the wrong thing, but that is not the case.  He stated we need to carry on with 
business as usual and move forward with what we have before us here tonight.  
 
Bachi said he thinks Hubbell misunderstood what he was saying.  He merely said that that was a 
memo that had relevance to the survey, because he is our supervisor and his input is important.  
He is fulfilling his job 100% right now, other than he is not here.  Bachi stated he does not 
believe it should be biased at all with the public as well.  Maybe what was talked about in public 
was maybe public input just like town meeting style.  He does not think it was like Janet Bachi or 
someone that is obviously adamant against them.  He understands that is definitely no doubt 
biased.  He just was bringing up a couple concerns.  One of his concerns is the time of the year; 
it is the worst time of the year to send out a survey.   
 
Benak noted people have forwarded mail.   
 
Goss noted the newsletter will not go out until sometime in the first half of April, and the thought 
is that the township will allow 2 to 2-1/2 months for people to respond. 
 
Benak noted anybody who is not here will be back. 
 
Goss stated that with the medical marijuana survey it was at least 2 months that the survey was 
out, and reminders were put out to remind people to get their surveys in.   
 
Discussion followed regarding the length of time the survey will be out, reminders that will be 
sent, the turnout for the medical marijuana survey, the cost of sending the survey out by itself, 
popularity of the spring newsletter. 
 
Hubbell stated we have an opportunity to critique this and he thinks both Rons can have an 
opportunity to weigh in on this before it goes in the newsletter.  Hubbell stated he is very sorry 
that Popp cannot be here, he feels terrible for Popp and his kids, and he thinks Popp would agree 
with him that we have to move on.  
 
Benak stated that when she was not able to be here because of medical issues, she read her board 
packet and did a memo about things she wanted her opinions known on and submitted it to the 
clerk so the board knew what her concerns were about certain situations.  She stated she thinks 
Popp can do the same thing.   
 
Benak asked Bachi if Popp sent a list of questions for Bachi to bring up. 
 
Bachi stated they had some discussions.   
 
Benak asked Bachi if Popp is weighing in through Bachi tonight. 
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Bachi said absolutely; he is always weighing in.   
 
Hubbell suggested we go through the survey one by one, especially since we have Wolf here to 
help us with it.  He also stated he read the letter that was directed toward her and did not take too 
kindly to it.  He thinks we have a very good zoning administrator.  She was asked to do 
something, and he does not think that it was very kind, some of the words that were put in there 
directed toward her.   He thinks she is doing what is asked of her.  He stated he has been on the 
township board maybe too long, but he has seen a lot of zoning administrators come and go and 
he does not want to lose another one, especially a good one.  He asked that everyone give the 
new zoning administrator a little bit of a break. 
 
Benak added:  And some respect, until she does something where she does not earn it.   
 
(1:38:45) 
The draft event barn survey was reviewed and discussed, with some public input allowed.  The 
following changes were made to the survey: 
 
Opening paragraph:  No changes. 
Question 1:  No changes. 
Question 2:  Add g. Other.   
Question 3:  Add g. Other. 
Question 4:  No changes. 
Question 5:  No changes. 
Question 6:  Add f. None. 
Question 7:  No changes. 
Question 8:  No changes.   
Question 9:  Remove the “a” option. 
Question 10:  No changes. 
Last paragraph:  No changes.  June 30 will be the deadline to have surveys returned.     
 
There was discussion of allowing some time for Popp to weigh in on the survey.   It was agreed 
that the survey will be brought back on the 3/26 agenda for comments from Popp.  Other than 
that, there is consensus that, with the changes discussed, it is ready to be mailed out.   
 
WMDLS Account - Final Reconciliation (2:32:18) 
Benak read her memo and explained how the deficiency came to be.  She stated that it was a lot 
of work and took months to put it all together.  People bought sold, split, combined, which all 
affected their special assessment.  There was a lot of research and time spent straightening out all 
the technical issues.  Auditors told her they would charge $150 an hour.  If the township had paid 
someone to do the process, it would have cost more than the $3,000.  Benak admitted it was an 
error made in her office, but she is human.   
 
Discussion followed.   
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Motion by Lawson to transfer $3,228.16 from the Road Replacement Fund to the WMDLS 
Fund; second by Hubbell.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Hubbell, yes; 
Lawson, yes; Popp, absent; Benak, yes; Goss, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Planning Commission Request - Stand-Alone Storage Buildings/Temporary Uses (2:45:33) 
There was discussion of whether a stand-alone storage building is different than an accessory 
structure, along with the attendant concerns of crime, people living in them, not allowed 
elsewhere in the county, creating problems for the zoning administrator. 
 
Lawson said the PC was talking about considering it more in the recreation area, and a lot of 
times pole barns are for equipment to be stored in.  Another one was off the lakes, people with 
properties that are adjoining or across the street being able to put something over there to put 
their boats in.   
 
Benak stated people already do that; they come to the ZBA, and also stated she said no on 
recreation because if she cannot put up a house unless she’s got five acres, she sure does not 
want them putting an accessory structure that they are going to call a storage barn.  
 
Hubbell invited the zoning administrator to give her opinion.   
 
Wolf stated she echoes the same sentiments as what is the difference between that and an 
accessory structure, and thinks maybe the definition would need to include some language such 
as structure such as a garage, shed or pole building used for storage on a parcel that does not 
have a residential unit already established, used for the storage of vehicles, equipment, boats, 
RVs, personal belongings.  Building may not be used as a dwelling; that is hard to monitor.  
Perhaps there needs to be language that they cannot hook up to water or sewer, but after it is 
built, how are we in control of that without doing site inspections.  Building shall not be used for 
profit; she agrees with that.  She stated she is hesitant when we get to language in the R1, R2, 
and R3 districts.  She would tread cautiously on that.  As Benak mentioned, it is not allowed in 
other townships.  From what she found on a quick Internet search, Blair, Acme, Garfield, East 
Bay, Peninsula are all no.   Owners may have a concern that these types of structures as opposed 
to a single-family home may decrease their property values.  She thinks there should be some 
language in there pertaining to exterior surfaces having a suitable finishing material so we do not 
have buildings pieced together.  She has seen some pretty nice pole buildings and some really 
crappy ones.  It talks about in the agricultural and the RC district shall not exceed 10% without a 
special use permit.  She asked why limit the size in this district to 5,000 square feet and not the 
R1, R2, and R3.  Parcels in agricultural and RC are often larger and might better support these 
types of structures.  She said she does not agree with the special use because that is costly; it is 
engineered plans and a public hearing.  She stated her suggestion would perhaps let the size of 
the lot determine the square footage of the building allowed, as opposed to having to have them 
come before the planning commission for a special use, because if this was allowed, it might be 
pretty popular and that might really bog down the planning commission and also the township 
board because special uses ultimately come to the board.     
 
Discussion followed, including input from planning commission member Eric Render.    
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Goss stated the question right now is do we want the planning commission to continue to work 
on this, with the zoning administrator’s assistance.   
 
Hubbell agreed. 
 
Benak is opposed, stating there is a reason it is not being done everywhere.   
 
Lawson will take the board’s comments to the planning commission.  
 
Proposed Joint Meeting Township Board/Planning Commission re: Recodification 
Proposals (3:08:10) 
The proposed joint meeting was discussed.  It was agreed that the date of 4/9 is not suitable, 
mainly due to it being the board’s only meeting date in April.  It was suggested it be planned for 
a special meeting, with the date to be announced. 
 
The possibility of a subcommittee consisting of one township board member and one planning 
commission member was briefly discussed. 
 
Consensus was reached to add discussion of a possible joint meeting to the 4/9 agenda.   
 
Tabled Items (3:15:49) 
1. Review Administrative Policy Section 5 (tabled 10/14/2014) 
2. Review Ordinance 22 Pension Plan (tabled 10/25/2016) 
3. Review Whitewater Township Planning & Zoning Fees (tabled 02/28/2017) 
 
Tabled items will remain tabled.   
  
Board Comments/Discussion (3:15:57) 
Hubbell asked Goss to clarify what the board decided about number of days to get the agenda 
out.     
 
Goss explained that board packets will go out five business days before a meeting, and the clerk 
and supervisor will finalize the agenda eight business days before a meeting.   
 
Hubbell stated he asked about it for Ron Bachi’s sake, as well as a reminder to Ron Popp. 
 
Announcements (3:18:34) 
1. Township Board special meeting on 3/13 at 6 p.m. 
2. Township Board special meeting on 3/18 at 6 p.m. 
3. Township Board regular meeting on 3/26 at 7 p.m., including 2019/2010 budget public 

hearing. 
 
Public Comment (3:18:59) 
Thomas Czerwinski, 7021 Cook Road, stated we have been going around and around with this. 
In his view, the word farmer has always been used, the word historic has always been used, but 
yet there is no definition of historic.  Is it a five-year-old barn?  Is it a hundred-year barn?  He 
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stated that is what got all of them upset, is that the property on Cook Road had no barn and no 
agriculture, has not been farmed for 30 years, and an application goes through to put a structure 
on there, which has to be built. 
 
Goss interrupted and said no application ever went through; they were asking the planning 
commission to come up with language to allow event barns; they did not make an application. 
 
Hubbell reminded that we can take your comment; we cannot address it right now, but we can at 
the next meeting. 
 
Czerwinski stated that is what has upset all of us; the words historic and farmer were used.  Yet, 
the property is asking for an application.  He can see from the survey that he would object to the 
“typically events are historic agricultural barns” language.  What is the definition of an historic 
barn?  He would think of a hundred-year-old barn, a hundred-year-old historic structure, and 
would make his basis on that.  Yet it says “typically.”  What is not typically?  The property 
across from them is not typical.  There is no barn there, no farming going on.  Everyone is going 
to view this survey as the farmer who needs to convert this barn that is 100 years old to a thing, 
and they are going to fill out this survey according to that. 
 
Heidi Vollmuth, 8371 Winne Lane, said she thinks we leave the age off the survey.  It does not 
matter how old they are.  She also stated the clerk made a comment be careful, we will tie our 
hands; she is curious what was meant by that.  To the structure building, what are you going to 
do about the people who already have one?  Are you going to grandfather that in?  Because there 
are people who already have them in this township.  If it is going to the planning commission, 
she would like to see something on grandfathering any structures that are already there. 
 
Mark Hamilton, 1330 Hursh Road, regarding the stand-alone structure issue, asked the board to 
take the time to research it; he thinks it is a viable option.     
 
Adjournment (3:24:57) 
Motion by Lawson to adjourn; second by Benak.  On voice vote, all those present voted in favor, 
none opposed, Popp absent.  Meeting adjourned at 10:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 
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Whitewater Township Board 
Minutes of Special Meeting held March 13, 2019  

 
 
Call to Order 
In the absence of the supervisor, Clerk Goss called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. at the 
Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan. 
 
Motion by Lawson to nominate Hubbell to chair the meeting; second by Benak.  There was 
no discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and Lawson voted in favor, none 
opposed, Popp absent.  Motion carried.  
 
Roll Call of Board Members 
Board members present:  Treasurer Benak, Goss, Trustee Hubbell, Trustee Lawson 
Board members absent:  Supervisor Popp 
Others present:  Fire Chief Brandon Flynn, Deputy Supervisor Ron Bachi 
 
Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
There were no adjustments. 
 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
None 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Agenda Items as Listed in Special Meeting Notice 
Compensation of Deputy Supervisor 
Goss stated she is not comfortable with not paying Popp his salary.  The motion regarding this 
issue on 02/26/2019 does not say that Popp is forfeiting his salary, and the township cannot 
afford to pay two supervisor salaries.  Goss suggested that the deputy supervisor position should 
be listed on the Graded Wage Scale, the same place as deputy clerk or deputy treasurer.  Also, 
wage line item 101-171-703 should be added for deputy supervisor wages, as well as 
appropriation of funds to the new wage line item.  The new line item will need to have funds 
appropriated in the new fiscal year budget also.   
 
Brief discussion followed.   
 
Hubbell inquired whether a job description needed to be created for the deputy supervisor 
position. 
 
Goss replied that there are no job descriptions for deputy clerk or deputy treasurer.   
 
Motion by Lawson to add the deputy supervisor position to the Graded Wage Scale; second 
by Hubbell.  There was no further discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and 
Lawson voted in favor, none opposed, Popp absent.  Motion carried.    
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Goss stated she will add the 101-171-703 line item, but it will need to be funded.   
 
Discussion followed.     
 
Motion by Lawson to amend the budget to move $3,000 from Contingency to deputy 
supervisor wages; second by Benak.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Benak, 
yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, absent.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion by Benak to rescind her motion of 02/26/2019 regarding wages for Ron Bachi; 
second by Goss.  There was no further discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and 
Lawson voted in favor, none opposed, Popp absent.  Motion carried.  
 
Budget Work Session 
Budget discussions began with the Recreation Fund.  Goss said she consulted with the Parks & 
Recreation Committee on Monday night and provided an updated budget for this fund. 
 
Proposed revenues and expenditures were discussed. 
 
Goss reminded the board about the Memo of Understanding which was entered into last year 
with Milton Township, which was a commitment of $1,000 per year for five years to assist 
Milton Township with their park.  Last year, it was taken out of the General Fund contingency.  
Goss inquired where in the budget this expenditure should be placed.   
 
Discussion followed.  
 
There was consensus that the $1,000 expenditure will come out of the General Fund 101-101-
852 Promotional Expenses line item.   
 
There was brief discussion regarding letting the public know about the Milton Township park. 
 
Ambulance Fund proposed revenues and expenditures were discussed.  Several adjustments were 
made.   
 
Ambulance Replacement Fund was not addressed as it is no longer in use. 
 
Discussion turned to the Public Improvement Fund and whether monies placed in the fund can 
be removed for other uses.   
 
Benak stated from what she has read, the Public Improvement Fund is for improving public 
facilities and the township as a whole.  You park money there, and then when you have a project, 
you bring the money out of there and move it to the fund that is being affected.  This gives you 
an option to set aside money for public improvements, for planning, without designating where it 
goes right now.  That way, it does not get spent on other things.  She stated a perfect example 
would be if we wanted to build a township hall but did not want to increase taxes to do it, so we 
build a plan so many years out for what it is going to take to build a new township hall.  She said 
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it is very similar to what the township does already with the fire improvement fund.  She said it 
is a place to put money to improve township buildings; it can even be for township roads.  If you 
needed to move money from there to a township road project, you could.  But if you move the 
money into township roads, you cannot move it out for something else.  She stated that is the 
reading she did but would like to hear what the auditors have to say. 
 
Goss is hopeful the auditors will respond before the next budget work session or the budget 
public hearing.    
 
Benak stated she will consult the MTA website also.   
 
Moving on to the Fire Capital Improvement Fund, the Transfers from Other Funds and Capital 
Expenditure line items were extensively discussed. 
 
Chief Flynn stated $425,000 should be allowed for the cost of the pumper tanker.  Flynn stated 
he has not been able to find out whether all of it will be needed in this fiscal year, and stated the 
commercial chassis apparatus the township is looking for takes about 12 months to build.  He 
stated none of the manufacturers will commit to any kind of time frame, but it is looking like at 
least 12 months to get a new pumper tanker.  
 
Discussion followed regarding the amount to budget in the Capital Expenditure line item.  It was 
agreed that $270,000 will be allocated, which includes $225,000 for partial cost of the pumper 
tanker and $45,000 for half of the cost of the proposed asphalt project at the Emergency Services 
Building.   
 
The amount to transfer from the Fire Fund to the Fire Capital Improvement Fund was 
extensively discussed.   
 
The board also discussed timing of budgeted transfers and agreed that they should take place 
close to the beginning of the fiscal year.  Benak suggested that the reasoning for transfers should 
be documented in the final budget document. 
 
Consensus was reached that all of the Rural Fire funds will be transferred to the Fire Capital 
Improvement Fund after April 1.  The number $223,251 (sic) will be shown in the Fire Capital 
Improvement Fund in the 699 Transfers from Other Funds line item.  The $90,000 budgeted to 
be transferred in the current fiscal year will not be transferred.   
 
Goss stated she is recommending that a new shredder for the clerk’s office be budgeted at a cost 
of $2,300.  The existing strip shredder does not meet the level 7 requirement for destruction of 
HIPAA documents or personnel records.   
 
The General Fund Capital Expenditure line item allocation will be increased to $22,500 to allow 
for purchase of a level 7 shredder. 
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Goss also recommended that the Graded Wage Scale be amended to reflect a starting wage of 
$13 per hour for deputy clerks, treasurers and supervisors, with annual 3% increases for each 
year of service.  
 
After brief discussion, the board was in agreement with the increase for deputies. 
 
Goss next recommended that the Salary/Wage Schedule be amended to provide for an increase in 
election inspector wages from $11 to $12 per hour and in election chairperson wages from $12 to 
$14 per hour.   
 
On a side note, Goss noted she found a building and grounds worker job description on the MTA 
website, which may be useful when developing a handyman job description.   
 
After some discussion, the board elected to increase the wage for election inspectors to $13.50 
per hour and for election chairpersons to $15.00 per hour.   
 
Benak asked if board salaries should be raised. 
 
After brief discussion, it was agreed that board member salaries should not be increased in this 
budget cycle. 
 
Benak raised a question concerning the amount of funds to be transferred from the General Fund 
to the Road Repair/Replacement Fund.   
 
Goss reported that, per the 2019 project list provided by Road Commissioner Marc McKellar, 
there are no projects scheduled for Whitewater Township.    
 
Discussion followed, with Benak suggesting that the recommended $100,000 transfer be split 
evenly between the Road Repair/Replacement Fund and the Public Improvement Fund, adding 
that the $50,000 in the Public Improvement Fund can be spent on roads.  
 
The board agreed with Benak’s suggestion. 
 
Goss stated she will get all the numbers entered and send out the updated budget document with 
notations.   
 
The entire budget will be reviewed and final adjustments made at the March 18 budget work 
session.   
 
Board Comments/Discussion  
None 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Hubbell noted that the next meeting is March 18 at 6:00 p.m. 
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Adjournment 
Motion by Lawson to adjourn; second by Benak.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 
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Whitewater Township Board 
Minutes of Special Meeting held March 18, 2019  

 
 
Call to Order 
In the absence of the supervisor, Clerk Goss called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan. 
 
Motion by Lawson to nominate Hubbell to chair the meeting; second by Benak.  There was 
no further discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and Lawson voted in favor, 
none opposed, Popp absent.  Motion carried.  
 
Roll Call of Board Members 
Board members present:  Treasurer Benak, Goss, Trustee Hubbell, Trustee Lawson 
Board members absent:  Supervisor Popp 
Others present:  Deputy Supervisor Ron Bachi 
 
Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
There were no adjustments. 
 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
None 
 
Public Comment 
Ron Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, deputy supervisor, present.   
 
Agenda Items as Listed in Special Meeting Notice 
Budget Work Session 
Goss explained the process of e-mailing MTA’s legal counsel, Catherine Mullhaupt, after the 
allegation on March 7 that the March 4 and March 7 meetings were illegal.  Mullhaupt’s 
response was that the final answer will have to come from the township’s attorney and they 
should be asked whether the board should re-enact any actions taken at the meetings.   
 
