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by Larry Lake, Supervisor

Again this Spring as I look back over the last few months I am reminded of all the
outstanding citizen volunteers that have come forward to help make Whitewater
Township a better place to live and enjoy. All the volunteer efforts are appreciated. To mention a few at the risk of leaving some one out; American Waste
and the Ascoine family get a big thanks from us all for providing the funding
which will keep our recycle bins in place this year behind the Town Hall and
Barker Creek Nursery for providing a holiday wreath that brightened our door at
Township Hall. We must not forget the volunteers who put on the Community
Tree Ceremony and holiday gathering at HI Pray Park last December. It was
dedicated to the veterans, present and passed. Those are a few of the deeds
that come to mind. However, there were many good efforts and all are worth our appreciation.

Water Service Line:
With funding and construction provided by the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, a
water service line, to include safety fire hydrants, will be run to the Mill Creek Elementary School from the
water tower at the Turtle Creek Casino and Hotel. The Old M-72 road right of way will provide the route.
The purpose, along with water service to the school, is to supply the current fire station with fire hydrants
and anyone else along the service line with water at a very economical rate. This project has been
planned for several years and is at this time ready to be installed. No other residential hookups are
scheduled at this time. Residents are under no obligation to access this service; however, the rates are
low and the cost is very economical for residential water service along the route. Should you be
interested in tapping into the water line, please contact me.
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Park and Recreation Advisory Committee:
Whitewater Township will form a committee to oversee and guide the operation and promotion of our
Township parks and recreational facilities. The appointments to the committee will start this summer.
Those who would be interested in serving on the committee can forward a letter of interest to the
Supervisor’s office at the Township Hall, or call 267-5141 ext. 23 to get more details. We need five to
seven interested citizens for this important committee.

Fire Board Membership:
For those who may have missed the information. Whitewater Township is in the process of reconsidering
it’s membership in the Grand Traverse Rural Fire Department. There are several reasons for this,
however the most important one is that Whitewater Township has changed significantly over the last
twenty years and that reduces the need to be affiliated with units that are forty miles away. Our highway
is busier. Our citizenry has changed. In general our needs are closer to home than they were when our
biggest emergency was a house or brush fire. Ambulance service has moved up in priority and must be
given even more consideration today. All of our responders are cross-trained in both ambulance and fire
emergencies. Fire is still very important but most of our calls for help today are for ambulance rescue.
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Clean-up Day Information:
May 7th from 8:00 until 12:00 noon will be the first clean-up day of the year. It will be held at the Mill Creek
Elementary School. The list of items and charges will remain the same as last year for the spring
clean–up day. The second clean-up day will be held on August 27th from 8:00 AM until 12:00 noon. The
plan at this time is to maintain the same rules and procedures. Anyone that would like to volunteer to
help with the operation on clean-up day, please feel free to help out with this worthy community effort.

Planning Commission Update
Marijuana Moratorium

Master Plan

In November of 2008, the residents of Michigan passed
proposal 08-1, a legislative initiative to permit the use and
cultivation of marijuana for specified medical conditions.
The proposal passed with over 63% approval. In
Whitewater Township the proposal passed by a lesser
margin of 57%. Whitewater Township’s Medical Marijuana
Moratorium took effect
February 12, 2011 and will
expire on August 12,
2011. The purpose of the
moratorium is to
allow the Planning
Commission
to review the
proposal and
recent case law
to formulate an
ordinance
recommendation
to the Township
Board for
adoption. We have
found that the
use and cultivation
of medical marijuana takes many shapes and sizes. For
example, you may be a medical marijuana patient (allows
for the possession of up to 2.5 ounces), a caregiver (allows
for the growing of 12 plants per patient with a maximum of
five patients including yourself or 72 plants), a collective (a
medical marijuana drug store) or a compassion club (a
private club for medical marijuana patients). Should this be
allowed as a home occupation? Only in our commercial
and/or industrial district? Both? At this time the one thing
we know for sure is that we cannot disallow it. The Planning
Commission would greatly appreciate your input.

