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2015 Master Plan Revisit
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Preserve, Enhance and Transform

PRESERVE — these are the things that are great — keep them just how they are! GREEN sticky dot

ENHANCE — there are already positive things happening here, how can we make them even better? YELLOW sticky dot
TRANSFORM — what could this look like or how could it be better? RED sticky dot
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Parks

Whitewater Township Park and Campground
Petobego Creek Natural Area
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Lossie Road Nature Trail
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Scenic and
Iconic Areas
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Minor Roads

l State Land

Park
Petobego Creek Natural Area

Community Facilties

Mill Creek Elementary School
Whitewater Township Hall
Whitewater Township EMS




Alternative Energy

In past master

-ky dot Where should alternative energy facilities be located? GREEN sticky dot township. Rur:
Where should alternative energy facilities absolutely not be located? RED sticky dot
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Q14A - Large solar or wind facilities are not uncommon in Michigan
(Meighboring Acme Township approved 50-acre solar farm off M-72).
Large solar or wind faciliies produce larger amounts of power delivered
to the grid and do not include individual systems serving individual - 8
properties (i.e., solar panels on rooftops). There are no current plans for | = 1 = N ;
an alternative energy facility in Whitewater Township, but what are your ) R i
thoughts about such a facility in the future? ] -t
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In past master plans and surveys, residents have indicated a strong interest in maintaining the rural character of the
township. Rural character can be challenging to define as it can mean many things — we want your help defining it!

Below are some photos of rural settings. You may use a GREEN sticky dot to indicate that you like the photo and that it
mostly captures what you envision when you think of rural character.

You may also leave a comment to better explain your thoughts about what rural character means to you.




\

omments

What else would you like to acknowledge?

; N e
LR B
- W=

_—EEP WTTE el
= -’ TN P Sulal

new development is proposed. However, the term “rural character” can
be vague. Please indicate two of the following landscape elements that
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Where should low-density residential neighborhoods be located? Indicate with a YELLOW sticky d
ot

Where should higher-density residential neighborhoods be located? Indicate with a GREEN
Where should commercial development be located? Indicate with a RED sticky dot
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Community Facilities
Mill Creek Elementary School
Whitewater Township Hall
Whitewater Township EMS
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Q9A - Much of the land South of M-72 in Whitewater Township is
zoned Recreational (RC-1). The minimum required parcel size in the
RC-1 District is 5 acres (217,800 square feet — or about 300’ x 725)).

In your mind, is this 5-acre minimum parcel size appropriate in the
RC-1 District?

Yes
No, 5 acres is too large

o5 s oo s N
0

Not Sure

100

Choice Count

Yes 329
No, 5 acres is too large 93
Mo, 5 acres is too small {ts
Not Sure £

Total 561




Development: Housing

er the next ff.'\l'\_f decades. We also k
ship is important to the r‘c-_s.‘ndw\'r fonte
idents.

ts oV

The U.S
->. Census i
s is estimati
ating that the township will
ill gain residen
Water Town

most rec
ent surv
ey th intaini
y that maintaining the rural ch
character of Whi
ite

How sho
uld the t
ownship b
plbalance that growth while mantainin its 142N
t would their new homes/neighborhoods |
s look like?

Imagine
500 ne i
w residents move into the to
wnship — wha
in types of housing options — pl
ease kee
o]

ck. GREEN for “Pros” and RED f
or “Cons”

You ma
Y leave a
ments brief so thatent and explain why you do
others have an c;Fiportunityotr il e
o provide feedba




M-72 is the most heavily trafficked corridor in the township and it is the only region that would be considered traditional
commercial development. It is a major throughfare that drivers pass through on their way to or from Traverse City.

What should the development in this corridor look like? Below are some photos that show current buildings along the
corridor as well as some samples from other communities. Use a GREEN dot if you like it and a RED dot if you do not.

You may leave a comment and explain why you do or do not like something — please keep comments brief so that others
have an opportunity to provide feedback. GREEN for “Pros” and RED for “Cons”




Downtown Williamsburg is located near the intersection of Williamsburg

there was what some may have considered a “traditional” downtown, g
a traditional downtown again.
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deant tral in Whitewater Township is the Iron Belle Trail which connects Belle Isle (in the Detroit River near
One significan

etroit e o o=
n‘Ilrz\.'u'ntc;\n\mhDalf b Miichigan's counties along two distinct hiking and biking routes. The biking route utilizes many of the
more than

.o pike paths, bike lanes and designated biking routes as it travels up the east side of the state. The hiking
pLate s eKI_S'Ong s through Whitewater Township) utilizes sidewalks, trails, and the 1,000-mile plus North Country
rouFe {which E:?rra“ traveling up the west side of the Lower Peninsula. The trail is still under development and is more
:a:nutn:::;:‘és complete. When done, it will be the longest state-designated trail in the nation. The west leg of the Iron
Belle Trail travels through southern Whitewater Township.