Goss stated that instead of spending money at the attorney’s office, the “illegal” March 4 
meeting should be re-enacted.  Goss noted that her budget document for the 3/4 meeting has all 
the numbers in red that were discussed on that date, so the board can easily go back through the 
sections of the budget that were addressed on 3/4.  Goss stated that the 3/4 draft minutes can also 
be reviewed, and provided copies of same to the board and deputy supervisor.     
 
The board agreed with reviewing the sections of the budget that were discussed on 3/4. 
 
As took place on 3/4, the board started with Department 265, Township Hall and Grounds, and 
reviewed and confirmed the amount allocated to every line item in the department.  The board 
also confirmed that they agreed to add $10,000 to the General Fund Contingency account to park 
money for handyman services at the township hall and both cemeteries, and to determine later 
whether that person would be an independent contractor or an employee.   
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The board then reviewed and confirmed all line item allocations in the following General Fund 
departments:  Cemetery, Planning Commission (including a wage increase for members, the 
addition of $7,000 in the Township Board department, line 804, for recodification of general 
ordinances, and the addition of $3,000 in the Capital Expenditure account for six laptops and 
associated items), Zoning Administrator (including a $2 per hour wage increase, nixing of the 
requested amount in the 804 line item, and setting aside $800 in Capital Expenditure for a 
laptop), Zoning Board of Appeals (including a wage increase for members), Insurance, 
Contingency, Capital Expenditure (including amounts for planning commission laptops, zoning 
administrator laptop, flooring, treasurer desktop, and supervisor laptop).   
 
The board confirmed their 3/4 discussion that painting would come out of facility repairs, 
parking lot sealing and striping would be a facility repair/maintenance number, and that the 
$10,000 in the Township Hall Facility Repairs/Maintenance line item was adequate considering 
$2,500 for the parking lot and $4,000 for interior painting.  Capital Expenditure was pegged at 
$20,000.   
 
The board confirmed the Transfers to Other Funds discussion which took place on 3/4, i.e., 
Popp’s recommended amount, Benak’s suggestion to put money in the Public Improvement 
Fund, Goss’s research into what PIF money can be used for, $65,000 to Ambulance Fund, 
$10,000 to Road Fund, and $30,000 to the Recreation Fund.   
 
The board reviewed and confirmed all line item allocations in the Road Fund, the Road 
Repair/Replacement Fund (including the need to revisit the recommended $100,000 transfer), 
and the Park Fund (including an increase in the park ranger starting wage to $12 per hour, with a 
possible end-of-season incentive). 
 
The board reviewed and confirmed that the final items handled on 3/4 were the decision to pick 
up with the Recreation Fund on 3/7, as well as moving the discussion of deputy supervisor 
compensation to the 3/7 agenda, brief comments by Hubbell under Board Comments/Discussion, 
no public comment, next meeting on 3/7, and adjournment at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Bachi complimented Goss on her recap of the 3/4 meeting. 
 
Discussion turned to the taxable value figure on which township allocated, fire special 
assessment district, and ambulance millage levies should be based.   
 
After much discussion, it was agreed that a conservative figure of $205,000,000 will be used.  
The property tax revenue figure in the General Fund was adjusted to $121,000.   
 
Line 670, cell tower revenue, was adjusted to $41,000 per information from Goss.   
 
The Fire Fund property tax revenue figure was adjusted to $205,000.   
 
In the Ambulance Fund, the property tax revenue figure was adjusted to $305,450. 
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Returning to the General Fund, Goss adjusted the deputy clerk wage line item to $12,000.   
 
Benak adjusted the deputy treasurer wage line item to $10,176.  
 
Benak also brought up the idea of having her deputy work on digitizing records in the 
treasurer/zoning office and the advantages of same. 
 
Discussion followed.   
 
It was agreed that $4,100 will be added to the zoning administrator 703 wage line item to pay the 
deputy treasurer to assist the zoning administrator with scanning documents.   
 
Goss noted that she forgot to add the 703 line item in the supervisor department for deputy 
supervisor wages and asked for guidance on what to allocate in this line item for the next fiscal 
year. 
 
Consensus was reached to allocate $4,000 to the 101-171-703 line item.   
 
Social Security and Medicare line items were also adjusted in the supervisor, clerk, treasurer 
(using a figure of $10,200 for deputy wages), and zoning administrator departments to account 
for the additional wages.  
 
Benak pointed out that a memo was received from Popp minutes before the meeting stating he 
does not agree with not putting $100,000 in the Road Repair/Replacement Fund.   
 
Bachi stated Popp’s argument is that matching funds are needed.   
 
Discussion followed.  No changes were made in the previously-agreed-to split of $50,000 to the 
Road Repair/Replacement Fund and $50,000 to the Public Improvement Fund.     
 
Bachi said Popp’s memo also stated that the $18,000 dugout might need engineering because it is 
over $15,000.   
 
Goss stated it is a manufactured item.   
 
Benak noted that Popp has requested that a recording of tonight’s meeting be put on CD and sent 
to him.   
 
Goss stated she will make a notation on the General Fund Contingency line item that $25,000 is 
unallocated and $10,000 is for handyman wages. 
 
Bachi suggested the first place the township should look for a handyman is a fireman. 
 
Goss said that has been discussed previously and the firemen are not interested. 
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Fund by fund, Goss recapped several changes which were made in the budget document, 
salary/wage schedule, and graded wage scale.   
 
Bachi asked for an explanation of the $1,000 commitment to Milton Township.     
 
Goss and other board members explained how the commitment came about.   
 
Goss said she will make the budget document changes and prepare the budget public hearing 
format document. 
 
The budget public hearing process was briefly discussed, as well as additional items for the 3/26 
agenda.   
 
Benak asked Bachi if he knows of anything Popp has for the 3/26 meeting. 
 
Bachi said Popp will have his input for the event barn survey; he realizes the board has a pretty 
full plate with the budget and has not mentioned anything else.  He stated Popp will be back 
soon.    
 
Board Comments/Discussion  
In jest, Hubbell stated hopefully we will nominate Lawson to run the next meeting. 
 
Bachi said he thinks the board has the power to nominate him.   
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Lawson to adjourn; second by Benak.  Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 
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Whitewater Township Board 
Minutes of Special Meeting held March 25, 2019  

 
Call to Order 
Supervisor Popp called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. at the Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 
Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan.  
 
Roll Call of Board Members  
Board Members present:  Treasurer Benak, Clerk Goss, Trustee Hubbell, Popp   
Board Members absent:  Trustee Lawson (on his way) 
Others present:  Deputy Supervisor Bachi, Rick Stout (Fleis & VandenBrink), and 9 others 
 
Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
There were no adjustments. 
 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
None 
 
Public Comment (2:09) 
Shelly Rybarsyk, 9543 Palaestrum Road, stated she is here to address her concern about the 
proposed change to our township park.  She is concerned about the speed that this is being 
rushed through without township residents’ feedback.  She guessed half the community is gone; 
snowbirds may not be aware that this is happening.  She stated we have one of the prettiest 
township parks in the state.  She feels like we want to turn the park into a metro marina.  She 
asked if there has been any study done how many times during the summer we need 90 places 
for boat parking.  Her guess is 4th of July, Labor Day, and Memorial Day.  She also questions 
the proposed floating docks, whether they would be permanent storage for people or day storage.  
She questions who will do the upkeep and pay the liability and insurance.  She wonders if 
anyone has done research on the feasibility of using floating docks on a lake considering they get 
very rough water.   
 
(Trustee Lawson arrived at 6:05 p.m.) 
 
She questions too, if they are permanent, if they are going to include boat lifts.  Mooring a boat 
on Elk Lake without a boat lift is foolish. 
 
(5:09) 
Pat Pierce, 9500 Larsen Road, stated he lives a mile south of Whitewater Township Park.  He 
stated, as a riparian, for himself, we do not own these beautiful waters, they should be shared, 
and some features of the new park he finds absolutely great.  He said a fixed pier is a good idea.  
The boat cleaning station is fantastic and fits in with recent state passed laws that make boat 
owners aware of the dangers of invasive species.  He hopes that is not left on the table in the 
future.  The 4-lane boat launch is necessary, even for the 55 lots.  The kayak launch is fantastic 
and will go well with the Elk Rapids Rotary Club’s own plans for a kayak launch.  He stated his 
concerns are upping the 42 present parking spots to 98.  There is also two other spaces with a 
future possibility of 50 plus 24 additional possible overflow spaces for boats and trailers.  This 
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would be a total of 172 possibly in the future.  He stated this is a real concern for him and shows 
the direction that someone wishes to take the park from the 55-site campground to something 
quite different in the future.  At 55 sites, he thinks a 22-boat floating ramp is just the right 
number.  With 55 sites, about half of those people would have boats that they should be able to 
keep in the water instead of trailering every day in and out, and no one likes to see moored boats 
off the campsite.  In light of all the possible parking spaces, he comes to one of three 
conclusions:  Either someone has determined a very large future increase in outside day boaters, 
which he does not think is the case, or you are planning to substantially increase the number of 
campsites from 55 to some other very large number to accommodate 190-some parking spots, or 
what he fears most is that the township has plans to increase the 22 floating boat slips, which is 
substantiated once he sees the old plan which says 66.  The much larger number of added boat 
trailer spaces would indicate that someone is thinking in the future of adding a lot more floating 
boat slips and changing the décor of this beautiful park that we all enjoy and appreciate to 
something quite unsightly from the water.  He repeated that as a riparian, he has no control over 
who uses the water, but he does look out for his rights as a property owner, especially just one 
mile away, from the viewpoint of his privacy and the quiet and peace that he paid into to buy a 
lot on beautiful Elk Lake.  He said he will always be at these meetings to protect that right.     
 
(9:15) 
James Rybarsyk, 9543 Palaestrum Road, stated this whole thing is being rushed forward so fast 
to try to get this grant money.  Most of the public does not even have any idea what is going on 
here.  This is just drastic overkill.  He stated they take their boat out three or four times a week 
and they go by this thing and most of the traffic is on Labor Day, Memorial Day, and 4th of July.  
Sure, there are other weekends that they park up on the grass, but it is very limited.  He stated 
you are turning this thing into like a metro area marina.  He thinks it is drastic overkill and you 
are going to totally disrupt the community that we live in based upon what we have here in front 
of us.  He stated he is totally opposed to it. 
 
(10:38) 
Sue Anderson, 9483 Palaestrum Road, said she is just reiterating the same thing she said at the 
first meeting for the record, which is a little bit on a different topic  She stated they have some 
mapping issues down in that area from Palaestrum and Cram where the GPS is now leading 
people down a private road through the conservancy to the park, even in the face of signage that 
says the park is not here.  She said she does not know what has changed to make that happen, but 
last year was the first time.  Her concern for that would be if we are looking to accommodate 
increased traffic separate from this plan, somebody needs to look into that mapping issue.  She 
said she has already reported it to all the places that she is aware of that it can be reported.  She 
also said from the standpoint of the owners who live directly south of the park property and share 
that property line, if you look from an aerial view, you can tell the current swimming beach kind 
of actually shoots people right off in front of their house, so the concern would be just as the 
development is happening, if there are going to be more boats in that area, that that is really well 
defined as to where that boating traffic should stop in front of that private residence, whatever 
the regulations are for that.   
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Agenda Items as Listed in Special Meeting Notice (12:22) 
Revised Whitewater Township Park Conceptual Plan/Master Plan 
Rick Stout stated, with respect to the master planning process, it is not ever the intention that 
everything on a plan is getting built.  The idea is to explore options, ideas, thoughts.  He stated 
he does not think it was anybody’s intention to end up building 178 parking spaces for trailers.  
There are a couple locations that we are saying either Option A, Option B.  He stated the original 
thought process from the township’s perspective is there is an issue with the launch.  Looking at 
DNR standards, if you are looking at three to four launches, the average launch requires at least 
30 spaces to be effective for trailer parking.  How you do that, it could be a combination of 
overflow areas or a combination of building a permanent lot.  It is really the purview of where do 
you want to go with the master plan.  He stated the slip piers was a thought process of do you 
want to try to provide boat parking; you may not want to provide any.  It may end up being two 
small finger piers just for somebody to tie up to.  It does not have to be a series of piers.  It could 
be two, or it could be just the fixed dock.  He stated part of the process is to have that discussion 
on those items.  In the process, they are trying to look out and explore and now try to funnel back 
down.  All those things are up for discussion.  If the direction is to scale those back, then that is 
the direction that we can modify the plan.  First and foremost is exploring some of those options 
and saying you have a topographically challenged property; where are some of the areas that 
could be developed, just to try to give everybody a size, scale and scope.  The same thing with 
the drain field; there is an Option A and an Option B.  He stated he does not think it is anybody’s 
intention to build two drain fields and drastically expand the campground.  The intent with the 
campground is primarily going to be in the future of upgrading the power service to the existing 
sites.  It is outside of this, and he does not think there has ever really been a discussion that the 
campground needs to be 150 spaces.  It is more of that would be another stand-alone project of 
how do you operate those camp facilities to really serve the campers.  As units get larger and 
larger and have more electrical need, the 20-amp and 30-amp services are not really working for 
camping. 
 
It was noted by Benak that these are not just for campers.  These would be for Whitewater 
Township citizens to come and use the boat launch and have a place to park also.  They may not 
be staying in the campground.   
 
Stout agreed, and stated one of the things is:  Do those even end up being gravel lots?  They do 
not necessarily have to be paved, which would have the advantage of letting water through and 
being permeable.  He stated we are just trying to explore circulation, where could parking take 
place, how much parking.  The direction at the last meeting was we had three boat launch bays.  
He stated he thinks the direction was that four would be more conducive, just in the ability to 
manage the traffic.  He stated there is a lot of flexibility in the scale and scope, and that is part of 
the dialogue.  There was the thought of potentially do you look at some scaled-back version of 
improvements in the ramp under a Waterways grant, which are typically due in April.  He stated 
if your directive is to wait and postpone it for a year, that is totally up to the community.   
 
Stout stated they tried to take some of the comments, addressing the kayakers, leaving the 
existing shelter building, trying to accommodate day user parking the best that we can.  He stated 
the variable is what level do you want to really accommodate and how many boaters do you 
want to try to accommodate.  It is a first-come, first-serve basis, and if it is 43 or 45 or it is 90, 
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when it is full, it is full.  He stated that is the directive that needs to come from this board and the 
community. 
 
Benak inquired of Stout:  The time frame of April 1 to put your concept in for a grant through the 
Waterways, if we were to use this concept that is sitting before us today with modifications, 
whatever we submit by April 1, that is just a concept; you do not have to build everything that is 
there, but if you get a grant, you cannot build something that is not there.  Benak gave an 
example of getting a grant for a stage one project and asked if, in a year or two, when we go for 
another grant, can we change this concept.   
 
Stout said yes, any concept is never etched in stone; it is fluid.  This grant opportunity on April 1 
might be relocation of the drain field and improvements at the launch ramp and maybe some 
gravel parking for trailers.  It is a master plan.  It is not what is intended to try to be put in the 
ground this year.  This may take 10 to 15 years to come to fruition.  He stated we are trying to 
identify the whole, so that when you go forward, the pieces make sense.  He stated he put overall 
what are the dollars involved, and it can be shrunken down to what are the key elements that 
have to happen first to make some of these things happen.  It does not necessarily mean that 
there is going to be paving; it does not necessarily mean that you are going to build 120 parking 
spots for trailers.  He thinks the idea of boat slips is something that may be 15 to 20 years down 
the road.  It was just something to get the discussion going.  Does it make sense; does it not make 
sense.  He stated the worst thing that would happen, from their perspective, is someone would 
say, well, didn’t you think about maybe having boat slips.  Yes, we did, and it went through the 
process and the community said no, that is really not one of the priorities.  That’s where the 
concept started.  These are ideas; let’s talk about them, and if it makes sense to pull them back, 
let’s pull them back.   
 
Popp inquired when Stout supplied the document dated 3/22/2019 to the township. 
 
Stout replied he believes 3/22. 
 
Popp stated this is the first time he is seeing it; it was not included in the packet of information.   
 
Goss noted the packet had already gone out. 
 
Popp stated we had some residents the last time go through some of their own personal funds to 
kind of overlay with Stout’s document where the current park resides.  Popp stated he does not 
see that information on the provisional drawing.  He thinks Keuvelaar did it on his own volition, 
and it showed many of the campsites within 5 to 10 feet of the parking lot.   
 
Stout stated this was modified to pull the parking lot drastically back from the campsites. 
 
Popp stated there is no delineation of where the existing campsites are.     
 
Stout stated they have aerial information that the campsites are in the woods.  They do not have a 
full survey.  He stated that would be part of the process going forward, is refining that and 
getting that information, but they are going off aerial information the best they can. 



3372 
 DRAFT MINUTES – FOR 04/09/2019 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Whitewater Township Board - Minutes of 03/25/2019 
 

 
Popp stated the e-mail of 3/19 was also not included in the packet, which covers some important 
verbiage on the plans indicating items that are scaled back.  He said it would have been nice to 
have that in the packet so folks could understand what was going on.  The drawing went out with 
no explanation. 
 
Goss stated Mr. Stout is here to explain the drawing. 
 
Goss went on to detail why the whole concept of expanding the launch is being undertaken, i.e., 
it is not just campers who use the boat launch; there is a lot of daily boat traffic that comes in to 
the launch.  Campers are asked to take their trailers back to their campsite in order to allow the 
daily boaters to park in the launch parking lot.  There is also overflow parking west of the ranger 
station, which cannot be seen from the water.  There is a deficiency in the number of parking 
spaces as it sits right now.  The launch can be very busy when there are three or four vehicles 
that want to launch boats and, if the weather takes a turn, multiple boats trying to get out of the 
water at once.  Bass tournaments are occasionally hosted also.  Dedicated parking for the 
pavilion is also needed.  Goss stated the proposed additional drive which goes behind the ranger 
station is also needed.  Incoming traffic on Park Road, traffic for the campground, and traffic for 
the boat launch all converge near the ranger station, creating a highly congested area and a major 
safety concern.  The park has become a water trail site for Paddle Antrim.  A location north of 
the current launch has been proposed for a kayak launch in order to keep non-motorized and 
motorized watercraft traffic away from each other, with the plan being that an ADA launch will 
be installed eventually.  Parking is needed also in that location.   
 
Addressing some of the concerns, Goss stated parking will not be located near campsites.  There 
are currently no plans to expand the 55 sites at the campground.  The biggest challenge in the 
campground is that the amperage at sites needs to be upgraded.  Goss explained that the purpose 
of the parking spots is for camper boat traffic and daily boat traffic.  Movement of the dump 
station and drain field down Park Road to a better location, and adding a boat washing station, is 
also under consideration.  The ranger station needs to be replaced as well, perhaps with a small 
pre-built structure.     
 
Goss reiterated that we need to address the traffic for safety concerns, as well as additional ramps 
to speed up the launching process.  Being the only boat launch on the west side of Elk Lake, 
which is very popular because of its location on the Chain of Lakes, a lot of boaters use the park.  
The number of floating docks has been downsized on the plan but are not currently on the park’s 
radar.  The plan shows a lot of things that can be done at the park, but the price tag is not 
something the township can afford.  Goss stated she is not a proponent of incurring huge debt for 
the park.   
 