Currently the Planning Commission is working on the re-write of the Master Plan. What is
the Master Plan? A Master Plan is a comprehensive long range plan intended to guide
growth and development in Whitewater Township. It will include analysis, recommendations and proposals for our population, economy, housing, transportation, facilities and land
use. It is based on public input, the survey, existing development, physical characteristics,
and social and economic conditions.
The Master Plan is a policy based document, it does not, nor can it regulate land use. The
Master Plan is not a zoning document; therefore the recommendations of the Plan are only
for guidance, not to regulate properties.
Master Planning is an orderly, open approach to determine Whitewater Township’s needs
and goals and develops strategies to address those needs and goals. The planning
process involves working with four basic questions:
1. Where is Whitewater Township now?
2. How did Whitewater Township get here?
3. Where does Whitewater Township want to go?
4. How do we get there?
Two goals have so far inched their way to the top of the list:
• To respect the property rights of individuals while providing for orderly growth within
Whitewater Township.
• Guide future development in a manner that conserves natural resources and the
environment and meets the long-term needs of Whitewater Township.
A special meeting is scheduled for April 20, 2011 at 7:00 PM to continue work on
this.

Under Consideration
The Planning Commission is currently considering changes to the Zoning Ordinance that would allow for certain farm animals in residential districts.
Whether the reason is health related or a financial one, requests are coming in from all areas of the Township. Your comments, concerns and ideas are
always welcome.

Recent Zoning Changes
•
•
•

Temporary Structures and Uses: Article 37.10 allowing for the use of temporary structures during construction is now permissible under certain
conditions. Provisions for camping on private property, special events such as carnivals and concerts, and outdoor sales where also established.
Zoning Administration: Article 17 has been revised to address the current responsibilities of the Planning/Zoning Administrator and pemit/inspection
requirements.
A new Planning and Zoning fee schedule was adopted. The schedule went into effect February 1, 2011.

Treasurers Corner - Ardella Benak
Tax season for 2010 has been completed, settlement with the Grand Traverse County Treasurers office went very well. Something new to our web site
this last year is the Township Cash Balance Reports. I felt in an effort to achieve governmental transparency these reports should be made readily
available.
Summer Deferments - Applications for deferment are available at www.whitewatertownship.org or the Township Hall and must be returned by
September 14th annually. If eligible, this would defer your summer taxes without interest until February 14th .
Winter Deferments - This deferment allows you time to pay your Winter taxes between March 1st and April 30th without penalty or interest. You can
obtain an Application for Deferment from the Grand Traverse county Treasurers office or on the web at: www.co.grand-traverse.mi.us/
departments/treasurer/winter_deferment_form.htm Completed and signed forms must be returned to GTC Treasurer before February 14,
2011. If you have questions, please call 231-922-4735.
Tax Collection Statistics - will be posted on the Web-site this coming month and printed in the June E-Letter. Make sure you
subscribe to the E-letter, email Treasurer@whitewatertownship.org and I will be happy to add you to our list.
It was good to see so many of our citizens this past year, just sorry it had to be during tax collections time. I will be helping out at
the May 7th Clean-Up Day this spring, stop by and say hello, It would be an enjoyment to see everyone. My office hours at the
Township Hall are Monday, Wednesdays & Fridays from 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm. I can be reached @ 231-267-5141 Ext: 22

TOWNSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
•

The Township Board welcomed Fahey, Schultz, Burzych & Rhodes PLC, aboard as their new Attorneys in April of 2010. A Michigan law firm
specializing in the representation of Michigan Townships, their lawyers have more than 130 combined years of experience in Township law, and
have represented more than 100 townships across the state of Michigan. This experience has allowed the Township Board to reduce the amount
spent in legal fees.

•

A 2010 Chevrolet E-4502 ambulance from Michigan First Response for $140,000 was purchased to serve as the primary ambulance for the
Township. Decision is pending on the future use of the 1997 ambulance (currently in use) and what role if any it will play in the future of Emergency
Services weather it will serve as a back-up or second unit. New life support equipment was also purchased replacing older equipment that had
become unreliable. Delivery of the new ambulance is expected in late April of this year.

•

On July 30, 2010, the Township Board purchased 8321 Old M-72 property, adjacent to Hi-Pray Park.

•

A plaque will be purchased for placement at the Lossie Trail “In memory of Mickey Galligan” for her efforts in securing the Trail for the enjoyment of
all.