An illustration of all trails in Whitewater Township is provided to the right. It should also be noted that TART (Traverse

Area Recreation and Transporta :
is to provide and promote a trail network that enriches people and communities throughout the greater Grand Traverse

region. The TART Trail network is within and near Whitewater Township. The Boardman/Ottaway River Trail is a 24-mile
trail that crosses Supply Road west of Williamsburg Road.
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What are your thoughts on the trails?

Do we need more? If so, where?

Are the township trails adequately connected to
the region?
What facilities need to be added or improved?
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Infrastructure: M-72

M-72 is a high-speed, heavily trafﬁclferl.i clorridor that is the center of commercial development in the township. Cumalative Impact of Increased Roadside Development . ..
There areva number of reasons why it is important to consider what infrastructure in this corridor will look like as :
more businesses change ownership or new businesses are developed.

Combining ac;ess drives, also known as driveway consolidation or access management, is a planning and design
strategy used in transportation and urban development to improve safety, traffic flow, and overall efficiency.
Access management should be carefully planned and executed to balance the needs of various stakeholders,

including property owners, businesses, commuters, pedestrians, and local communities. Here are several reasons
why combining access drives might be implemented:

Safety Improvement: One of the primary reasons for combining access drives is to enhance safety on roads and
streets. Multiple driveways or access points close to one another can lead to conflicts between vehicles and
pedestrians, create weaving movements, and increase the risk of accidents. By consolidating access points,
you can reduce the number of conflict points and improve safety for all road users.

. ; ! . , . %
Traffic Flow: Multiple access points can disrupt the flow of traffic by causing congestion, especially during peak

hours. Combining access drives can reduce congestion and improve the overall traffic flow, benefiting both
commuters and businesses in the area.

Efficiency: Consolidating access drives can improve the efficiency of transportation networks. When access

points are combined or reduced, it can lead to smoother traffic operations, shorter travel times, and reduced
delays for motorists.

Pedestrian Safety: Access management is not only about vehicles; it also takes into co nsideration the safety and

. - < 3 : § Source: Center for Transportation R h and Education, lowa State
convenience <?f pfedestnans. Fewer access points mean fewer potential conflicts between pedestrians and University, fowa Access Management Guidebook, October 2000, p. 19.
vehicles, making it safer for people walking or using crosswalks.

Accessibility: Improving access management can enhance accessibility for individuals with disabilities. Well-

designed access points can provide safe and convenient crossing opportunities for people with mobility
impairments.

Land Use Planning: Combining access drives is often part of a broader urban planning strategy. It can help guide
and control development in a way that ensures the efficient use of land and promotes a more sustainable,
walkable, and transit-friendly urban environment.

Economic Benefits: Enhanced access management can benefit businesses by improving the visibility and
accessibility of commercial properties. When access points are strategically located and consolidated, it can
make it easier for customers to access businesses, boosting their economic viability.

Aesthetics: Combining access drives can lead to a more aesthetically pleasing streetscape. It can reduce visual
clutter and create a more attractive environment for residents and visitors.

Environmental Impact: Reduced congestion and smoother traffic flow resulting from access management can
contribute to lower fuel consumption and reduced emissions, which align with environmental sustainability
goals.
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Combined access drives for multiple businesses provide improved safety for motorists. Unregulated access drives lead to reduced pedestrian 3”{5 motorist safety by increasing
Limited crossing points for pedestrians decreases the opportunity for vehicle/ the opportunm?s for vehicular dece!eranlon and more pomts_f;)f con.ﬂ|ct. It can also lead
pedestrian accidents. Uniform landscaping and development patterns create an to driver confusion when looking for a drive to access a speciic business.

aesthetically improved look. s —
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Would you support the to;vnship developing regulations to improve tg%g? Cfr:"i‘i“" to assure that it remains safe,
efficient, and an economic hub for the township? GREEN fof YESikan or “NOZ e
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Fire/EMS

Do you feel the Emergency Services in W
adequate?

hitewater Township are

Should the Fire/EMS Building be improved/updated?
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Public Transportation
A . >
| that public transportation services are adequate
L : ip—should there be? If
no bus stops in the township—shou e ; |
Currently, there are ;
so, where? /

Township Hall '

Should the Township offices be improved/updated?
B8 What types of updates would improve services?
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5 (2., Aitbnb and VRBO) of private residential
homes occur in some COMmmunities, and this activity is particularly
Popular in Nonthem Michigan, The tam “Short-term rental” typically
means the rental of a dwelling unit for less than 20 consecutive days.
What are your thoughts abou whether short- term rentals should be
allowed in Whitewater Township? (Note: A Bed and Breakfast is different
from a short-tarm rental and is permitted as a Special Use in Whitewater
Township, and state law cauld change how a local government may
regulate short-term rentals in the future)
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