In answer to another concern, Goss stated we are not trying to rush this through.  She stated she 
met with two representatives of Fleis & VandenBrink at the park last fall and they came up with 
the initial plan.  The goal is to meet a 4/1 deadline to submit a Waterways grant application.  The 
goal is not to do everything shown on the plan; it is to address the most immediate concerns, 
safety of campers, boaters, and park personnel via the road access, get some more availability of 
boat ramp, get the kayak launch.  We do not need 120 boat parking places next year, but we do 
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need to start addressing some of these things.  She stated it is not that the park will be busier if 
you build these things.  The park has already gotten busy, the traffic is already there, and we are 
trying to address everyone’s safety and get people where they need to be quicker.   
 
Stout added that it is a long-term place-holding technique.  What you build and how you build it 
may take five phases to do and not really touch anything more on the water other than the fixed 
dock and the ramp.  He stated the day use area to the north and a kayak launch would probably 
be a separate grant application.  The south would be the same; that could be another phase.  You 
could do some reorganization at the entry way, but maybe that is phase two.  Putting down 
numbers starts to put a little bit of reality to what can you afford and how fast do you want to do 
it.   
 
Discussion followed concerning specific areas of the proposed plan and other comments: 

• Parking for RVs at the ranger station instead of parking on the main road. 
• The Baggs Road launch will be closed for the summer of 2019. 
• Two-way traffic down the center spine. 
• More logical flow at the entry way. 

 
Discussion turned to scaling back the plan to something that can be applied for by April 1. 
 
Part of the discussion was Stout’s comment that the cost of the launch improvements would be 
between $150,000 to $175,000, as well as Benak’s comment that she would like to see the cost 
of the different projects broken out separately so you can get a better idea of what to plan for in 
the future.   
 
Popp commented that he prefers parking away from the million-dollar view and a new pavilion. 
 
Benak commented that she likes the concept of the beach on the north.   
 
Stout stated the concept is to connect some of these things and provide opportunities for 
universal accessibility.   
 
Per Stout, communities have spent as much as $70,000 to $80,000 to do a kayak launch, which 
would include a universally accessible gangway and a floating system such as the EZ Dock 
system.  
 
Possible parking areas were discussed, with Stout stating they are looking at what are the larger 
flat areas which, with a minimal amount of grading, could be converted into some type of 
parking.  It was not envisioned that all of it be done.  If you are going to look at a shuttle service, 
it equates out to over 2,000 feet.   
 
Stout is estimating $65,000 to relocate the drain field and the dump station. 
 
Discussion again turned to the scale, scope, and cost of a first phase grant request.   
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Addressing the launch, additional parking even if it is gravel, and deferring the kayak launch, 
Goss stated she would like to see something that is not over $400,000, and thinking about the 
park coming up with a couple hundred thousand dollars over a couple year period.   
 
Goss offered that there may be some solutions which the park can do on their own to address the 
traffic and safety concerns at the ranger station area. 
 
Stout offered a few suggestions for those concerns.   
 
Popp expressed concern about using all of the funds the park has saved to complete a project, 
stating there should be a minimum balance established.   
 
Discussion followed concerning using General Fund monies, the self-sustaining status of the 
park, costs spread over 2 to 2-1/2 years, not allowing the park to fall into disrepair, and other 
sources of grant monies.   
 
Goss reiterated that she would like to see a scaled back project which includes improving the 
launch, adding some gravel parking, moving the drain field and dump station, and putting in the 
boat wash.  Goss added that it is just a matter of trying to better serve the boating public, who 
spend a lot of money at local businesses in the area, and the need to make sure that the people 
who come here have safe and upgraded facilities to use. 
 
Stout stated that having some type of plan will be important as the township pursues grant 
opportunities. 
 
Goss reminded everyone that the park has not been supported by taxpayer money in many years; 
it survives on camping fees, boating fees, and the sale of other items.   
 
In response to Goss’s request, Stout stated he could prepare a revision that can be discussed at 
the board’s meeting tomorrow night.   
 
At this point, Popp stated tomorrow night’s meeting agenda is already very full, the Whitewater 
Township Board needs to perform its due diligence on any future building or park expansion 
project, and insinuated that the fire station remodel project was grossly overbudget. 
 
Benak stated the facts show it was not grossly overbudget. 
 
Hubbell attempted to direct the discussion back to the topic at hand, at which time Popp became 
argumentative with Hubbell.    
 
A call to order was voiced by Deputy Supervisor Ron Bachi and the argument ended. 
 
Benak stated she would like to see the 16 spaces of trailer parking go back to the old concept, as 
well as the ranger station put back where it was.   
 
Goss agreed, thanked Stout for traveling here, and stated they have done a great job.  
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Stout stated their goal is to be the board’s advocate and take their direction.   
 
Goss noted that at the kickoff meeting lots of ideas were thrown out, which is where the original 
plan came from.  The engineering firm put everything on the plan, and no, the township cannot 
do all of it at once, and some of it may never be done, but we have to start somewhere.  
 
In response to Benak’s question regarding more conceptual meetings in the future to maybe 
revise the plan, Goss stated she is sure there will be, and they will be posted and public input will 
be welcomed.   
 
Stout stated if the township gets the grant, then you will start getting things like a topographical 
survey, you will do a preliminary design phase, a final design phase.  When you go for grants, it 
is about identifying the scope.  It is not necessarily size or location, but you have the scope 
elements identified that you want to do and some general idea of where they are going to fit in.   
 
Benak asked Stout:  It is not unreasonable to say that a project of this scope that might be five, 
six, seven phases encompassing over a 10- or 15-year period of time would not have more 
roundtable discussions with the public about what is going to happen? 
 
Stout replied that you will get through a phase and see something different and obviously you are 
going to make a course correction.  Something in phase two might have spun off and changed 
and then all of a sudden you have to revisit it again.   
 
Benak asked Popp if he had a different idea on parking. 
 
Popp replied that, on page 2, where the ancillary parking is noted, would be advantageous for 
two reasons.  One, we could leave the septage as it is, so we can address the overall problem of 
parking, along with at least one additional dock, maybe not two, as depicted on page one, which 
would then double our potential loading and unloading capability.  But if we move parking some 
2,000 feet away, that too is not without challenge.  It is going to have major challenges.  We are 
a linear park; we are a long way away from the water.   
 
Benak asked Popp what he thought of Goss’s idea of coming off the end of the existing parking 
area and making a gravel parking area there . 
 
Popp stated he thinks that is an area of high value for the parking, and have thought it for many 
years.  Where the nature trail is currently located, he does not see why that could not be trimmed 
off, cut off, and then filled.  We would have to do some wetland investigation to make sure the 
vegetation would allow it to be filled.   
 
Benak stated that also would be an option for additional parking in this phase.  Benak stated she 
would love to move the septage, not necessarily because of all the parking, but because it gives 
us more options for the nice plateau we have sitting there.  Benak stated she is interested in the 
gravel lot at the end of the current parking because it still keeps it in the general area, but it is not 
as expensive.   
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Stout stated it is closer, but he thinks it is going to have earth work and is going to be probably a 
higher construction than the other areas that are further away.  He added that doing the boat wash 
with the drain field movement is going to require some type of ability to treat that water.   
 
General discussion followed, involving the board and others present, concerning the new DNR 
requirement regarding boat washing.   
 
Various questions from audience members were answered by Stout.     
 
Popp inquired if board members had any other questions for Stout.  
 
Benak confirmed with Stout that, even with the proposed movement of the swimming area to the 
north, the existing beach could be left where it is.   
 
Popp inquired if there were other questions from the public.   
 
Bob Reider, 9435 Fairview, asked why do you want to move the beach.     
 
Janet Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, stated the two-lane road is not very safe for sizable boats. 
 
Shelly Rybarsyk, Palaestrum Road, asked if people parking along the fixed dock will hinder the 
4th ramp.   
 
John Keuvelaar, 1701 Borton, Essexville, does not like the idea of the two-lane road.  People are 
used to the one-way; it is a natural flow.  He thinks it is worth looking at the nature trail for 
additional parking.  The campers don’t use the beach.  He does not agree with putting money 
into a beach.  He would like to see a place for kayaks, but $80,000 is an awful lot.   
 
The above questions were addressed by either Stout or members of the board.   
 
Board Comments/Discussion (1:53:26) 
None 
 
Public Comment (1:53:42) 
Ron Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, deputy supervisor, welcomed Popp back and stated we appreciate 
everything he does and how hard he fights for the community.     
 
Sue Anderson, 9483 Palaestrum Road, stated she does appreciate the thoughtful dialogue, even 
the differences of opinion, and asking the community for their input, too.  She wonders if it has 
already been done or considered to do more surveys of the people who camp at the park, the 
community, and the people affected.  She stated she feels like the employees of the park are 
probably the first, most accurate voice of what is needed at the park.  She was at the first 
meeting, and by her count, there were only about three there who were not park employees.  Any 
attempts to get these opinions from people are good, and she appreciates all the differences of 
opinion.      
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Bob Reider, 9435 Fairview, stated one source of grant money is the Great Lakes Fisheries Trust, 
as well as getting the support of the bass federation who has the big tournament.     
 
Adjournment (1:56:25) 
Motion by Lawson to adjourn; second by Hubbell.  On voice vote, all those present voted in 
favor, none opposed.  Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 
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Whitewater Township Board 
Minutes of Regular Meeting held March 26, 2019  

 
 
Call to Order 
Supervisor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 
Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan. 
 
Roll Call of Board Members 
Board members present:  Treasurer Benak, Clerk Goss, Trustee Hubbell, Trustee Lawson, Popp 
Board members absent:  None 
Others present:  Deputy Supervisor Ron Bachi, Janet Bachi, Heidi Vollmuth, John Nolan, Tom 
Slopsema, Tim Shaffer, Hayden Popp, Tom Czerwinski, John Goss 
 
Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
Goss requested the addition of Revised Whitewater Township Park Conceptual Plan and Costs 
for purposes of a Waterways grant application to be submitted by 04/01/2019.   
 
Added as New Business #12.   
 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
None 
 
Public Comment (4:58) 
Janet Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, stated the only thing on the township website for this meeting is a 
budget meeting.  She admitted to spending three hours talking to Popp about event barns and has 
a right to give her opinion.  She said we should be asking everybody to come to a conclusion to 
make questions for your survey.  She stated event barns are not part of the Right to Farm Act.  
Referring to the legislation Lawson found making it illegal to prohibit event barns, House Bill 
5947 just got sent to the Agricultural Committee; she stated there is nothing in the laws for that 
right now.  There are a lot of things that were said that are not in the minutes.  She said you 
stated to my neighbor that there was no application for event barns ever done, but she has a letter 
dated 07/24/2018 from the Williams requesting an amendment to Article 10 (letter read aloud) 
and enclosing a $300 application fee.  She stated they bailed on 7/31 because they decided that it 
was not going to work for them.  She said the board should be aware of what they are saying 
before they say things to the public if they don’t have factual information on them.   
 
(9:37) 
Tom Czerwinski, 7021 Cook Road, stated the survey draft intimates that this is a historic barn 
that is going to be used for the event barn, and it gives the impression in the preliminary on the 
survey that this is what it is about.  Yet, last time when we had meetings and they were 
proposing an ordinance, it just turned out in the ordinance it was just going to be a structure.  He 
stated he thinks it gives the wrong impression to the people who are going to take the survey that 
this is for historic structures that are going to be used, and yet, last time, the Williams who 
applied for that were not even farmers and there was no structure on the property itself.  How can 
you issue an event barn for a structure that is not even there?  He stated he is assuming, if people 
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see this and go by this, think it is a historic barn, and then all of a sudden when the ordinance 
comes out it can be a brand new structure that has come on the property.      
 
(11:17) 
Heidi Vollmuth, 8371 Winnie Lane, stated she wants to make sure we are not treating this survey 
like we treated the marijuana survey because it seemed like the marijuana survey took the 
majority, didn’t ask all the minority, we opted out.  Down the road, they opted in.  We are losing 
revenue.  She suggested we replace the age question and tell the truth, that this survey is going to 
be exactly like the marijuana survey; this is it; you are going to get a vote, because right now the 
minority of us are sitting here and the majority of this might get it, might not, because she is 
noticing that there are a lot of people in this community and a couple that sit around this table 
that don’t use computers or e-mail.  She stated she would like to see Lindsey’s e-letter put in 
with this event survey; there is a lot of critical information here.  She stated she does not know if 
we are ready to do this yet because sometimes we say one thing and then we say another.  We 
are all over the map; we are in a hurry.  If we are going to treat this the same way as the 
marijuana survey, let’s at least make that concrete in the survey, that that’s what we are doing, 
because we should be worrying about fixing our roads because right now our roads are terrible. 
 
(13:39) 
Ron Popp (standing at the podium), 6237 Elk View Drive, stated he has an issue with what took 
place at the 3/12 meeting.  He stated he provided correspondence that stated exactly how he felt 
about event barns, but yet Hubbell verbally portrayed an opposite opinion.  He stated he has a 
recording of it, and basically Hubbell stated that if Popp were here, Hubbell knew that Popp 
would support moving forward with the event barn survey.  Popp stated he does not know how 
they got an opposite opinion, but he wants to make sure that everyone in attendance here 
understands that that was an incorrect assumption.  He does not support moving forward with the 
event barn.   
 
Correspondence (15:07)  
1. E-mail 03/13/2019 Dee Prabhaker re: Followup to Discussion of Event Barn Survey 
2. Letter 11/08/2018 Dept of Treasury to DPW Director John Divozzo re: Grant Approval 
 
There were no questions from the board on the correspondence. 
 
Popp stated he will indicate his support for Dee’s position on the event barn survey, for the 
record.   
 
Public Hearing (15:48) 
2019/2020 Fire Special Assessment District Budget 
The public hearing on the 2019/2020 Fire Special Assessment District Budget was opened at 
7:13 p.m., with a reminder to those attending to sign in.  The legal notice of the public hearing 
was published on 03/14/2019 in the Elk Rapids News and on 03/17/2019 in the Traverse City 
Record-Eagle.   
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The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed Fire Special 
Assessment District budget is 1.0000 mill.  Fire Fund proposed revenues are $205,300.  
Proposed expenditures are $227,065.  Operating deficit is $21,765. 
 
No written comments were received on the Fire Special Assessment District Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
The public hearing on the Fire Special Assessment District Budget was closed at 7:15 p.m.  
 
2019/2020 Ambulance Millage Budget 
The public hearing on the 2019/2020 Ambulance Millage Budget was opened at 7:16 p.m., with 
a reminder to those attending to sign in.  Legal notice of the budget public hearing was published 
in the Traverse City Record-Eagle on 03/17/2019 and in the Elk Rapids News on 03/14/2019. 
 
The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed Ambulance Millage 
Budget is 1.4915 mills, as reduced by Headlee.  Ambulance Fund proposed revenues are 
$377,650.  Proposed expenditures are $357,675.  Net gain is $19,975. 
 
No written comments were received on the Ambulance Millage Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment.   
  
The public hearing on the Ambulance Millage budget was closed at 7:18 p.m.  
 
2019/2020 General Fund Budget and all other Township Budgets 
The public hearing on the 2019/2020 General Fund Budget and all other Township Budgets was 
opened at 7:19 p.m., with a reminder to those attending to sign in.  Legal notice of the budget 
public hearing was published in the Traverse City Record-Eagle on 03/17/2019 and in the Elk 
Rapids News on 03/14/2019.   
 
The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed General Fund 
Budget and all other Township Budgets is 0.5985 mills, as reduced by Headlee.   
 
General Fund proposed revenues are $503,950.  Proposed expenditures are $711,046.  
Operating deficit is $207,096.  
 
No written comments were received on the General Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
Heidi Vollmuth, 8371 Winnie Lane, stated we have a public improvement fund; is this new?   
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Popp inquired of the board if they wish to answer the question. 
 
Benak stated no. 
 
Goss stated it is not our time to speak; it is their time to talk. 
 
Vollmuth stated put it on public record that we took $50,000 out of the road fund and put it in the 
public improvement fund.  She stated she does not know what we are improving because it does 
not say.  Whoever decided to do that, please inform the public of what we are doing with it. 
 
Ron Popp (standing at the podium), 6237 Elk View Drive, stated he thinks the board’s action to 
remove funding from the Road Repair/Replacement Fund is only going to serve a longer delay in 
replacing or repairing the roads that are in need of assistance.  He stated he is deeply saddened 
that this took place and believes speaks highly to how the board operates as a group of four.  
 
Ron Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, stated he would like to make it public record that during the 
meetings he did recommend that we leave the $50,000 into the road fund because his thoughts 
were that in Whitewater Township, with the township board, he thinks that nothing could be 
more important than the safety and improvement of our roads.  He heard last night about how 
important it was to bank money for parks and recreation.  He thinks a comment was we have the 
parks; we need to take care of them.  We have the roads; we need to take care of them. 
 
Road Fund proposed revenues are $16,905.  Proposed expenditures are $22,000.  Operating 
deficit is $5,095.   
 
No written comments were received on the Road Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment.      

 
Road Repair/Replacement Fund proposed revenues are $50,150.  Proposed expenditures are 
$118,000. 
 
Popp stated he believes the $118,000 is a mistake, a leftover from last year’s estimate for Park 
Road.  He stated, to his knowledge, we have no cooperative efforts with the Grand Traverse 
County Road Commission for 2019. 
 
It was pointed out to Popp that the $118,000 number is what he proposed.   
 
Benak asked if Popp wants to change it to zero. 
 
After brief discussion, there was consensus that the proposed expenditure figure of $118,000 will 
be left as unallocated.     
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No written comments were received on the Road Repair/Replacement Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment.    

 
Park Fund proposed revenues are $136,800.  Proposed expenditures are $220,700.  Operating 
deficit is $83,900. 
 
No written comments were received on the Park Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment.   
 
Popp stated he is recommending that we set a minimum threshold for funds like this.   
 
Brief discussion followed.   
 
Popp offered those present a second opportunity to comment. 
 
Heidi Vollmuth, 8371 Winnie Lane, stated she looked at the park proposal and now she sees that 
we are at a negative.  Don’t you think we should do something about Park Road before we make 
all the improvements in the park so that maybe people want to bring their expensive boats down 
a dirt road.   
 
Recreation Fund proposed revenues are $30,075.  Proposed expenditures are $82,100.  Net 
deficit is $52,025. 
 
No written comments were received on the Recreation Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment.    
 
Ambulance Replacement Fund proposed revenues are $0.  Proposed expenditures are $0.  
Popp stated since we no longer operate at township-owned ambulance service, this fund is 
unused. 
 
No written comments were received on the Ambulance Replacement Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment.   
 
Public Improvement Fund proposed revenues are $50,000.  Proposed expenditures are $0.   
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No written comments were received on the Public Improvement Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment.   
 
Fire Capital Improvement Fund proposed revenues are $223,551.   
 
There was brief discussion of the proposed revenue number.  There was consensus that $223,551 
is the correct revenue figure.   
 
Proposed expenditures are $270,000.  Deficit is $46,449.   
 
Popp questioned the -$414,205 number listed under Fire Capital Improvement Fund Grand 
Totals. 
 