•

Hunting rules for the Battle Creek and Petobego Natural Areas were modified. Only Type 1 (Portable Ground Blinds) may be used and must be
removed at the end of each day.

•

Due to the limited space at the Fire Hall, rental space was secured at 7960 E M-72 for storage of seasonal Emergency Services Vehicles and
equipment.

•

Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony established. To be held the first Tuesday each December, the first year was a great success with over 50 people
attending. A12 ft Concolor Fir was planted on 11/16/10 at Hi Pray Park. Planting & mulching of the tree was donated by Barker Creek Nursery and
Expert Handyman Services donated the lights and star.

•

Township Park Rates for 2011 will remain the same as 2010. $27.00 per night from June 30th thru September 4th. Off season rate is $22.00 per
night. Park will open on May 20th and season ends October 2nd 2011.

•

American Waste has donated the use of the recycle bins located at the Township Hall for the 2011 calendar year.

•

Meeting Dates for the 2011-2012 fiscal year have been set. The Board will hold a regular meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and a work
session on the 4th Tuesday of each month, with an exception made for November.

•

A new “used” 1997 GMC 1 ton truck was purchased for Whitewater Township Parks.

Whitewater Township Emergency
Services Auxiliary (WESA)

AGENDA SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE

Would you like to receive agenda’s for the Planning Commission, ZBA or
other Township Committees via the internet? All Board and Commission
members receive their agenda and information packets via email. Not only
Happenings:
does this save the Township hundreds of dollars in printing and postage
“Clean-up and Fill-up” – WESA will be sponsoring a fundraising breakfast each year, it allow us to provide our property owners and residents with the
at the Township Clean-Up Day, Saturday, May 7, from 8 – Noon, featuring information as well. Please forward your request to Leslie at the email
eggs, sausage, pancakes, juice and coffee for only $7.00. Get yours to go address at Zoning@whitewatertownship.org you will receive the
or eat at the school and visit with your neighbors! Funds raised will be
information about one week before the meetings.
used toward the purchase of a vehicle stabilization unit which is used for
stabilizing a rolled-over vehicle during extrication.
CENSUS
Please bring your returnables to the clean-up day. You don’t really want to
2000
2010
% Change
stand at the store and feed the bottle return machine. WE DO! All
2467
2597
6.5%
Population
donations will be used for the purchase of the Stabilization Unit.
1176
1367
16.2%
Housing Units
Brisk sales continue for reflective address signs. The distinct blue signs
help make your home easier to find in the event of an emergency when
Please note: In 2000, Census Data showed that 23.8% of our
every second counts. Contact us for additional information.
housing units were vacant while the current census shows
Look forward to Spaghetti Dinner, Bake Sale, a Family Day at the park
26%. Not to worry. In 2000, almost 22% of our housing was
and much more in the works.
seasonal. In consideration of that, the Township’s vacant
The auxiliary is looking for people who are willing to help with community
housing rate is far below the state average of 14.6%. We will
events and fund raisers like the Halloween Party, Tree Lighting Ceremony,
provide you with more information as it becomes available.
Dinners, Bake Sales, etc., especially the “behind the scenes” type help that
makes events successful. Please contact Lois MacLean
ELECTIONS
at wwtfireaux@gmail.com or 231-267-5244
An election will be held on May 3, 2011. Purpose of the election is to elect
with any questions, ideas or if you would like to help with
two school board members for the Elk Rapids Schools. The polls will be
upcoming events.
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day. To obtain an absentee ballot,
contact the Clerk, Carol Hockin at 231 267-5141 Ext. 24.
PURPOSE: To Promote Public Awareness and Provide Support to the
Fire and Ambulance Emergency Services

Code Enforcement

One question from the community survey addressed the issue of junk and blight throughout the Township. 79% of the
respondents stated that Junk/Trash should be a priority for the Township. 10% of respondents even took the time to leave
a comment regarding the need to clean up certain areas. If you or a neighbor has extra “stuff” visible to the general public, TAKE THE TIME TO UTILIZE TOWNSHIP CLEAN-UP DAYS! Please note that violation letters will not be sent out
until after the first clean-up day. Need assistance hauling your “stuff?” Call Leslie at 267-5141 and she will assist with
making arrangements.