Goss explained that those are the grand totals of every single fund in the entire budget from page 
1 to the end.   
 
No written comments were received on the Fire Capital Improvement Fund Budget.   
 
Popp offered those present an opportunity to comment. 
 
There was no public comment. 

 
The public hearing on the General Fund Budget and all other Township Budgets was closed at 
7:42 p.m.  
 
Popp called for board discussion on the proposed budgets. 
 
Goss noted that the $223,351 proposed to be transferred to the Fire Capital Improvement Fund 
needs to be shown in the Fire Fund in line item 999 Transfers to Other Funds.  
 
Popp requested a notation be added to the document showing that the funds are being transferred 
to the Fire Capital Improvement Fund.   
 
With the change in the 999 Transfers to Other Funds line item, the total proposed expenditure 
amount is $450,416.   
 
Popp said transferring $450,416 will leave less than $2,000 in the fund. 
 
Goss explained that the only transfer is $223,351, and the current Fire Fund balance includes the 
$223,351.   
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Benak noted that the Chief said the purchase of that vehicle will be paid in two different fiscal 
years.  
 
Goss mentioned that she modified the Projected Change in Fund Balance document with the 
Actual Thru column figures based on last year’s minutes reflecting that the board agreed to that 
procedure.   
 
Goss also noted that a correction should be made on the last bolded line so that it says “Projected 
Fund Balance 03/31/2020.”  It currently says 03/31/2019. 
 
There was brief discussion of when the updated document was sent out.     
 
Reports/Presentations (56:50) 
None 
 
Unfinished Business (56:50) 
Miami Beach Sewer System - Set Property Values/Update 
Goss provided a memo with supporting documents and stated that at the last meeting we talked 
about setting values for the quarter-acre parcel, the 5-acre parcel, and all of the system 
components except those that are homeowner owned.  The documentation shows that the 
township did not pay anything for the system.  It was all paid for by the Miami Beach property 
owners.  Goss explained that it is very similar to the Orchard Shores sewer system in Acme 
Township in that the township did not have any money into the system.  There, a developer 
bought the property, found out that the property did not perc, spent his dime to put the system in, 
and gave it to the township.  Acme Township eventually transferred that system back to the 
Orchard Shores Association for $1 on the deed.  Goss stated she is suggesting that the board can 
set values of $1 each for both pieces of property and all of the system components.  Deeds have 
to be drawn up.  Goss also noted that there is no question that the township can transfer the 
property; there is no prohibition against it; the township attorney has already said the township 
can do that.   
 
Goss noted that the Miami Beach Road Association representatives are working hard to find out 
all of the costs that will be involved for the Miami Beach Road Association to get ownership of 
the system in their name in order that they can present the entire transaction to their membership 
for a vote.  Obviously, the members need to have that information so they can make an informed 
decision. 
 
Popp said his comments will remain the same; Orchard Shores is a completely different project 
than what this is.  He stated while he has no issue at returning what was provided to the township 
for the same dollar amounts, the two issues that he believes this board is not looking out for are 
that we have now somehow completed a joint application.  He asked if anybody on the board 
holds a mechanical license or an electrical license or any type of license in the State of Michigan 
besides him.  He also stated what happens if one of the components that is on the Lossie Road 
park land needs to be dug up and replaced.  The township does not have authority under the 
current agreement to do that, so you are doing yourselves a disfavor by trying to do this cheaply 
without getting the right documentation and easement in place.  He said it does protect the 
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township because future boards would not have to allow that excavation.  The easement is 
specifically for motorized vehicle over the land, not under it or above it.  He stated those are the 
two major differences right there.  He stated he does not think we can encumber the township for 
use of the Cook Road right of way.  Although this board has made their decision to complete that 
application, he thinks we will find fault there.  Regarding costs, he stated $1, not a problem, 
whatever it was given to us for, but the other two items still are up in the air and are likely the 
most costly items to get figured out.  
 
Benak stated to Popp:  Tonight, we are deciding on the value, correct? 
 
Popp replied no, later on you will see that the easement is part of this negotiation, so the board 
needs to be aware that you are giving away easements to park land and he thinks it will be 
unprecedented.  
 
Goss stated her response is that the minutes from 3/12 reflect that we were only going to set 
values at this meeting, and that we were not going to deal with the other two main issues that 
Slopsema brought up until the meeting on 4/9.     
 
Popp stated he requested a recording from the township board of that meeting and did not get it, 
so thankfully he was prepared and recorded that meeting himself.  He stated whether your 
minutes reflect that or not, that was not part of the discussion, and stated he will be more than 
happy to play that video from beginning to end. 
 
Goss stated she is checking the minutes, and already has the other two matters on the agenda for 
4/9 and her memo did not speak to either of those other matters.   
 
Popp responded that the documents Goss placed in the packet do speak to the easement itself and 
he will locate the page. 
 
Goss replied that what she is saying is there is no recommended motion for those tonight.  Goss 
said she does not see that it is in the minutes exactly but said she believes she talked to Slopsema 
about it, that we would not try to put all of these issues on this agenda tonight, so there is no 
request on that.  Goss also stated that as far as the easement for Lossie Road, they have already 
been accessing Lossie Road Nature Trail for 20+ years, going down to the gate, accessing the 
property, the Grand Traverse County DPW has, and doing whatever they need to do out there.  
Goss stated the easement that is drawn up will specifically give them motorized access just down 
to the gate and into the property for anything they need to do for operation and maintenance of 
the system, including digging in the ground.   
 
Benak asked if we really need to talk about that tonight. 
 
Goss replied no, we do not; Popp brought it up. 
 
Popp stated it is on page 67 and you say that it is not part of this, but it says “MBRA requests 
approval that the value of each real estate parcel of property and system mechanics properly be 
placed at $1 for purposes of bill of sale and deeds.  MBRA requests concurrence that the 
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township board will approve the Lossie Trail easement for piping and service.  The MBRA 
requests concurrence that the township board will transfer the balance of the receiving fund,” and 
stated he has no problem with that either.   
  
Popp stated you make a valid point; DPW has been going across park land for the last 20 years 
for the owner of the system, which has been Whitewater Township.  Now the owner is someone 
else, and if you would give someone easement across your land, then your property rights radar 
should be in full swing, because you would not do that on your personal land. 
 
Benak stated she gave Consumers Power the right to go across her land. 
 
Popp replied that is a utility. 
 
Benak stated, to her, this is a utility.   
 
Popp replied but it is a privately held utility.   
 
Benak stated it has been established for over 20 years.   
 
Popp replied only through township ordinance, so the new owners are new at it, and they do not 
have the authority to levy additional money to the tax bills. 
 
Benak stated all they have to do is petition the township for a special assessment, which is what 
they did before, and if they needed an influx of money, that is what they would have to resort to 
again. 
 
Popp said if it is legal to do it for the second time on the same asset. 
 
Benak stated she is pretty sure it is. 
 
Popp stated he is not so sure it is.   
 
Benak stated it is the same thing with roads.   
 
Popp stated those are his concerns.  The board is going to do what they want to do.  He stated the 
last and final concern is that we have never as a board transferred assets without legal opinion, 
and that is what you are proposing to do. 
 
Benak stated we have had a lot of legal opinion on this; she knows because she just looked at the 
bills that came through that have done nothing but talk about Miami Beach Road special 
assessment transfer.   
 
Popp stated it spoke about the transfer, but it never spoke about the perils of the transfer, or 
advantages, so we do not have an opine on the advantages and disadvantages.   
 
Benak stated she thought we did. 
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Goss referred to the 11/30/2018 confidential legal opinion, attorney-client privilege. 
 
Popp stated that is about the sale, not about the advantages or disadvantages. 
 
Goss asked if she could be allowed to finish and stated the attorney talks about the potential for 
future liability under the circumstances that he talked about in the Elkwood Shores opinion.  He 
talks about that you can maintain oversight and control by maintaining control of the system.  
Goss stated she is convinced that the Miami Beach Road Association has been extremely 
responsible with their management of the system over these 20+ years and the things that they 
have done on the homeowner side of the system over and above what Grand Traverse County 
has done, and she is confident that they are going to maintain it and operate  it and we are not 
going to have any problems.  That said, Goss noted the attorney is also going to write up 
indemnification language, and referred to an e-mail of March 8 which, she stated, the board may 
not have gotten yet.  The e-mail is from Patterson on March 8 talking about the initial assessment 
of issues and requirements.  She stated she does not think it was ever forwarded to the board by 
Popp or herself, but did provide a copy here.  She stated, under the Transfer Agreement 
Provisions, one of the things that is going to happen is that Miami Beach Road Association is 
going to have to release the township from liability for future problems and indemnify the 
township against future problems.  Goss stated those things are all going to be handled in the 
transfer agreement that will be drawn up.  Goss stated she is confident that the township attorney, 
who provided two pages of issues, and the Miami Beach Road Association attorney are going to 
be able to craft a document that is going to address all of the issues, the easement issues, and also 
what would happen if the Miami Beach Road Association wanted the township at some future 
point to do some kind of special assessment.  She stated she thinks all of that is going to be taken 
care of; the township attorney is very good, competent, and thorough. 
 
Goss stated, again, the only thing that her memo speaks to is the motion that Goss put together.  
She stated she has a couple other issues to bring up.  Also, one of the reasons this has been a 
standing agenda item was to allow Nolan and Slopsema to update the board on anything they 
want to convey to the township, when we can all hear it.  Goss stated all of these other issues are 
going to be dealt with; the township is going to be held harmless from future liability.  Goss 
stated the road commission is going to demand that, too, but that is their deal with the Miami 
Beach Road Association; the township does not need to get involved in that.  The township does 
not need to get involved between the Miami Beach Road Association and the Grand Traverse 
County DPW; they have already talked to them.  The township does not need to get involved 
between the Miami Beach Road Association and the DEQ.  Goss noted that Nolan and Slopsema 
have done a very good job of following up on all those things.   
 
Goss stated she is confident that all of the issues are going to be addressed, and right now we are 
just setting values on the two parcels of land and the value of the entire system components and 
infrastructure so that they know how much that is going to cost and can present their cost 
estimates.  Goss said this is information gathering and we can take another step tonight by setting 
these values, which it does not sound like there is any disagreement with, and get that part done 
so that we can move forward.   
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Popp asked:  To be clear, the easement and the county road right of way are not part of this 
motion, independent of what Slopsema’s 3/14 document is requesting from the board; is that 
correct? 
 
Goss stated her proposed motion is a motion to set the value of parcel 13-127-011-11 at $1, to set 
the value of parcel 13-127-030-10 at $1, and to set the value of the sewer system 
components/infrastructure at $1, and stated by that she means all of the components that are not 
homeowner owned.  Goss stated her motion does not have anything to do with easements, right 
of ways, or anything like that.  Goss noted that is all going to be talked about again at some other 
meeting.   
 
Benak asked if Goss is making a motion. 
 
Goss stated she is proposing that motion but will make it if Benak would like.   
 
Popp stated he will second the motion; he has no problem selling those items back; they were 
gifted to us for the same dollar amount.    
 
Motion by Goss to set the value of Parcel 13-127-011-11 at $1, to set the value of Parcel 
13-127-030-10 at $1, and to set the value of the sewer system components/infrastructure 
at $1; second by Popp.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Benak, yes; 
Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Goss noted that she also provided the board with an e-mail she sent to Attorney Patterson on 
3/22 with a couple concerns about the conference call that will eventually take place.  The 
last page of the e-mail is a document she sent to Patterson; she believes it was in the board 
packet in November.  It is a letter from the president of the Miami Beach Road Association, 
which he dropped off personally here at the township, delegating authority to represent the 
association regarding this matter to Tom Slopsema, Dave Vandyk, and John Nolan.  Goss 
noted that on any conference call that takes place on this matter, at least one or two or all 
three of those people need to be present.  Goss stated she advised Patterson of that. 
 
Goss stated that she also thinks it is a good idea that there be two township board members 
present on the conference call and is asking the board to agree that, on any conference call 
that takes place regarding this system, there be two board members, and stated she is sure 
Popp wants to be one of them and is not insisting that the second person be herself.    
 
Popp stated his recommendation is that it be Goss because she and him have probably been 
involved with this since the beginning, so we might be considered two good candidates. 
 
Hubbell, Benak, and Lawson indicated their agreement with that.   
 
There was consensus that there will be two township board members on any conference call 
related to the Miami Beach sewer system. 
 



3389 
DRAFT MINUTES – FOR 04/09/2019 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Whitewater Township Board - Minutes of 03/26/2019 
 

Goss stated her last issue, before we hear from Nolan and Slopsema, is that Popp would like 
to have further research done by the attorney on the advantages and disadvantages of 
transferring the system.  Goss stated she looked back at the legal opinion, and does not care 
what the board does on this, but her personal opinion is that we know what those are, that 
board members know that we have to protect the township, it has to be done correctly, every 
T has to be crossed, every I has to be dotted.  She stated she is not sure that we need to spend 
any more money at the attorney’s office.  We know that private entities can own sewer 
systems.  They have already done a lot of their due diligence on these other agencies’ 
involvement.  She would like the board to make that decision. 
 
Popp stated, in defense of that request, from the 11/30 e-mails from Patterson, which all 
board members got, he recommends that we do go through that process.  He stated if the 
board chooses not to, that is up to you.  He stated that he is recommending that we follow the 
attorney’s recommendation and we have that advantage and disadvantage list prepared. 
 
Discussion followed concerning statements of Patterson in various e-mails, including the 
following quote from Patterson’s 11/30 e-mail at 5:46 p.m. (as read by Popp), “Ron and 
Cheryl:  Attached is the legal opinion regarding the sale of Miami Beach system.  As I noted 
in the opinion, the township may want to verify all of the paperwork has been completed for 
a potential sale.  Otherwise, I would recommend that you also consider other advantages and 
disadvantages of selling the system, which were outside the purview of our opinion.  These 
include who has best expertise to manage, who is in the best position to impose rates and 
may not approve of, and who is best able to consider long-range planning and ensure assets 
maintenance is completed and capital improvements are done when deemed necessary, new 
technology imposition and requirements by state and federal agencies.  If you have additional 
areas that you would like to cover, please let me know.”     
 
Popp stated he does not know if that recommendation ever made it to the board level.  It 
should have come with the legal opinion. 
 
Goss noted the legal opinion was not dispersed in a board packet.    
 
Discussion followed.   
 
Motion by Popp to hire Chris Patterson to generate his legal opinion as recommended 
11/30/2018 for the advantages and disadvantages of selling the Miami Beach sewer 
system.   
 
There was no second.  Motion failed. 
 
Tom Slopsema, 9693 Miami Beach Road, thanked the board for their consideration on the 
parcel and infrastructure values in terms of a potential transfer.  Regarding their request to 
the county road commission submitted on 03/13/2019, he stated it was odd to him at first, the 
form and who the applicant and contractor people are, but they were told to do this by Ron 
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Rohloff.  Nolan spoke to Ron, and it was Ron’s direction to use this form.  Slopsema stated 
he and Nolan both spoke to Marc McKellar; he also said use this form.  He stated he wants to 
clarify to the board what their request to the road commission was.  He read the following:  
“Miami Beach Road Association requests that the road commission determine right of use 
requirements, permit costs and fees associated with the section of the force main buried in 
the public right of way on Cook Road.”  He stated this was not requesting a permit.  This is 
requesting the road commission to tell us what all they need to do and then how to apply for 
a permit and the fees, so this was a request for them to look at it.  He stated they have not 
heard back yet from them.  He stated now that the snow is off the ground, they can see the 
cleanout manhole covers, and that gives them an opportunity to measure accurately how far 
off the pavement the pipe is buried, as well as how deep the pipe is buried.  He stated that 
was other data that the road commission wanted, so they will get that over the next day or 
two and will follow up with the road commission by the end of the week on the status of 
their requests, again, the status of the request for the road commission’s right to use 
requirements and permitting costs and fees and that sort of thing.  He stated that is where 
they are at at this point, waiting for the road commission to get back with them.    
 
John Nolan stated he does not have anything this week. 
 
Goss clarified that they have talked about, for the 4/9 agenda, dealing with the other requests 
in Slopsema’s letter dated 3/14, which has to do with the easement and the receiving fund.  
 
Slopsema confirmed that he and Goss have talked about that a couple times, that it would 
occur on 4/9.   
 
Popp stated before he is prepared to vote, he wants to see the agreement that releases us from 
liability.   
 
Slopsema stated that is fair. 
 
Popp stated we are not going to vote on something that is pie in the sky, in his opinion, and 
asked Lawson what is his thought. 
 
Lawson stated everything needs to be in order across the board, and stated it is a process; we 
have to work through it.   
 
Popp asked if that means the indemnification. 
 
Lawson replied yes, all that, all the way across.  All the permits, everything needs to be in 
order. 
 
Popp stated whether or not that gets done by 4/9, he asked who is going to do that. 
 
Goss asked Popp, when he says “agreement,” what agreement is he referring to. 
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Popp stated before he is willing to even consider encumbering township land, we have to 
have the agreement that is going to encumber it in front of us. 
 
Benak said:  So the transfer agreement provisions?  
 
Goss stated:  Or a draft agreement. 
 
Popp replied sure, a draft, yeah, absolutely.  Again, the concern here is, and no offense, but 
what happens if you decide to leave $5,000 in your maintenance fund; pick any number you 
want, and the very first thing that goes wrong is more than $5,000 in cost.  How do you cover 
that?  So that is a default, and according to MI Waters, then the liability comes back to us. 
 
Benak noted that part of the transfer agreement provisions that Patterson wrote up was the 
release of liability and the indemnification.   
 
Popp stated those are the requirements, but we have not seen the document that does that.   
 
Benak stated right, but he has already listed it out so he is aware of it.  
 
Popp asked if that is something that Miami Beach is going to supply to us.  Popp stated he 
thinks it is their request and, therefore, they supply it to us.   
 
Goss said the thing that she is proposing that we can discuss on 4/9 is the easement.  Goss 
stated as she mentioned earlier, all of the legal documents have to be drawn up.  If you look 
at Patterson’s e-mail of Friday, 3/8, under Easements, he is talking about the Lossie Road 
Nature Trail, the Cook Road, and he mentions easements over private property.  Goss stated 
she did not understand there were any easements over private property.  
 
Popp stated that is all on their side, the downstream side of the shutoff valves, and really is 
not part of this discussion because it is theirs already. 
 
Slopsema agreed. 
 
Goss stated Patterson does not address the whole agreement till later about what the transfer 
agreement provisions are going to say.  Patterson says, “The township will need to grant the 
MBRA an easement for motorized access via the Lossie Road Nature Trail to the 5-acre 
parcel,” and stated that is something we will have to do.  Regarding Cook Road, “The 
township will need to transfer its use of the Cook Road right of way to the MBRA.”  Goss 
stated she is not talking about the agreement yet; we are not to the agreement yet.  Goss 
stated we can be dealing with some of these other issues, and this is what Slopsema is asking 
for, an easement “to allow access for motorized service vehicles along the first 800' of Lossie 
Trail east from Cook Road and allow continued use of existing approximate 800' of buried 3" 
force main pipe and air release valve on Lossie Trail.”   
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Goss stated we are talking about the easement part of this, not the whole agreement.  Goss 
stated that is what she was suggesting we would discuss further on 4/9. 
 
Popp stated the agreement has the indemnification in it and that is the part that he thinks is 
important to the rest of the taxpayer, because going back to whatever dollar amount they 
decide to set aside -- currently we have $80,000, but if they decide a different value, it is 
going to be completely up to them.  They could assign $2 to set aside for maintenance repair.  
Not that they would, that is probably not a responsible thing to do, but are you going to keep 
the 80 grand?  Probably not either.  What happens if the first thing that breaks exceeds the 
amount of money they have set aside?   
 
Goss stated the transfer agreement is going to deal with all of the things Popp just talked 
about, but stated an easement is just a right to use something, a right of access.  Goss stated 
that she is not suggesting that we are going to do anything but get the township fully 
protected from any and all eventualities here.  Goss is saying that the easement is one of the 
documents that is going to have to be drawn up, the transfer agreement, deeds, etc.  They are 
going to have all their own documents with these other three agencies that the township is 
not going to be any part of.   
 
Popp stated then let’s just do the agreement first and the easement second, and asked what is 
wrong with just mixing up the order of it.  If it gets us to the ultimate end, which is a transfer 
of sale, he stated he has no problem with this moving through provided that we provide 
protection to the taxpayer.  So we have no control, no say over what they do in the future to 
it, but again, if a default occurs of any way, it is going to come back to us. 
 
Benak asked if we couldn’t prepare the easement so it’s ready at the time the agreement is 
done, and asked isn’t that how you do it when you are closing on property.  All your 
paperwork gets done and at the time of the closing it’s all there.   
 
Popp replied this is not a typical transaction. 
 
Benak stated it is very similar, and she understands Popp’s concerns, but stated we did have a 
condition assessment done.   
 
Ron Bachi stated Patterson did point out that he hadn’t seen anything like this run across him 
in like 80 years of experience.   
 
Goss noted there are private sewer systems all over the state, and in the document where 
Patterson stated that, he also gave three or four other examples of things they have been 
involved in with sewer systems which are not this exact scenario.  Goss stated she is 
confident their office can deal with this exact scenario; it has been done in many other places 
and this is not that unusual of a transaction. 
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Benak stated her point is that the condition assessment has told us that this system should last 
for 50 years; they have had it for 20, and it lists out all the things in a scheduled manner that 
are going to have to be replaced.  If they are replaced during the scheduled time frame that 
they are supposed to be replaced, the $80,000 that they have sitting in their bank right now 
should more than cover that.   
 
Popp stated that is only if they maintain it.  We have no requirement for them to maintain it.   
 
Benak asked if that is something you could put in the agreement. 
 
Popp stated but we have to have the agreement and that is his point, so instead of working on 
the easement, instead of sneaking up on this thing, and that is really what we are trying to do. 
We are trying to do the cheap parts first and the expensive part last, but yet they want to 
know how much it is going to cost.  Popp stated if you want to know how much it costs, you 
guys have an attorney that sits on the board.  He was just elected here in July.  Have him 
draw up the agreement.  How much more can free be?  Actually, how much less can free be.  
Popp pointed out that in Patterson’s e-mail of 3/9, he indicates that “I’m sure there are 
various hybrids of all three above is not to say that transfers from the public to the private do 
not occur.”  So he is saying that he is sure that it does somewhere, but he is not indicating at 
all that this is a common practice, and everybody got that e-mail (and proceeded to list who 
got the e-mail.) 
 
Bachi interjected that he hears a lot of ifs and I wonder and this will be taken care of, but he 
has heard, too, that legal counsel has said that they have an opinion, and their opinion has 
positives and it has negatives, and he is just wondering if those positive and negative 
opinions would just answer everything for us.  And the public has heard that there were 
positive and negative opinions.   
 
Benak raised a point of order and said she is a little disturbed that we are just allowing people 
from the public. 
 
Popp stated that is why he tried to stop it; he indicated to Goss that we should not be 
debating with the public, and stated he gets it. 
 
Directing her comment to Bachi, Goss noted that the supervisor’s office is represented here.   
 
Popp stated if the public does have a question, please raise your hand.  Tom and John, same 
thing; if you have a question about what we are talking about or discussing, raise your hand 
and he will poll the board to see if we want to take questions.  That is the same for both 
sides. 
 
Goss stated, as far as dealing with the easement, she thinks the board understands that part of 
this entire transaction is an easement down Lossie Road Nature Trail by a service vehicle, by 
a motorized vehicle, to access the infrastructure of the Miami Beach sewer system for 
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whatever it takes for operation and maintenance.  Goss stated she is going to vote for 
granting that access but does not know what the rest of the board is going to do.  She stated 
she agrees that we do not need that easement document right now.  She stated she thinks 
what Slopsema and Nolan are looking for is some assurance that it is going to happen.  
 
Popp stated he believes we have that concurrence here tonight.  He stated he is just looking 
out for the rest of the public; that’s it.  He stated he has experience in excavation and he can 
tell them that it is going to be a different easement, and stated their legal counsel will tell 
them the same.  He stated if you ever need to dig it up, we want to make sure that you can 
dig it up, and the township is just going to be concerned that it is repaired to like condition so 
we do not have trenches left open; just let your mind wander.  We just want to make sure that 
it is returned to its like condition, and that should be something very simple that can be 
covered. 
 
Popp asked the board what is their thought about the agreement.  Just have their attorney 
forward an agreement that covers those things? 
 
Goss asked:  That covers what things?  Everything on Patterson’s list of transfer agreement 
provisions?    
 
Popp said specifically the indemnification, but we could also include the easement in that, 
too.  Why not just generate the documents?  He stated if we are going to move forward with 
a sale, and he sees no reason not to, we are going to have to generate them one time or 
another.  Let’s quit putting this on our agenda time after time after time.  First of all, they 
asked to be on one agenda.  Now they’re on both.   
 
Goss stated just like the renovation-addition project over at the building, once that got under 
way, or even before that, she asked for that to be on both meeting agendas of the month 
because there was always going to be some new information every two weeks.  Goss noted it 
will only happen once a month now that we are going to one meeting a month.  Goss stated 
the board asked for the transfer agreement a couple months ago.  She does not know if that 
was ever relayed to Patterson or not, but we have been waiting for the transfer agreement.   
 
Benak said she is not sure what we are debating here.  If we all agree that we want to move 
forward with this, then let’s just do it. 
 
Goss agreed. 
 
Popp stated it should not be our responsibility to generate the document.  It is their request 
and their cost.   
 
Goss stated she does not agree with that, and stated if Popp wants everything typed up just so 
to protect the township, our attorney needs to do it because he is the one that is working for 
the township.   
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Popp replied no, our attorney needs to review what they submit, and stated he is not going to 
spend taxpayer money to generate something. 
 
Goss admitted we are spending some taxpayer money, but Popp needs to remember that 
these people pay taxes and they are entitled to services from the township.  Over and above 
everything they have paid for the sewer system, they pay high taxes because they live on the 
water.  They are entitled to services from the township and we do not need to be billing them. 
They have already paid for copies and digitizing things and stuff like that.  Goss stated it has 
been the plan all along, and that is why we sought this legal opinion; it has been the plan all 
along that the township attorney would know all of the issues that need to be dealt with.  
Goss stated we need to get a draft transfer agreement from Patterson, at which point it will be 
shared with the Miami Beach Road Association.  They will take it to their attorney, and then 
working back and forth, we will be able to come up with the final document.  Goss stated 
they are not going to put everything in it probably that would protect the township.  Goss 
stated if you want everything in it that is going to protect the township, the township attorney 
needs to draw it up.   
 
Popp stated we have an ordinance that says we are not to expend township funds.  If we want 
to pay for it out of the receiving fund, that’s fine with him.  He stated we paid for the first 
request in its entirety because he believes we did make that request, but from this point 
forward, it is their request to us.  So just like when they originally came to us for the bond, 
they paid all of the fees, and that is the way it has to be according to the ordinance.  He 
stated, again, the legal opinion he thinks will bear that burden to them, and he is not going to 
assume anything.   
 
John Nolan, 9933 Miami Beach Road, stated as mentioned by Goss earlier, Slopsema and he 
have been delegated the authority from the association to represent the Miami Beach Road 
Association.  He stated just recently he has also been appointed to the board of the road 
association.  He stated back in December the board did pass a motion, which he thinks Popp 
made, for a transfer agreement to be done, and it was unanimously passed by the board.  He 
stated right now their interest is how do we proceed to keep moving forward on this so we 
don’t drag it out every month with utilizing the board’s time and resources.  He stated they 
are very willing to either draft it themselves and submit it or for the township.  He stated, to 
him, the township, from the standpoint of identifying their issues that they want in there, 
seems most efficient.  However, they are more than willing to engage their legal to draft a 
document to submit to the board also.   
 
Popp asked:  Does that mean pay? 
 
Nolan replied that he would propose splitting it, but if it means paying it, in the interests of 
getting it done.  He stated they are at a disadvantage; they cannot control what Patterson is 
asked to do in his performance of what he is doing.  If he racks up a hundred hours on this, 
he does not think they should be obligated for the payment because this thing should be a 
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boilerplate document that is on the shelf.  He stated they could take one hour and get this 
done.  
 
Popp asked:  To transfer use of public land to a private entity is something that is on the 
shelf? 
 
Nolan stated one thing to mention, too, this drain field that was first installed was one of the 
first things 20 years ago, so us transferring this is new to everybody also.  He stated he has 
recently tried to do a lot of research and there is a lot of stuff out there by Patterson’s firm, 
that is out on the web, of guidance and advice, and he would not think that we are recreating 
the wheel here, in his opinion. 
 
Popp said come up with a dollar amount that you are comfortable with spending. 
 
Nolan stated they will contribute $1,200. 
 
Popp stated he is good with that.  At least we can show that we do not have taxpayer money 
going out and we can document it.  
 
Goss said:  Toward the cost of the transfer agreement; is that what you are saying? 
 
Nolan replied yes.  He stated one invoice has been split.   
 
Popp stated no, we paid for it all. 
 
Nolan said there are two.  There was one that they requested the board, because they elected 
to get the opine from Patterson, which the board agreed to pay in full.  There was a second 
one, he believes dated January, that ended up being split between the township and the 
association.   
 
Popp stated he thinks that provides us ultimate protection, if you guys are good with that. 
 
Slopsema said yes, they actually have a structure of an agreement, but --  
 
Popp stated if you have the bones of it, he thinks that that would save us money from, like 
Nolan says, recreating the wheel.  We ship it off to Patterson and let him do the redlines that 
he does, and away we go.    
 
Slopsema said where they are lacking is the total indemnification wording that the township 
would be looking for to protect all the taxpayers. 
 
Popp admitted he does not even know what that is, to be honest, so that will probably be on 
us 100%, the township.  He stated he sees that we have to protect the people, so the 
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indemnification clause can be separated out of Patterson’s bill and we will take care of that.  
Is that reasonable? 
 
Nolan said they understand the indemnification request and in concept do not have issue with 
proposing that to their membership.  In the past 20 years, there have been very few 
requirements for repairs or added costs.  When the gas line did come through, it caused some 
maintenance issues, which they were charged and they paid for, similar to that you don’t plan 
for, and the membership ended up paying for it.  
 
Popp stated he thinks it should have been billed back to Miller.   
 
Slopsema agreed. 
 
Popp stated he also gets Miller’s point of view that the locating device was some four or five 
feet away.   
 
Nolan said it was approximately two feet.  It happened in front of Slopsema’s house, so he 
was actually in the hole.   
 
Goss mentioned that everybody can go back and look at the minutes of 12/11/2018; we had 
quite a discussion on the whole Miami Beach thing.  There was a motion by Popp “to have 
Chris generate the transfer agreement documents as he has written in his instructions 
between Whitewater Township and Miami Beach Road Association.  Benak seconded the 
motion.  On voice vote, all those present voted in favor, none opposed, Lawson absent.  
Motion carried.”   
 
Goss noted that was back in December and it is 3/26, and stated she is not sure where the 
communication got lost to have Patterson generate the transfer agreement, but that needs to 
be conveyed to him immediately so that he can get busy on that; we have already handled 
this.   
 
Popp stated but they are going to supply their copy of it, and stated if they get him that in the 
morning, he will forward it right to Patterson. 
 
Slopsema asked if Popp wants him to give it to Popp. 
 
Popp said yes. 
 
Goss asked to be included on the e-mail. 
 
Hubbell stated one more concern for you guys; all the stuff to get on the next agenda has to 
be in at what time? 
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Goss stated we need to finalize the agenda in two days for the 4/9 meeting.  Goss stated there 
is no question that Patterson is not going to have the transfer agreement done for the 4/9 
meeting, even if he had it in his hand right now.   
 
Hubbell stated he didn’t want them to be disappointed thinking we are going to have it on 
next month’s meeting.   
 
There was brief discussion of timelines for the 4/9 meeting.  
 
Finalize Event Barn Survey (2:01:37) 
The revised event barn survey was discussed.  In the introductory paragraph, the word 
“typically” will be removed.  Popp noted that he is against not adding the word “existing.” 
 
The picture of the barn will not be changed to the township logo. 
 
Question 1:  Popp asked if Goss’s statement that “we would never put this next to residential” 
means a residential use in an agricultural district.  Discussion followed.  No changes were made 
to the question. 
 
Question 2:  Popp requested the “a” option be changed to 1 to 5 acres.  There was no 
disagreement with the change.       
 
Question 3:  Popp stated we want people to understand that some events could last all weekend.  
Discussion followed.  No changes were made to the question.    
 
Question 4:  Popp stated we need to indicate proximity to residential uses; it could be another 
choice.  Discussion followed.  Option “f” will be changed to “proximity to residential uses.”  
“Other” will move to option “g.”     
 
Question 5:  Popp noted the word “historic” was removed earlier on Question 5 and asked if it 
should be removed here.  Discussion followed.  The word “historic” will be removed from “b” 
and “c.” 
 
Question 6:  Popp stated he has no issues with the question. 
 
Question 7:  Popp questioned the relevance of this question and said Question 8 should be 
deleted.  Discussion followed.  No changes were made to Question 7 or 8.   
 
Motion by Benak that we accept the proposed language change, minus the word 
“typically,” to be placed on the Whitewater Township Event Barn Survey and to accept the 
rest with the added changes that were agreed upon; second by Lawson.  There was no 
further discussion.  On voice vote, Benak, Goss, Hubbell, and Lawson voted in favor, Popp 
opposed.  Motion carried.  
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New Business (2:31:59) 
Approval of March 2019 Planning & Zoning Newsletter 
Motion by Popp to approve as submitted; second by Lawson.  There was no further 
discussion.  On voice vote, all those present voted in favor, none opposed.  Motion carried.  
 
Resolution #19-04 Salary for Supervisor 2019/2020 (2:33:22) 
Motion by Goss to adopt Resolution #19-04; second by Lawson.  There was no further 
discussion.  Roll call vote:  Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, yes. 
Motion carried. 
 
A true and complete copy of said resolution is attached to the minutes. 
 
Resolution #19-05 Salary for Clerk 2019/2020 (2:34:03) 
Motion by Lawson to adopt Resolution #19-05; second by Hubbell.  There was no further 
discussion.  Roll call vote:  Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, yes; Goss, yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
A true and complete copy of said resolution is attached to the minutes. 
 
Resolution #19-06 Salary for Treasurer 2019/2020 (2:34:40) 
Motion by Goss to adopt Resolution #19-06; second by Popp.  There was no further 
discussion.  Roll call vote:  Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes. 
Motion carried. 
 
A true and complete copy of said resolution is attached to the minutes. 
 
Resolution #19-07 Salary for Trustees 2019/2020 (2:35:09) 
Motion by Popp to adopt Resolution #19-07; second by Goss.  There was no further 
discussion.  Roll call vote:  Popp, yes; Benak, yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes.  
Motion carried.  
 
A true and complete copy of said resolution is attached to the minutes. 
 
Resolution #19-08 General Appropriations Act 2019/2020 (2:35:48) 
Goss noted there will be one change where the board made the correction to the Fire Fund to 
show the transfer out.  Proposed expenditures will be $450,416.  
 
Popp inquired if we go through Sections 6 and 7 line item by line item. 
 
Goss replied that all of the numbers were already stated, except for the change in the Fire Fund.   
 
Motion by Lawson to adopt Resolution #19-08 as amended; second by Benak.  There was no 
further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Benak, yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, 
no.  Motion carried.  
 
A true and complete copy of said resolution is attached to the minutes. 
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Salary/Wage Schedule 2019/2020 (2:38:37) 
Motion by Goss to approve the Salary/Wage Schedule 2019/2020; second by Lawson.  There 
was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; 
Benak, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Graded Wage Scale 2019/2020 (2:39:21) 
Motion by Hubbell to accept the Graded Wage Scale 2019/2020 as printed; second by Goss.  
There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; 
Benak, yes; Goss, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
2018/2019 Fiscal Year Budget Amendments (2:39:58) 
Motion by Lawson to approve the 2018/2019 budget amendments as outlined in the Clerk’s 
Memo dated 03/21/2019; second by Hubbell.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  
Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
2018/2019 Fiscal Year Budgeted Transfers (2:41:07) 
Motion by Goss to transfer $61,000 from the General Fund to the Ambulance Fund; second 
by Lawson.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Popp, yes; Benak, yes; Goss, 
yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Lawson to transfer $5,000 from the General Fund to the Road Fund; second by 
Goss.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Benak, yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; 
Lawson, yes; Popp, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Lawson to transfer $40,000 from the General Fund to the Recreation Fund; 
second by Hubbell.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; 
Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Popp to transfer $100,000 from the General Fund to the Road 
Repair/Replacement Fund; second by Lawson.  There was no further discussion.  Roll call 
vote:  Hubbell, yes; Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, yes; Goss, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
Appointment of 2019/2020 Parks & Recreation Administrator (2:44:28) 
Motion by Benak to appoint Cheryl Goss to the position of Parks & Recreation 
Administrator for fiscal year 2019/2020 at an annual salary of $6,800; second by Lawson.  
There was no further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Lawson, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, yes; Goss, 
yes; Hubbell, yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Revised Whitewater Township Park Conceptual Plan and Costs (added) (2:45:27) 
Rick Stout has provided a revised plan.  Goss stated we are looking at giving approval for Fleis 
& VandenBrink to submit a Waterways grant application on the township’s behalf requesting 
$200,000. 
 
Lawson stated it is a good baseline to start from; they did a real good job on this. 
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Popp said his concern is the local match of $200,000 far exceeds what we have available.  He 
stated he is totally against using General Fund money as support.  We could certainly loan the 
park money from the General Fund.     
 
Benak stated we could also try to find the funding elsewhere.   
 
Popp stated his point is that Goss has indicated we are supposed to have the funding according to 
policy and procedure already where we know it is coming from. 
 