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP
CLEAN-UP DAYS
Saturday May 7th, 2011 & Saturday August 27th, 2011
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon at Mill Creek Elementary School on Old M-72
ITEMS TO BE ACCEPTED
Wood and Construction Debris (limit of 2 cubic yards) •
Household Furniture Metals • Plastics • Car/Truck Tires
($2 charge per tire) • Water Heaters • Large Appliances •
Titled Junk Vehicles

ITEMS NOT TO BE ACCEPTED
Hazardous Waste • Household Garbage •
Brush • Leaves • Other Yard Waste
• Concrete

Volunteers are always Appreciated !
Great NEWS !!!!
Same great price as last year,
only $2.00 per tire charge.

RESIDENT ID IS REQUIRED!
PLEASE BRING HELP FOR LARGER ITEMS
Visit us on the web at www.whitewatertownship.org
Provide us with your email address and receive Township Updates!

TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION AREAS
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP PARK

PETOBEGO NATURAL AREA

Location: Whitewater Township Park is
located on Park Road east of Elk Lake
Road.

Location: The property is located in the northwest
corner of Section 17 in Whitewater Township. Access
is from Elk Lake Road heading west on Angell Road.

Size: 117 acres.

Size: 250 acres.

Facilities:
• 55 campsites with electricity
• Restroom facility with showers (handicap accessible)
• RV dumping station
• Play structure in campground
• Two lane asphalt boat ramp with parking area
• Picnic pavilion with grills
• Picnic area and small playground
• Swimming/beach area
• Vault toilets to serve beach/picnic/boat launch area, sand volleyball
court nature trails for hiking and cross country skiing
Activities: Camping, boating,
fishing, playgrounds picnicking,
pavilion rental for group events,
swimming, volleyball, hiking, cross
country skiing, nature observation.
Special Notes: This park was
acquired from the State of Michigan
by Whitewater Township in the early
1940’s, two parcels costing a dollar each. Specific deed restrictions limit
the use of this property solely for a public park. Whitewater Township Park
is self sufficient, running entirely on user fees; no Township funds have
been used for the last three years.

“HI” PRAY PARK
Location: Located on the west side of Elk Lake Road just north of Old
M72.
Size: 12 acres.
Facilities:
• One lighted ball field that is used for adult baseball or softball with
dugouts and bleachers.
• One smaller ball field that is used
for softball or youth baseball with
dugouts and bleachers.
• Two tennis courts, one of which is
lined for Pickleball.
• One basketball court.
• Building with restrooms (handicap
accessible) and small picnic
pavilion with grills.
• Small playground with climber, overhead ladder, swings and sandbox.
• Gravel parking lot of approximately 75 spaces.
Activities: Softball, baseball, tennis, pickleball, basketball and picnicking
For information on ball field and pavilion and ball field rental, contact the
Township Clerk, Carol Hockin at 231 267-5141 Ext 24.
Special Notes: The majority of this property (8 1/2 acres) was deeded to
Whitewater Township from the Elk Rapids Public Schools in 1992 to be
used for recreational purposes. The park was named after “Hi” Pray an
avid baseball player and coach.

Physical Features: There are several ecological
communities critical to the preservation of the natural,
scenic and recreational resources of Tobeco Creek
watershed within the area. There is approximately 7,500 feet of Tobeco Creek
frontage, riparian wetlands, and uplands on both banks of Tobeco Creek.
There is a wide diversity of wetland types which include emergent marsh,
cedar swamp and northern shrub thicket which host a variety of important
wetland dependent plant and animal species.
Facilities: None
Activities: Small game hunting, deer hunting, migratory bird hunting, fishing,
canoeing, kayaking, wildlife observation, cross country skiing, snow shoeing.
Special Notes: Whitewater Township acquired this property with money
secured in a grant from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and
money raised through the coordinated efforts of the Grand Traverse Regional
Land Conservancy and Whitewater Township. The management plan for this
property is in the process of being implemented.

LOSSIE ROAD NATURE TRAIL
Location: Lossie Road Nature Trail begins
at Cook Road a short distance south of the
southwest corner of Elk Lake and continues
east and a little south to Skegemog Point
Road.
Facilities: Trail
Activities: Hiking, mountain biking, nature viewing, cross country skiing.
Special Notes: Lossie Road Nature Trail was the right-of-way for Lossie
Road between Cook Road and Skegemog Point Road. It was relinquished to
Whitewater Township by the Grand Traverse County Road Commission on
August 5th, 1992.