Goss stated when you need to have that funding is before you embark upon the project.  We are 
not embarking upon any project right now.  We are going to submit a grant application to see if 
we can get this money.  No specific project is being approved here today.  This is a concept to 
address some of the issues that we have at the park that we need to address, and it is an 
opportunity to maybe get some Waterways grant money, and noted the park has gotten 
Waterways money before.  Goss stated we are not at the point yet where we are approving a 
project and the final costs of a project.  We are simply taking this idea and going out to see if we 
can get grant funds.  Goss stated, before we find out whether we are successful, we will be 
exploring other opportunities to bring more grant funds into the park.  Goss stated she does not 
anticipate that we are going to use up all of the Park Fund’s fund balance or that we are going to 
ask to use money from the General Fund.  Goss stated she does not wish to borrow money.  Goss 
reiterated that we are not approving this project; we are simply approving the submittal of a grant 
application on behalf of the township.  
 
Discussion followed concerning the fact that it will take more than a year or two for the process 
to happen, and the township has a couple years to get funding in place.   
 
Goss noted that, with the pumper tanker, the bids have gone out, and the board had to know 
where we are going to get at least the $225,000 anticipated to be spent in the next fiscal year.  
That project will also be over a two-year cycle.   
 
Motion by Goss that we instruct Fleis &VandenBrink to apply for a Waterways grant for 
Phase One - Entry Drive and Boat Launch Improvements; second by Benak.  There was no 
further discussion.  Roll call vote:  Popp, no; Benak, yes; Goss, yes; Hubbell, yes; Lawson, 
yes.  Motion carried.   
 
Tabled Items (2:52:58) 
1. Review Administrative Policy Section 5 (tabled 10/14/2014) 
2. Review Ordinance 22 Pension Plan (tabled 10/25/2016) 
3. Review Whitewater Township Planning & Zoning Fees (tabled 02/28/2017) 
  
Tabled items will remain tabled. 
 
Board Comments/Discussion (2:53:04) 
Goss reiterated that the deadline to finalize the agenda for the 4/9 meeting is on March 28.   
 
Benak noted the spring newsletter is going out by 4/15. 
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Announcements (as printed) (2:53:27) 
Beginning 04/01/2019, the township board is moving to a one-meeting-per-month schedule.  The 
next township board meeting is on 04/09/2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Public Comment (2:53:47) 
Ron Bachi, 6987 Cook Road, stated he would like to apologize to the board.  He did not 
understand that he could not speak.  Survey does matter.  That has been shown in the past.  The 
pot survey, Della says it’s just a survey; it doesn’t matter.  But it really does. 
 
Benak interjected that she didn’t say it didn’t matter.   
 
Bachi said actually you did; get the recording out.  He stated the survey does matter because he 
has seen you make decisions on the survey.  Survey came back; you made a decision; it is not 
just a waste.  If it didn’t matter, we could have waited for Popp to get back so we could listen to 
his input, because everybody’s input is important.  Targeting:  Della mentioned that he is 
targeting or Popp is targeting you.  The fact that he brought up to the board that we had an illegal 
meeting, it had nothing to do with Popp.  It had to do with him reading a book, understanding, 
trying to fit in to what the laws are and trying to prevent you from going to jail for breaking the 
law.  He said laws were broken obviously.  There was no targeting involved at all.  It was him 
doing his job.  He asked what do you think is going to happen to the public when he goes out 
there and says you live in residential or you live in agricultural.  Then there is the commercial 
area, your commercial corridor, 72.  You live in Whitewater; this is what you have.  Are you 
ready for a big change; are you ready to bring the commercial corridor deep into our agricultural 
and residential districts.  They are going to say no.  He stated where he has wasted his time in the 
last six months is coming in here and sitting, because in the first week, in the first 48 hours that 
he found out, he had 180 signatures.  Goss seems to say, hey, who cares about those 180 
signatures; what about all the other voters; the rest of the voters matter.  Of course, they matter, 
but these were the only 180 that were approached.  He said there’s 2,600; give me 30 days.  Park 
Road, for the love of God, stop having these outrageous ideas that you want to dump all this 
crazy money into that park.  That park is functional.  Those roads to get to that park with the 
$80,000 boats is not functional; it’s dangerous.  He stated he went to that park with his boat for 
years; thank God his boat was only worth $15,000 at the time because he got shook up all over 
the place.  Let’s address that road.  That’s where our money should go, into roads.  He 
understands the safety issues, though, but this is a safety issue.  Any safety issues to do with the 
park, he understands.  It is functional, though.  He stated he is going to go into the public and he 
is going to see basically if the public has a brain.  He stated he thinks they do have a brain.  He 
thinks that 2,600 voters is what we have and we just need to find 1,500 to sign a petition and this 
whole event barn thing is just over.   
 
(2:58:37)   
Heidi Vollmuth, 8371 Winnie Lane, stated the road is bad at the park.  She would not be 
beautifying anything until she fixed that road.  It is terrible.  You cannot even drive a little car 
down it, let alone a scooter.  The thing that nobody has addressed yet, though, is the new fishing 
laws and boat laws.  When you put water down in that park to take care of washing boats and 
reminding people to remove drain plugs, who is policing that.  She stated she is sorry that you 
guys think that the survey deserves to put your age on there when you can’t even ask somebody 
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how old they are to apply for a job, but we’ll see how the results come back.  She said you know 
what, Ron, your 1,800 is a little high; we just have to figure out how many people voted.   
 
Adjournment (2:59:57) 
Motion by Lawson to adjourn; second by Goss.  On voice vote, all those present voted in favor, 
none opposed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 
 



Bills for Approval 
April 9, 2019 

ALDEN STATE BANK 
PAYROLL 3/15 
ACCTS PAYABLE 3/19 
PAYROLL 3/29 

43791 - 43851 
43791 - 43810 
43811 - 43823 
43824-43851 

FIRST COMMUNITY BANK- MIAMI BEACH 1252 
ACCTS PAYABLE 3/19 1252 

FIRST COMMUNITY BANK- WMDLS 

ALDEN STATE BANK- MONEY MARKET 

Gross Payroll $8,975.52 
Grand Total $9,399.09 
Gross Payroll $10,197.04 

Grand Total $333.96 



Whitewater Township 

Check 
Number 

Check 
Date 

Status 

ALDEN STATE BANK Checks 

43811 03/19/2019 Printed 
43812 03/19/2019 Printed 
43813 03/19/2019 Printed 
43814 03/19/2019 Printed 
43815 03/19/2019 Printed 
43816 03/19/2019 Printed 

43817 03/19/2019 Printed 
43818 03/19/2019 Printed 
43819 03/19/2019 Printed 

43820 03/19/2019 Printed 
43821 03/19/2019 Printed 

43822 03/19/2019 Printed 
43823 03/19/2019 Printed 

Check Register Report 

Bills for Approval 04/09/2019 Date: 

Time: 
BANK: ALDEN STATE BANK Page: 

Void/Stop Vendor 
Date Number 

Vendor Name Check Description 

AT&T-CELL AT&T MOBILITY 2/23-3/22/2019 
BRICK HOUS BRICK HOUSE INTERACTIVE HOSTING AND DOMAIN NAME 
CARTRIDGE CARTRIDGE WORLD TONER 
CONSUMERS CONSUMERS ENERGY 02/01-02/28/2019 
EFTPS EFTPS PAYROLLS 2/01/19 AND 2/15/19 
FAHEY FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH CONDOMINIUM 

RHODES 
FUEL MAN FUELMAN FUEL 
GOLF IRE GOLFIRE, INC. HELMET SHIELD 
GTCTREAS GRAND TRAVERSE CO MAR BOR PUBLICATION 

TREASURER 
JENNY JENNYCLEAN INVS. 13784/13785/13786/13787. 
CULLIGAN MCCARDEL CULLIGAN WATER MAR 2019 RENT 

COND 
SCI NET SCI NETWORKS 03/14-04/13/2019 
WHITEWATEF WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP WMDLS RECONCILIATION 

Total Checks: 13 Checks Total (excluding void checks): 

Total Payments: 13 Bank Total (excluding void checks): 

03/28/2019 
2:34pm 

1 

Amount 

47.03 
390.00 
125.69 
94.54 

3,713.56 
719.00 

380.65 
44.99 
38.51 

400.00 
9.00 

207.96 
3,228.16 

9,399.09 

9,399.09 



Check Register Report 

Bills for Approval 04/09/2019 Date: 
Time: 

Whitewater Township BANK: FIRST COMMUNITY BANK MB Page: 

Check 
Number 

Check 
Date 

Status Void/Stop Vendor 
Date Number 

Vendor Name 

FIRST COMMUNITY BANK MB Checks 

1252 03/19/2019 Printed GTC TREAS GRAND TRAVERSE CO 
TREASURER 

Total Checks: 1 

Total Payments: 1 

Total Payments: 14 

Check Description 

DPW EXP FEB 2019 

Checks Total (excluding void checks): 

Bank Total (excluding void checks): 

Grand Total (excluding void checks): 

03/28/2019 
2:34pm 

2 

Amount 

333.96 

333.96 

333.96 

9,733.05 



Whitewater Township 

Fund/Dept/Acct Vendor Name 

Fund: 101 GENERAL FUND 
Dept: 21 0 Attorney 
101-210-801 Legal Services 

FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH 

FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH 

FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH 

FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH 

FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH 

FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH 

Dept: 215 Clerk 
101-215-727 Office Supplies & Exp 

CARTRIDGE WORLD 

Dept: 247 Board of Review 
101-247-901 Publishing 

GRAND TRAVERSE CO TRE1 

Dept: 265 Township Hall & Groun 
101-265-740 Operating Expense & 

MCCARDEL CULLIGAN WATI 

101-265-924 Telephone 
SCI NETWORKS 

Fund: 203 ROAD FUND 
Dept: 446 Road Right of Way 
203-446-921 Street Lights 

CONSUMERS ENERGY 

Fund: 204 ROAD REPAIR/REPLAI 
Dept: 890 Contingency 
204-890-890 Contingency 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 

Fund: 206 FIRE FUND 
Dept: 336 Fire Dept 

INVOICE APPROVAL LIST BY FUND REPORT 
Bills for Approval 04/09/2019 Date: 03/28/2019 

Time: 2:37 pm 

Invoice # Invoice Desc. 

46277 ELKWOOD SHORES 

46278 ZONING 

46278 PAYROLL 

46279 ZONING 

46276 MIAMI BEACH 

46278 CONDOMINIUM 

108271 TONER 

96060 MAR BOR PUBLICATION 

MAR 2019 RENT 

1263892 03/14-04/13/2019 

Page: 1 

Check# Due Date Check Date Amount 

43816 03/04/2019 03/19/2019 
43816 03/04/2019 03/19/2019 
43816 03/04/2019 03/19/2019 
43816 03/04/2019 03/19/2019 
43816 03/04/2019 03/19/2019 
43816 03/04/2019 03/19/2019 

Total Dept. Attorney: 

43813 03/15/2019 03/19/2019 

Total Dept. Clerk: 

43819 02/28/2019 03/19/2019 

64.00 
295.00 

22.50 
135.00 
45.00 

157.50 

719.00 

719.00 

125.69 

125.69 

125.69 

38.51 

38.51 

Total Dept. Board of Review: 38.51 

43821 03/01/2019 03/19/2019 9.00 

9.00 

43822 03/14/2019 03/19/2019 173.30 

173.30 

rotal Dept. Township Hall & Grounds: 182.30 

tal Fund GENERAL FUND: 1,065.50 

206789878430 02/01-02/28/2019 43814 02/28/2019 03/19/2019 94.54 

94.54 

Total Dept. Road Right of Way: 94.54 

Total Fund ROAD FUND: 94.54 

WMDLS RECONCILIATION 43823 03/19/2019 03/19/2019 3,228.16 

3,228.16 

Total Dept. Contingency: 3,228.16 

1IR/REPLACEMENT FUND: 3,228.16 



Whitewater Township 

Fund/Dept/Acct Vendor Name 

206-336-739 Fuel & Oil 
FUELMAN 

206-336-747 Uniforms 
GOLFIRE, INC. 

206-336-81 0 Janitorial Services 
JENNYCLEAN 

Fund: 208 PARK FUND 
Dept: 756 Township Park 
208-756-851 Internet/Website 

BRICK HOUSE INTERACTIVE 

208-756-924 Telephone 
SCI NETWORKS 

208-756-925 Cellular Phone 
AT&T MOBILITY 

Fund: 210 AMBULANCE FUND 
Dept: 651 Ambulance 
210-651-810 Janitorial Services 

JENNYCLEAN 

Fund: 590 MIAMI BEACH SEWER 
Dept: 000 
590-000-805 Contracted Services-! 

GRAND TRAVERSE CO TRE1 

Fund: 750 PAYROLL CLEARING F 
Dept: 000 
750-000-258 Accrued Payroll Taxe1 

EFTPS 

INVOICE APPROVAL LIST BY FUND REPORT 
Bills for Approval 04/09/2019 Date: 03/28/2019 

Time: 2:37 pm 
Page: 2 

Invoice # Invoice Desc. Check # Due Date Check Date Amount 

5558030199540 FUEL 43817 03/04/2019 03/19/2019 

25027 HELMET SHIELD 43818 03/12/2019 03/19/2019 

INVS. 13784/13785/13786/1378' 43820 02/26/2019 03/19/2019 

Total Dept. Fire Dept: 

Total Fund FIRE FUND: 

030919WWT HOSTING AND DOMAIN NAME 43812 03/09/2019 03/19/2019 

1263892 03/14-04/13/2019 43822 03/14/2019 03/19/2019 

2/23-3/22/2019 43811 02/22/2019 03/19/2019 

Total Dept. Township Park: 

Total Fund PARK FUND: 

INVS. 13784/13785/13786/1378' 43820 02/26/2019 03/19/2019 

Total Dept. Ambulance: 

Fund AMBULANCE FUND: 

96030 DPW EXP FEB 2019 1252 02/28/2019 03/19/2019 

Total Dept. 000: 

tMI BEACH SEWER FUND: 

270946534246596 PAYROLLS 2/01/19 AND 2/15/1! 43815 03/06/2019 03/19/2019 

Total Dept. 000: 

380.65 

380.65 

44.99 

44.99 

200.00 

200.00 

625.64 

625.64 

390.00 

390.00 

34.66 

34.66 

47.03 

47.03 

471.69 

471.69 

200.00 

200.00 

200.00 

200.00 

333.96 

333.96 

333.96 

333.96 

3,713.56 

3,713.56 

3,713.56 



Whitewater Township 

Fund/Dept/Acct Vendor Name 

INVOICE APPROVAL LIST BY FUND REPORT 
Bills for Approval 04/09/2019 

Date: 03/28/2019 
Time: 2:37 pm 
Page: 3 

Invoice # Invoice Desc. Check # Due Date Check Date Amount 

~YROLL CLEARING FUND: 3,713.56 

Grand Total: 9,733.05 



1 

 
Office of the 

Whitewater Township 

Supervisor  

Memo 

To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Ron Popp, Supervisor 

CC: Fire Chief Flynn 

Date: 03-28-2019 

Re: Proposed Emergency Services Building Driveway Project  

 

 

Board Members, 

    Chief Flynn and I have a meeting with Machin Engineering Wednesday April 3, 2019 

interviewing the firm as a possible source for engineering expertise for this project. Both Chief 

and I are concerned with the scheduling and prompt attention to our needs from services 

providers of this nature. More updates to follow. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Ron Popp 

Supervisor, Whitewater Township 



1 

 
Office of the 

Whitewater Township 

Supervisor  

Memo 

To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Ron Popp, Supervisor 

CC: None 

Date: 3-28-2019 

Re: 2019 Gravel Road Brine Agreement –  

All, 

     Attached is this year’s offering from the Grand Traverse County Road Commission 

regarding the application of dust control brine. 

     In the past, we have been approving up to 3 applications with the 3rd being reviewed year by 

years. 

     An appropriate motion may look like: Motion to authorize Supervisor and Clerk to execute 

the 2019 Gravel Road Brine agreement as presented with up to Three (3) brine applications. 

Thank you for your work. 

 

Ron Popp 

Supervisor, Whitewater Township 



Mineral Brine Estimated

Cost Twp 60%

County Maintained 18.40 7314.00 4,388.40

Non County 2.00 795.00 795.00

 

Total Miles 20.40

Grand Total $5,183.40

 

_____ Whitewater Township has chosen ____ (number) applications of brine.

_____ Whitewater Township has chosen not to brine.

_____ The road list has been reviewed and there are no changes. (please initial)

The Board of County Road Commissioners' policy is to provide a 40% match for brine

application on county maintained gravel roads with the Township paying 60%.  The

Township will pay 100% for all seasonal and public access roads requested.

This proposal is for the summer of 2019.  Please return by April 19, 2019 to schedule

the first application.  The second application is scheduled for July, weather permitting.

*The above amounts are based on 2019 bid extension and are close approximations of costs   

to be incurred. Invoices will be based on actual costs bil led to GTCRC which 

may vary from the estimates above.

Enclosed are road listings/approximated distances and maps of the areas to be brined.

If any discrepancies are discovered, please contact us at your earliest convenience.

   

 

Dated

 

Dated

 

Manager, GTCRC Dated

COUNTY ROAD IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN

 THE GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION AND WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP

Township Clerk

Township Supervisor



N Broomhead Road Township Line Vinton 11 14 22 35 26 27 4.7

Bunker Hill Road Township Line Will iamsburg 16 17 18 2

Crisp Will iamsburg Moore & West Rds 4 5 1.3

Drake Lane Skegemog Point West 23 0.2

Erickson Moore East 9 16 0.2

Farrell Hursh Vinton 10 0.5

Gay Road Munro Elk Lake 4 9 0.5

Guernsey Lk Broomhead Seasonal 35 0.6

Hursh Broomhead Farrell 10 0.5

Lackey Road Truax Lake Rd Township l ine 12 1

Lake Side Trail Baggs West 24 0.4

Lossie Road Baggs Skegemog Point 36 26 1

Moore Road Crisp Bunker Hill 4 8 2

O'Dell Broomhead West 10 0.3

Park Road Elk Lake East 15 22 0.5

Park Road Elk Lake West 16 21 0.5

Sand Lake Broomhead First house 23 0.3

Townline Road Elk Lake East 4 0.5

Watson Skegemog Point East 0.5

Whitney Broomhead Vinton 3 0.9

Total Mileage 18.4

Seasonal

Samuels Broomhead Deal 10,11,2,3 1

Vinton Road South end Seasonal 4,9 0.5

Boat Launch Bagg-Lakeside Trail Turnaround  24-300' 0.06

Park Road County road end Into park 100' 0.44

Total 2

Grand Total 20.4

Whitewater Township Gravel Roads 2019

Road Name From To Section
Length (in 

miles)



WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 

Memo 
To: Board Members 

From: Ardella M. Benak, Treasurer 

Date: March 27,2019 

Re: Resolution #19-09 

Each year Whitewater Township Treasurer negotiates with the Elk Rapids Public Schools on a 
per parcel rate for collection of Elk Rapids Debt and Operational taxes. These taxes are billed on 
the summer tax bill. 

The following documents will show correspondence between myself and Bill Melching, Finance 
Director for Elk Rapids Public Schools. Due to losses in enrollment, a request for a reduction in 
the per parcel rate has been requested by Elk Rapids Schools. I'm proposing a $1.75 per parcel 
rate. This is a reduction of .25 cents per parcel with the agreement that in 2020 there will be 
reevaluated and if student numbers are up, the rate will return to $2.00 per parcel. 



www.erschools.com 

February 4, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern: 

707 E. Third Street, Elk Rapids, Michigan 49629 
Phone 231-264-8692 Fax 231-264-6538 

Stephen R. Prlssel, Superintendent 
e-mail: sprissel@erschools.com 

Irene Schmidt, Executive Secretary 
e-mail: ischmidt@erschools.com 

At the January meeting the Elk Rapids Board of Education approved the attached agreement for summer 
tax collections. As part of their approval they authorized me to attempt to negotiate reduced per parcel 
fees for the summer tax collections. 

The district experienced an unexpected drop in enrollment of 47 students in the fall of 2018. Since 
school funding is based solely on enrollment, this resulted in a loss of $370,000 in funding for the 2018-
19 fiscal year. This fact has forced us to look at all aspects of the budget for ways to save costs. We are 
proposing a fee of $1.50 per parcel for summer tax collection fees and have included this rate in the 
attached agreement. If this rate is acceptable please sign the agreement and have a copy emailed to 
me at bmelching@erschools.com. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 231-313-7944 or via email at 
bmelching@erschools.com. Thank you in advance for considering our request. 

~y(ldP" 
Bill Melching ~ V 
Finance Director 
Elk Rapids Schools 

"WE ARE E.R. " 



ELK RAPIDS SCHOOLS 
AND 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 

AGREEMENT FOR COLLECTION OF 2019 
SUMMER SCHOOL PROPERTY TAXES 

THIS AGREEMENT made this ;) ~I./- , 2019, by and between ELK 
RAPIDS SCHOOLS, 707 E. Third Street, Elk Rapids, MI 49629 (hereinafter described 
as "School District") and WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP, 5777 Vinton Road, P.O. Box 
159, Williamsburg, MI 49690 (hereinafter described as "Township"), pursuant to 1976 
P A 451, as amended, providing for the collection by the Township of a summer tax levy 
of the total (100%) of School District property taxes for the year 2019. 

THE PARTIES AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING: 

1. The Township agrees to collect the total school property taxes as certified 
by the School District for levy on July 1 of each year on property located 
within the Township. 

2. The School District agrees to pay costs for preparation and collection of 
summer taxes for the School District as follows: I , 15 et·tv'.b 

a. The collection fee for 2019 will be a ~ ~ per parcel of taxable 
property (plus the postage rate increase should it become effective prior to 
the July 1 mailing of the tax bills) within the School District as the cost for 
preparation of bills and collection of taxes. This fee is also to include the 
cost of collecting the Traverse Bay Area Intermediate School District 
summer tax levy. 

b. The Township is to submit billing for the total number of parcels with 
first remittance of tax collections and the School District Business Office 
will remit to the Township within five (5) business days upon receipt of 
billing. 

3. No later than the second Thursday in June, the School District shall certify 
to the Township Supervisor the school millage to be levied ·on property for 
summer collection. 

4. The Township Treasurer agrees to distribute the school tax collection on a 
timely schedule of 10 business days after the pt and 15th day of each 
month as provided in Section 211.43(3)a of the General Property Tax Act. 

5. In return for the bi-weekly payment, the School District waives any claim 
to interest earned during the time the money is in Township accounts. 



6. General conditions of this agreement negotiated by the Township 
Treasurer and School District Superintendent is subject to approval of both 
Boards. 

SIGNED BY: 

TOWNSHIP OF WHITEWATER 

BY: ARDELLA BENAK 
Treasurer 

SIGNATURE AUTHORIZED BY 
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEES' RESOLUTION OF 

BY: RONPOPP 
Supervisor 

2 

ELK RAPIDS P~BLJF SCHOOLS 

;;;;~. c;;~L~ 
BY: TOM ENSLEN 
Interim Superintendent 

SIGNATURE AUTHORIZED BY 
ELK RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS' 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
RESOLUTION OFC'Jb.IC\. d-( 
2019. 



Della Benak 

To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Bill, 

bmelching@erschools.com 
2019 Agreement Summer Tax Collections 
cost estimates summer tax 2019.xls 

This letter is meant as acknowledgement of your letter dated February 4, 2019 concerning a reduction in per parcel fee for 
collection of property taxes for Elk Rapids Public Schools. I am requesting an Negotiations conference to discuss per parcel fees 
for the collection of 2019 school taxes. Conference can be held by phone, email or in person. 

I have attached an updated cost estimate worksheet to show you the cost associated with the collection of the summer taxes for 
Elk Rapids Public School. As you can see our cost per parcel is $4.64. In 2014 I negotiated 2015's tax collection fee with Elk 
Rapids Public Schools for an increase of .25 cents per parcel. At that time the township had not had an increase since 2004. The 
Township currently charges TCAP's $2.50 per parcel. This is the amount charged by the State of Michigan for the collection of 
school taxes IF there is no agreement between the local school district and the township. Looking back through our negotiation 
file I see that in 2004 the township charged the school district $4.10 per parcel. 

An effort to show good faith in negotiating a fair rate should be shown by both parties. The $2.00 per parcel we currently charge 
is already lower than the State's standard rate per parcel of $2.50, and it's $2.10 below the actual cost per parcel to mail, collect, 
receipt and distribute the collected funds. By negotiating below this amount, without some additional benefit, will result in the 
Township donating it's services to the school district. With that said, any amount below $2.50 will need to be approved by the 
Township Board. At this time, in light of the current financial situation Elk Rapids School District has found itself in, I am willing 
to approach the board with $1.75 per parcel, with the agreement that when your student numbers are up, the cost will resume 
at $2.00 per parcel. 

I am not. unsympathetic to the school district's financial situation. As the Treasurer for Whitewater Township I have a fiscal 
responsibility to our citizens to spend wisely. As a longtime resident whose children and now grand children have/do attended 
Elk Rapids Schools, I want to help and believe in your mission. If you accept $1.75 per parcel with the cost increase to be looked 
at again in 2020 then I will take this request to the board at our April2019 meeting. I will need you to send me written 
acceptance if this is agreeable. 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Ardolla M. Bonak 
Whitewater Township Treasurer 
231-267-5141 Ext. 22 
Treasurer@whitewatertownship.org 



Postage 

Paper 

Mileage 

Binders 

Envelopes 

Printer Cartridge 

Checks 

Assessing Services 

Software Support 

Wages 

Publications 

Facility 

Whitewater Township 
Per Parcel Cost Estimates 

2019 

2070 parcels x 1 mailing at .50 each 
Deferment Notices 3 at .69 17 at .50 
7 check x 18 Disbursements at .50 each 
Tax Receipts 650 (requested) by .50 

Tax Roll1 ream white at $6.50 
Tax Bills 4 reams Orange at $8.80 
Tax Receipts 3 reams yellow at $8.80 
Perforation of 3 reams of paper 

Banking 16 trips 25 miles each at .58 
County meeting 2 trip 29 miles at .58 

Blue binders 2 for tax rolls at $7.50 

5000 at 59.40 per 1000 = 297.00 (.059 per envelope) 
Disbursement Checks - 126 
Deferement Notices - 65 
Tax Bills- 1486 
Receipts - 650 

1/4 at $56.99 per Cartridge 

65 at 1.67 per check 

2070 parcels at .03 
4 hours at 16.00 per hour 

.5 at 685.00 BS&A Tax Program 

Treasurer 350 hours@ 16.99 per 
Deputy Treasurer 10 hours @ 16.59 
Board of Review 3 at 60.00 

Deferment Public Notices (Newspapers) 

computer,electricity, phones, misc. office supplies 
education, office space, storage for 6 months 

Total cost 
Parcel count 2070 (2014 tax roll) 
Per parcel cost 

3/22/2019 

$1,035.00 
$10.57 
$63.00 

$325.00 

$6.50 
$35.20 
$26.40 
$80.00 

$232.00 
$33.64 

$14.00 

$7.43 
$3.84 

$87.67 
$38.35 

$14.25 

$108.55 

$62.10 
$64.00 

$342.50 

$5,946.50 
$165.90 
$180.00 

$129.00 

$600.00 

$9,611.40 

$4.64 



)ella Benak 

=rom: 
•ent: 
ro: 
•ubject: 

=ollow Up Flag: 
=lag Status: 

Jood Morning Della 

Bill Melching <bmelching@erschools.com> 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 11:59 AM 
Della Benak 
Re: 2019 Agreement Summer Tax Collections 

Follow up 
Flagged 

fhank you for your willingness to work with Elk Rapids Schools on the rate charged for summer tax collections. Elk 
lap ids Schools is in agreement with a rate of $1.7 5 per parcel with the agreement that once enrollment begins to 
ncrease we will return the the current rate of $2.00 per parcel. Again Elk Rapids Schools is grateful for the Township's 
Nillingness to adjust the rate. 

:-lave a great day and we look to hear from you once your board makes a final decision on this issue. 

I possible please confirm receipt of this email as I at times have issues with my sent emails. 

3ill Melching 
?inance Director 
~lk Rapids Schools 



RESOLUTION #19-09 

Resolution Approving Agreement for Collection of 2019 Summer School Property Taxes 
between Elk Rapids Schools and Whitewater Township 

Whitewater Township 
Grand Traverse County, Michigan 

Be It Resolved that the Whitewater Township Board approves the Agreement for Collection of 
2019 Summer School Property Taxes, dated February 4, 2019, as amended, between Elk Rapids 
Schools and Whitewater Township. 

Be It Further Resolved that the Whitewater Township Board authorizes the Treasurer and the 
Supervisor to sign said agreement. 

A motion to adopt the foregoing resolution was made by ____ _ and seconded by 

Upon roll call vote, the following voted: 
Yes: 
No: 
Absent: 

Resolution declared adopted. 

Certificate 

I, Cheryl A. Goss, Clerk of Whitewater Township, Grand Traverse County, Michigan, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the 
Whitewater Township Board of said municipality at a regular meeting held on April9, 2019, 
relative to the adoption of Resolution #19-09. 

Cheryl A. Goss 
Whitewater Township Clerk 



MEMO 

To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Cheryl A. Goss, Clerk 

Date: 04/01 /2019 

Re: Approve Bid for Shower Renovations at Whitewater Township Park 

In January 2019, Whitewater Township was awarded $7,500 from the Grand Traverse Band 
toward the cost of renovating three ofthe standard showers and the larger ADA shower at the 
bathhouse. In the grant request, we cited 2018 shower revenue of$2,107. At 50 cents a 
shower, there were 4,214 showers taken in 2018. Paint has not and will not stand up to this 
type of usage. Installing tile will provide a durable surface that is easier to clean and does not 
degrade with usage. 

Three quotes for labor and materials were obtained in the fall of2018. They are attached and 
summarized as follows: 

• Northern Floor & Tile Service- $14,774.00 
• Floor Covering Brokers- $15,473.13 
• Bay View Flooring & Design Center- $25,220.83 

Our grant request was based upon a local match of$7,500. I allocated $15,500 in the budget 
for this expenditure. 

We would like to get this work done before opening day May 1 0. I am seeking approval of 
either the Northern Floor or Floor Covering Brokers bid so we can get this work scheduled. 

An appropriate motion would be: Motion to approve the bid in the amount of 
____ for tiling of 4 shower rooms at the Whitewater Township Park bathhouse. 

### 



' 
NORTHERN FLOOR & TILE SERVICE 

435 West Grandview Parkway 

Traverse City, Ml 49684 
PIIOPOSAL SUBMimD TO 

Whitewater Township Park 
ST!IEET 

9500 Park Drive 
OT'I', STAT£, &ZlPCDOE 

Williamsburg, Ml 49690 
we nereoy suomtt spec111cat1ons ana esttmates tor: 

"Your Floor Specialists" 
Serving Northern Michigan since 1945! 

PHONE 1/QtENT CONTACT INFO 

231-409-4607 Dan Belanger 
JOONAME 

Bath House 
JOU LOCAnON 

Furnish and install tile on walls from tile base to ceiling in 3 regular shower rooms and 1 handicap 

accessible shower room. Prep walls and Hydroflex fluid applied membrane on walls before tile. 

Remove and reinstall shower faucet covers. 

Grout- TEC Power Grout 

Tile- AO Mirasol12 x 12 

Material and labor 

Furnish and install tile on walls from tile base to ceiling in 2 toilet rooms 

Toilets, sinks, urinals, partitions etc. removed and reinstalled by others. 

Grout- TEC Power Grout 

Tile- AO Mirasol12 x 12 

Material and labor 

Furniture removed and reset by others 

Phone 1231)947-8410 

Fax 1231)947-8411 

$14,774.00 

15,762.00 

I have read and agreed to the terms on the reverse side. Customer to arrange for cutting off doors. 

Payment to be made as follows: 

Sign and return one copy with 50% deposit to order. Balance paid on completion. 
All material Is guaranteed to be as specified. All work to be done In a workmanlike 

manner according to standard practices. Any alteration or deviation from above 

specifications Involving extra costs will be executed upon written orders, and will 

become an extra charge over and above the estimate. All agreements contingent up 

strikes, accidents, or delays beyond our control. Owner to carry fire, tornado, and other 

necessary Insurance. Our workers are fully covered by Workmen's Compensation 

Insurance. 

Acceptance of Proposal - The above prices, specifications, and conditions are 
satisfactory and are hereby accepted. You are authorized to do the work as specified. 

Payment will be made as outlined above. 