BATTLE CREEK NATURAL AREA
Location: The Battle Creek Natural Area is
located at the south end of Elk Lake off
Skegemog Point Road.
Size: 255 acres.
Facilities: None
Activities: Exceptional habitat and wildlife viewing opportunities are found
throughout the Natural Area. The majority of the property is designated as an
important deer wintering yard. Huebner Pond and Dam is located in the
southeast portion of the property on a tributary of Battle Creek and provide
scenic viewing.
Special Notes: Whitewater Township was approved for a Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund Grant in December of 2003 to purchase the Battle
Creek Natural Area. The application originally totaled 500 acres owned by
three separate property owners. The Grand Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy assisted in negotiation with the landowners and temporarily
secured the properties while financing was arranged by Whitewater Township.
Agreement was reached with two of the three landowners on a total of 255.12
acres. The Township acquired the properties on March 28th 2007.

Whitewater Township Park and Reservations Fees
Whitewater Campground Park is open from May 20th - October 2nd 2011. Opening weekend will be free, the only requirement is you must cleanup
your site. Not a bad deal for a free weekend of camping. Daily rates are $27.00 per night from June 30th - September 4th. Off season rates are $22.00
per night, $5.00 reservation fee. All sites have electricity. Bath house is cleaned several times a day. Our Ranger Station sells ice and firewood that
can be delivered to your site.
Boat Launching Fees for 2011 season are $5.00 daily or a seasonal pass can be purchased for $20.00 resident and $40.00 non-resident. ID is
required when purchasing an annual pass.
Pavilion Reservations: Great for Reunions, Birthdays, Weddings & Receptions. Unbelievable beautiful view of Elk Lake will add that something special
to every event.
Whitewater Township Park - $100.00, call the Clerk @ 231-267-5141 Ext. 24 until May 20th 2011, then call the Township Park office @ 231-267-5091.
“Hi” Pray Park - $75.00, contact the Clerk @ 231-267-5141 Ext. 24

State Parks located in or near Whitewater Township
Sites available on a first come, first serve basis. No Permit required. No
reservations. 36 rustic sites, ($15.00 per night) for tent and small trailers. No
showers, vault toilets and potable water from well hand pump are available.
There is a boat launch suitable for motorized smaller boats. Lake is suitable for
swimming, canoeing, rowboats, kayaking and fishing. Located adjacent to
Sand Lakes Quiet Area in Kalkaska County.

Guernsey Lake State
Forest Campground

SAND LAKES QUIET AREA

Location: Broomhead Road south of E M-72
Size: 2,800 acres
Activities: This serene site is part of the Pere Marquette State Forest. Motorized vehicles
are prohibited, making this area a great place to watch wildlife, hike, bike, or cross country
ski. Several of the lakes are more than 40 feet deep and several of the lakes have been
stocked with test populations of hybrid trout; Lake #1 has rainbow trout, Lake #2 has brook
trout. Water clarity is high making it ideal for snorkeling. An extensive trail system allows
visitors to explore the lakes and surrounding area on foot, skis, bike, or horse. The Cross
Michigan Shore to Shore Riding and Hiking Trail (Lake Huron to Lake Michigan) skirts
along the south end of the Quiet Area but is not on the hiking trails. Camping is permitted
with a DNR permit.

State Park Recreation Passport
As of October 2010, the $10 Recreation Passport replaces the state park sticker for access into all state parks,
recreation areas and boat launches (in the State Parks only). To get the Recreation Passport, Michigan
residents can check "YES" on their license plate renewal forms. The Recreation Passport also helps preserve
forest campgrounds and trails, historic and cultural sites in state parks, and local parks. Get your Recreation
Passport.. It's only $10… a good deal for you means a GREAT deal to future generations.
Visit www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport

DON’T LIGHT THAT FIRE WITHOUT A PERMIT
State law requires a burning permit for any open burning done
whenever the ground is not snow covered. Call the DNR at
866-922-2876 or go online at www.Michigan.gov/burnpermit
to obtain a burning permit and to learn about local burning
regulations.