Date of Acceptance 

Authorized Signature Greg R. Weiss 
~~~~~--------------

Note: This proposal may be withdrawn by us if not 

accepted within 15 days. 

Signature ___________________ _ 

Signature 



TERMS. Terms are net 30 days. Interest at 1-1/2% per month (18% annually) will be charged on all past due 
invoices. Open invoices past 60 days will result in suspension of credit until such invoices are cleared. 

COLLECTIONS COSTS. Customer agrees to pay all reasonable collection, attorney's and court fees and other 
expenses involved in the collection of the charges. 

RETURNS/CANCELLATIONS. There are absolutely no returns on any special orders. Any retwn will be 
subject to a minimum 25%return charge plus any freight. Any return will be subject to house credit or refund 
at Northern Floor and Tile Service's, Inc. discretion. 

INSTALLATION WARRANTY. All workmanship is guaranteed against defects for a period of one year after 
the date of installation. Work found defective during the warranty period will be replaced or repaired at no cost 
to the Owner. This warranty does not cover flooring that has been subject to abuse, abnormal use or conditions. 
Abnormal use or conditions includes, but is not limited to water damage from plumbing, storm or flood, damage 
from smoke or fire, damage from improper cleaning methods or materials, from improper maintenance, or lack 
of proper maintenance. Abuse is any use of flooring that is unreasonable considering the normal and expected 
uses of flooring. 

MATERIAL WARRANTY. No warranty from Northern Floor and Tile Service, Inc. Northern Floor and Tile 
Service, Inc. disclaims all warranties, including but not limited to, the implied warranty of merchantability and 
the implied warranty of fitness for a particular purpose. The only warranty, if any, which comes with the goods 
sold by Northern Floor and Tile Service, Inc. is the warranty of the manufacturer as such may be limited, 
excluded or disclaimed. Northern Flooi: and Tile Service, Inc. does not adopt any such warranty of any such 
manufacture. See manufactures warranty for exact details. 

JOB SITE CONDmONS. Floor coverings are made to be installed in a climate controlled area This means a 
normal living temperature and 4()0/o- 50% humidity. All areas to receive floor coverings must be a minimum of65 
degrees for 48 hours before, during and after installation. 

MAINTENANCE. No floor covering is maintenance free. To protect your investment you will need to follow the 
manufacturers recommended instructions. Carpet will require periodic cleaning every 18-24 months to maintain 
warranty. Retain receipts for warranty purposes. 

SEAMS. Carpet is a fabric, and like every fabric it has certain tolerances. Seams are made with the most advanced 
tools and techniques in the industry. Even a perfectly made seam may be visible. Visibility of seams will vary with the 
type of carpet/flooring. Seams cannot be guaranteed to be invisible. : 

PETS. Having pets in the home will affect the appearance of floor coverings. Pet toe nails must be kept 
clipped to minimize scratching and prevent pulls in carpet 

SCRATCHING. Scratching is not covered under any warranty. Wood floor, vinyl, ceramic tile and laminate flooring 
are not scratch proof, their surfaces are scratch resistant. These hard surface floors must be protected When moving 
heavy objects with some type of plywood. It is recommended that furniture protectors be used on all hlml surfaces 
floors. Chairs with rollers should have rubber casters when used on hard surface floors such as wood, Vinyl, tile and 
laminate. It may be advisable to use track off mats at entries. Mats with rubber backings are not recommended. 

FAD lNG. AU flooring can fade; it is recommended that window treatments be in place 

SHADE VARIA 1'10N. All flooring is sold subject to variation from samples. Natural flooring (stone, wood 
floor, cork, sisal mats) is subject to even greater variations in shade. Such variations are the inherent beauty of 
the,se flooripgs. Tile is sold subject to shad_e variation from tile to tile and in size from tile to tile, shipment to 
shipment and from samples. Such variations are an inherent characteristic of fired clay tile. 

FOOTPRINTING. All carpet will show footprints, vacuum marks, indentations, crushing, matting, fuzzing, 
pilling and will stain. These are nonnal characteristics of carpet and not considered defects. · 



ESTIMATE 

DATE 8/17/201 8 
SOLD TO Whitewater Towns hip Park 
PROJECT Tile Shower Building 
ADDRESS 

DETAIL LINE TOTAL 
TILE: lnterceramic Retro, White 12x12 

To be installed in all showers (3 standard showers and 1 handicap accessible) I 

3 Standard Showers • Materials for each: 

Tile $ 605.59 

Bullnose $ 83.46 

Mortar $ 184.00 

Grout $ 79.00 

Hydra Flex $ 154.06 

3 Standard Showers • Labor for each: 

Remove paint $ 512.64 

Apply HydraFiex $ 259.20 

Tile Labor $ 2,070.04 

TOTAL PER SHOWER: $ 3,947.99 

TOTAL FOR ALL 3 STANDARD SHOWERS: $ 11,843.97 

1 Handicap Accessible Shower - Materials 

Tile $ 573.72 

Mortar $ 184.00 

Grout $ 79.00 

HydraFiex $ 154.06 

1 Handicap Accessible Shower • Labor 

Remove paint $ 477.93 

Apply HydraFiex $ 241.65 

Tile Labor $ 1,918.80 

TOTAL FOR 1 HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE SHOWER $ 3,629.16 

I JOB TOTAL $ 15,473.13 

Thank you. 
Michael Sedgewick. Floor Covering Brokers Carpet One 

1794 Barlow I Traverse City. Ml 49686 1 Ph: 941-4700 1 Fax: 946-0545 



11/14/2018 4:23:13 PM 

Bay View Flooring 
67 N Hwy US 31 South 
Traverse City Ml 49685 
231-947-6900 
231-943-0855 
www. CashnCarryFiooring.com 
www.BayViewFiooring.com 

SOLD TO· 

White Water Township 

9500 Park Rd 

Williamsburg, Ml 49690 

(MATERIALS 

Diva 12x12 Plsh-10.60 

2 Aqua Defense 

3 Kerabond 

4 Kerabond Keralastic 

5 Tee Power Grout 25 Lb-1.00 

6 Diva 12x12 Plsh-10.60 

8 Kerabond 

9 Kerabond Keralastic 

10 Tee Power Grout 25 Lb-1.00 

(LABOR 

2 
6 

7 

Prooosal 

.- ..# 
: ~~ 

BAYVIEW 
FlOORING & DFSICiN GNTFR 

Proposal 19391 

SaleDate: 10/5/2018 

Next Install Date: 

Page 1 

rn=~ Sales Rep: Gary Bebeau 

White 

5 Gal 

White 

2 Gallon 

Charcoal Gray 

White 

White 

2 Gallon 

Charcoal Gray 

Ceramic Wall12x12 Or 
Less 
Ceramic Waterproofing 

Ceramic Wall12x12 Or 
Less 
Ceramic Waterproofing 

White Water Township 

9500 Park Rd 

Williamsburg Ml 49690 

COMMENTS 

High gloss porcelain 12x12 Can be used outdoors 3 
shower uni 
Waterproofing 

MastidMortar for cinder block walls 

Additive for non heated walls 

Max Stain resistant grout 

Handicap Shower Glossy 12x12 white 

Handicap Shower Molar 

Handicap Shower Additive Non heated walls 

Handicap Shower Grout 

COMMENTS 

High gloss porcelain 12x12 Can be used outdoors 3 
shower uni 
Waterproofing 

Handicap Shower Glossy 12x12 white 

Handicap Shower Water proofing wall 

TOTAL) 

$5,974.58 

$778.00 

$258.90 

$636.80 

$789.80 

$2,177.70 

$86.97 

$191.04 

$170.48 

TOTAL) 

$8,395.20 

$1,400.00 

$3,060.00 

5637.50 

Comments: 3 Standard showers and Handicap Shower. SubTotal: $24,556.97 

Sales Tax: $663.86 

Total: $25,220.83 

Payments: $0.00 

Balance: $25,220.83 

Signature Date 

Please read carefully, important terms on reverse side of this contract. Receipt of this contract is hereby acknowledged. 

Return Polley: Returns accepted within 30 days of purchase. Return must be full cartons only and In saleable 
condition. Returns only on In stock purchases. Special orders require payment In full upon order. NO :returns on 

special order materials. There Is a 25% restocking fee that may be applicable to returns. Buyer shall examine all goods 
delivered Immediately upon buyers receipt for defect. We appreciate your business! 



Page 2 

You must have your carpet professionally cleaned every two years in order to maintain stain, soil, and wear warranties 
from the manufacturer. Regular vacuuming can extend carpet life. A vacuum's performance will vary based on the 
carpet's fiber type and construction. 

For more specific information on vacuum models suitable for use with your new carpet, please visit your carpet 
manufacturer's website. 

Do not use self-adjusting vacuums as they adjust too deeply into carpet pile and will cause excessive fuzzing. 

Do not use any vacuum made by Oreck or Dyson as they cause excessive fuzzing. Claims entered in which damage 
has occurred using these vacuums, will be denied. 

Understanding your wood purchase: Wood flooring will expand and contract as seasons change. It is important to · 
maintain a minimum humidity level of 35% or you will begin to experience gaps, squeaks, and in extreme cases, 
splitting. It is critical to have proper HVAC running for at least 5 days prior to install and the floor can be no higher than 
12% when tested with a moisture meter. Too much humidity (excess of 55%) will cause your flooring to expand and 
buckle. Wood flooring can scratch and dent. Wood may have some variations in height from board to board. Wood 
may make snap and crackle sounds. A full spread glue or partial glue at tongue and groove installation is 
recommended with all engineered hardwoods. All natural floors can change in color as they age and are exposed to 
sunlight. Cash n Carry Flooring/ Bay View Flooring is not responsible for damage that occurs after installation. 
Covering the completed installation is available for an additional cost. 

Cash n Carry Flooring/ Bay View Flooring will not be responsible for damage of walls and baseboards during 
installation due to the coarseness of the material. Please protect your furnishings that are sensitive to this for the 
duration of your installation. 

To insure your flooring is being maintained properly please be sure to visit our website: www.cashncarryflooring.com 
for helpful links and information, or ask your salesperson to assist you. 

Your flooring installation is warrantied for one year after installation only in the case that Cash n Carry Flooring/ Bay 
View Flooring is paid directly for the installation labor. 

Material that is stored at our warehouse in excess of 60 days will be assessed a fee of $100 monthly or $5 daily 
whichever amount applies and will be prorated. 

Material that has been ordered under this contract from a supplier is not returnable unless the supplier agrees to 
accept it, and then will be subject to a 25% handling fee, plus shipping and whatever fees are charged by supplier. 

All orders must be paid in full at time of ordering. 

A 25% restock fee will be charged for material returned for credit. Some special order items cannot be 
returned and in some cases, minimum quantities apply. 

Returns are accepted within 30 days of purchase. Return must be full unopened cartons only and In saleable 
condition. NO returns on special order material. Buyer shall examine all goods delivered immediately upon 
buyers receipt for possible defect. 

The terms of this order may not be amended unless in writing and signed by Cash n Carry Flooring/ Bay View 
Flooring sales staff. 



MEMO 

To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Cheryl A. Goss, Clerk 

Date: 04/01 /2019 

Re: Approval of Beacon Athletics Purchase- New Dugouts at Hi Pray Park 

In June 2018, Whitewater Township was awarded a $5,000 grant from Rotary Good Works to 
be used for the baseball field improvements at Hi Pray Park. These improvements included 
new dugouts, a batting cage, pitching machine, and shed for storage of the pitching machine 
and batting cage nets. 

In July 2018, Whitewater Township was awarded a $7,500 grant from the Grand Traverse 
Band toward the same improvements. 

Completed improvements include purchase of the pitching machine and the equipment shed 
(although it needs to be wired for electricity) and building of the batting cage. Wind bracing 
and roof steel need to be installed on the batting cage. The roof steel was purchased last year. 
Nets will be purchased this year. 

Former Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee member Chuck Decker did the research on 
dugout packages. See his information attached. He got quotes from two companies, Beacon 
Athletics and Icon Outdoor. I don't see an actual price for the Icon Outdoor dugouts, so I have 
requested that. However, I would note that he stated in his summary that the Beacon product 
was less expensive. 

I obtained an updated quote from Beacon Athletics in February. The price includes the metal 
roof, the steel support columns, and the team bench. The cost had gone up considerably, from 
$14,978 in January 2018 to $18,120 in February 2019. 

As reflected in my Recreation Fund project budget, there are other costs attendant to the 
dugouts, i.e., removing and disposing of the existing dugouts, concrete work, installation ofthe 
support columns, roof, and bench, as well as fencing. These were all budgeted for in the 
2019/2020 Recreation Fund budget. 

At this point, we would like to get the supports, roof, and benches ordered for two dugouts to be 
installed at the main ball field at Hi Pray Park. 

The Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee has reviewed the material Chuck Decker 
provided and recommends purchase of the Beacon Athletics dugout package. 

An appropriate motion would be: Motion to approve the purchase of two dugout packages 
from Beacon Athletics at a total cost of $18,120 (including freight). 

## #e 



., 
Dugouts 

Research into companies that produce quality baseball dugouts for youth leagues yielded two . 
with excellent reviews. 

Beacon Athletics Middleton, WI 
ICON Outdoor buildings, distributed by Penchura LLC, Brighton, MI 

Both companies produce a quality product. Both are deliver their dugouts in kit fom1 for local 
assembly. The Beacon dugout roof is of 26 gauge sheet metal vs. 24 gauge for the ICON 
product. The Beacon product is less expensive, is specifically built to handle the snow load and 
seems to be slightly better in overall quality. 

We may wish to consider hiring a contractor for assembly vs . volunteer labor. 

The committee recommends that the board approve the purchase of: 
Two, Beacon Athletics baseball dugouts with benches, $14,978.00, shipping included 

See Attachments: Company Quote 
Product information 

TAB 1. 
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Prefabrocated and 
pre-engi1111eered. 
That means all fasteners are concea led 

within tubing to avoid corrosion and for better 

safety. Roof Panels are 26·gauge ga lvanized 

metal and fini shed with one of the nine colors. 

Standard sizes can be easi ly modified to fit 

yourun~uesHecons~e~t~ns. 

~ Premium Team Dugouts [a/18'0, sold individually) 

Southern U.S. Northern U.S.* 

20'L 120·8?5·820 $5,115 20'L 120·8?5·860 $5,575 
30'L 120·8?5·830 $6,595 30'L 120·8?5·8?0 $6,995 
40'L 120·8?5·840 $7,950 40'L 120·8?5·880 $8,395 

*Northern dugouts designed to handle snow loads. 
Sold as individual dugouts, fencing & bench not included 

Facility Essentials I BEACON~ ATHLETICS I 

LEARN !-·~, .. 
Lt'lr~· 1 .....:';-'l /~ 

800·?-47·S-E -



Beacon Athletics 
8233 Forsythia Street, #120 
Middleton, WI 53562 

(800) 747-5985 

Sold To: 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
PO BOX 159 
WILLIAMSBURG, Ml 49690 

Project name: 

Customer P.O. 

Special Instructions: 

Item Number Unit 

120-875-860 EACH 

DUGOUT 8' X 8' X 20' 

NORTHERN US 

Ship VIA 

FREIGHT 

Ordered 

2.0 

26 GAUGE GAL. METAL ROOF PANEL & 
STEE~. SU_P,PORT COLUMNS ,liRE POWDER COATED 

Quote 

BEACON 
ATHLETICS ~ 

visit our website at beaconathletics.com 

F.O.B. 

Shipped 

0.0 

Ship To: 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
PO BOX 159 
WILLIAMSBURG, Ml 49690 

Back Order 

Terms 

NET30 

0.0 

POWciER COATED STEEL FRAME COLOR OPTIONS (CHOOSE 1) 
ALMOND, Bi..ACK; Rf::D, GR.EEN, BURGUNDAY, BLUE, YELLOW, BROWN, FOREST GREEN 

METAL ROOF COLOR OPTIONS (CHOOSE 1) 

Order Number: 0286723 

Order Date: 2127/2019 

Salesperson: KODY 

Customer Number: B49690A 

Price 

7,695.0000 

LIGHT STONE, MOCHA TAN, OLD TOWN GRAY, REFLEECTIVE WHITE, BURNISHED SLATE, FOREST GREEN, HAWAIIAN BLUE, BARN RED, 
., GALVALUME 
J • ·- ~; , •• :". -, '•( 

~-- -- *COLORS MUST BE DECIDE:D BEFORE MANUFACTURING TIMELINE WILL BEGIN. 
'-11'5-765-l59 EACH 2.0 0.0 

TEAM BENCH, 15' LONG WITH BACKREST 
- 2-3/8" OD GALVANIZED STEEL FRAME 
- 10" WIDE ANODIZED ALUMINUM SEAT/BACK PLANKS 
- PERMANENT MOUNT (MFR #BEPB15) 

Fabricated Metal Surcharge: Due to volatility and uncertainty in cost of steel. aluminum and 
other metals, these quoted amounts reflect best information available at the time of the 
quote. Seller reserves the right to increase costs of metal components at the time of 
delivery, based on the then-current market prices. 

Our promise to our customers ... 
-Prompt response to your inquiries from knowledgeable and courteous staff 
-Quality products that meet your demanding requirements 
-Commitment to continuous improvement to achieve an exceptional customer experience 

0.0 

Let me know if we have failed to achieve this promise - or if we have exceeded your expectations. 

Joe Palzki/1, General Manager 
joep@beaconathletics.com 

565.0000 

Net Order: 

Discount 

Freight: 

Sales Tax: 

Order Total: 

Page: 

Amount 

15,390.00 

1,130.00 

16,520.00 

0.00 

1,600.00 

0.00 

18,120.00 



Beacon Ath letics 
8233 Forsythia Street, #120 
Middleton , WI 53562 

(800) 747-5985 

Sold To : 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
PO BOX 159 
WILLIAMSBURG, Ml 49690 

Project name : 

Customer P.O. 

Special Instructions: 

Item Number Unit 

120-875-860 EACH 

DUGOUT 8' X 8' X 20' 

NORTHERN US 

Ship VIA 

FREIGHT 

26 GAUGE GAL. METAL ROOF PANEL & 

Ordered 

2.0 

STEEL SUPPORT COLUMNS ARE POWDER COATED 

Quote 

BEACON~ 
(ATHLETIC5]~.., 

visit our website at beaconatlzletics.com 

F.O.B. 

Shipped 

0.0 

Ship To : 

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
PO BOX 159 
WILLIAMSBURG, Ml 49690 

Terms 

NET 30 

Back Order 

0.0 

POWDER COATED STEEL FRAME COLOR OPTIONS (CHOOSE 1) 
ALMOND, BLACK, RED, GREEN , BURGUNDAY, BLUE, YELLOW, BROWN , FOREST GREEN 

METAL ROOF COLOR OPTIONS (CHOOSE 1) 

Order Number: 0286723 

Order Date: 1/2/2018 

Salesperson : KODY 

Customer Number: B49690A 

Price 

6,169.0000 

LIGHT STONE, MOCHA TAN, OLD TOWN GRAY, REFLEECTIVE WHITE, BURNISHED SLATE, FOREST GREEN , HAWAIIAN BLUE, BARN RED, 
GALVALUME 

·coLORS MUST BE DECIDED BEFORE MANUFACTURING TIMELINE WI LL BEGIN. 
115-765-759 EACH 2.0 0.0 

TEAM BENCH, 15' LONG WITH BACKREST 
- 2-3/8" OD GALVANIZED STEEL FRAME 
- 10" WIDE ANODIZED ALUMINUM SEAT/BACK PLANKS 
-PERMANENT MOUNT (MFR #BEPB15) 

CAN ALSO GO SURFACE MOUNT OR PORTABLE 

Sign up for the Beacon Newsletter to receive product information, sales and specials, field tips, 
demonstration videos and more. To sign up, go to: 

http://beaconathletics.com/beacon-newsletter/ 

0.0 545.0000 

Net Order: 

Discount 

Freight: 

Sales Tax: 

Order Total : 

Page: 

Amount 

12,338.00 

1,090.00 

13,428.00 

0.00 

1,550.00 

0.00 

14,978.00 
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MEMO 

To: Whitewater Township Board 

From: Cheryl A. Goss, Clerk 

Date: 04/0112019 

Re: Approval of Road/Site Work at Whitewater Township Park 

The township board will remember that Kyle Riegle of A very Excavating did a lot of road and 
site work at Whitewater Township Park in the spring of2018. The job he did on the interior 
campground roads was phenomenal! Per our bid specifications, he fixed the issues we were 
having with the road washing out in certain areas and some site flooding, as well as crowning 
and stone work in the worst areas. That work held up beautifully over the season. 

Kyle did recommend last year that we should have the roads Harley raked at the beginning of 
every season to maintain the crowns and stone work. His attached bid (second page) indicates 
a price of$900 to perform this routine preventative maintenance work. 

This year, he has recommended some additional road work not addressed previously, mostly to 
fill low spots. He has listed this work in items 1 through 6 ofhis bid. 

Additionally, we asked Kyle to give us a bid on improvement of a few more sites this year. 
Those various improvements are listed by site on his attached bid. 

The total for all of the work requested is $14,600. 

$15,000 was budgeted in the Park Fund for Road/Site Improvement and Maintenance. 

The board will also remember that last year, when we put the road and site work out for bid, 
Alpers Excavating was the only other bid received, and it was substantially more than Kyle's 
bid. Steuer Excavating was also asked to bid last year but declined. Hence, the reason we did 
not seek bids this year from those entities. 

I am seeking approval of the A very Excavating proposal for road and site work at Whitewater 
Township Park in the amount of $14,600. We would like to have this work completed prior to 
the opening ofthe campground on May 10. 

An appropriate motion would be: Motion to approve the A very Excavating proposal for 
road and campsite improvements in the amount of$14,600. 

### 



231-631-0855 I AveryMovesDirt.com 

Whitewater Township Park Road & Campsite improvements 2019 

After speaking with Cheryl and meeting with Dan at the park on Saturday March 30th 
the following has been requested for improvements to the park roads and campsites. 

Regrade, fill with new gravel and top with crushed stone (same as last year 2018) the 
following areas: 
1. Parking area West of the office: washout/ditch in center of drive area. 
2. Directly north of the office - regrade as there is a ditch in the middle of the road. 
3. Add a few yards of gravel & stone next to the office area/door. It is rutted out and 
gets muddy. Clean stone will help keep everything cleaner. 
4. Road to site 1; between bath house and site 1. Add 1 0 yards gravel & top with stone 
to create more crown and flow water into the low spots more effectively. 
5. Rd between site 1 & 11. Add 1 0 yards gravel to fill low spot. 
6. Rd between site 41 & 42; Add 20 yards of gravel and top with with stone to fill low 
spot. regrade area. 

The following campsite improvements are as follows: 
- Site 1. Add 10 yards gravel and top with stone to the north side of site. 
- Site 5: Add 10 yards sand and add 10 yards gravel to site 5. increase grade by 
approx - 12-16 inches. 
- Site 6: Add 25-30 yards sand to site 6. Add 15 yards gravel and top with stone. 
-Trim all low hanging branches along sites 4, 5, 6, & 7. Haul off branches to Avery's 
pit. 
- Site 9: Remove approximately 18 pine trees to open up the area for large class a 
campers or large 5th wheel campers. Cut/grade sand for parking/get sand from pit if 
needed. Spread 30 yards gravel and top with stone. Remove all stumps. Leave logs 
up by wood piles. Haul away stumps & tops to avery's pit. 

Note: Site 9 improvements will make site 9 a premium spot, with the ease and ability to 
handle some of the largest campers including Class A motorcoaches. There will also 
be additional parking created for about 2-3 additional cars and or a boat. 

(next page) 



Site 35: Add 10 yards sand & 10 yards gravel and top with stone to eliminate low spot. 
Site 21: Cut down grade about 18 inches. Use sand in other sites. 20 yards gravel and 
top with stone to finish. 

Overall the improvements made to sites, 21, 35, 5 & 6 will make them far more user 
friendly by making them more flat which will enable campers to park and unhook 
easier. The sites will also be more level making each site more user friendly for general 
camping activities. By increasing the overall grade of each site and leveling them out; it 
will naturally create low areas in the trees, (between the campsites) where water will 
then flow/drain to. The sites could be considered premium sites and will enable larger 
rigs to park. 

To complete all of the above the cost will be 13,700.00 

The annual harley raking of the entire park will be 900.00 while we are their on site 
completing the other work. 

Total for the project will be: $14,600.00 

It was helpful to have Dan on site to walk through and look over all the changes and 
would be beneficial to have him there while we are doing the work in case questions 
come up during the work. 
Upon acceptance of the work/bid we can schedule the work prior to the park opening 
on Mothers day weekend. 

Thanks again for the opportunity and we look forward to working with you again! 
Kyle Riegle. 

Yes, 1/we hereby accept this proposal and all of its details and conditions. I would 
like to have Avery Excavating LLC begin work as soon as possible. A SO% deposit is required for all work 
over $2,500.00 dollars. 

Signed ________ _ Print ________ _ Date -------
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