
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING, 
February 20, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

Whitewater Township Hall 
5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, MI  49690 

Phone 231-267-5141/Fax 231-267-9020 

1. Roll Call of Committee Members
2. Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda
3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest

4. Public Comment:   Any person shall be permitted to address a meeting of the committee.  Public
comments shall be carried out in accordance with the following rules and procedures:

a. Comments shall be directed to the Committee, with questions directed to the Chair.
b. Any person wishing to address the Committee shall speak from the lectern and state his/her

name and address.
c. Persons may address the commission on matters that are relevant to township Parks and

recreation issues.
d. No person shall be allowed to speak more than once on the same matter, excluding the time

needed to answer Committee members’ questions.
e. Public comment shall be limited to 3 minutes.

5. Approval of minutes of January 23, 2023
6. Correspondence
7. Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments

8. Unfinished Business:
a. Lossie Trail Wetland/bridge improvement update
b. Grand Traverse ARPA update
c. BCNA Trail loop design review
d. Whitewater Township Park playground toddler equipment update
e. 2024 Budget

9. New Business:
a. Bylaws

10. Next Meeting March 19, 2024
11. Public Comment
12. Adjournment

Whitewater Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with 
disabilities who are planning to attend, please contact the township supervisor at 231-267-5141. 
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DRAFT 

Whitewater Township 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Minutes for Regular Meeting 

January 23, 2024 

Call to order 7:00 p.m. 

Roll Call:    Melton, Cosgrove, Hubbell, Voice, Buczkowski, Fran Butler 

                 Absent:    

Also present:  Recording Secretary MacLean, Parks Manager Andrew Butler 

Set / Approve Agenda:   Add Ballfield signage procedure 

Declaration of Conflict of Interest:   None 

Public Comment:   

Denise Peltonen 

Lois MacLean 

Approval of minutes:   

MOTION by Melton, second by Voice to approve December 19, 2023, meeting minutes.   

On voice vote, all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments/Correspondence:   

Email correspondence: 

DNR Grant Webinar notification February 7.  It would be great if the PRAC could get someone to write grants.  

Denise Peltonen communication – part of New Business 
 

Unfinished Business:   

1.   Lossie Road Nature Trail (LRNT) wetland/bridge update.  Melton did get an email from the Gosling Czubak engineer.  

Their first step will be the access.  It will need to be reviewed through legal.  They will review the information but it 

would still need to be reviewed by the Township legal team.  Can the documents be sent directly to legal from the 

Clerk’s office?  What rights do we have?  Is it truly, or deemed as non-motorized access?   Is the trail where it is 

supposed to be?  The Gosling work is to address the wet area and the bridge.  It can be evaluated from an engineering 

perspective regarding the bridge.   

The management plan indicates it is a non-motorized trail.  The Township Board has to assess and determine the 

motorized / non-motorized status of the trail. 

PRAC can request the Township Board investigate and/or request the Township Board move it forward to legal for 

interpretation.    

The Clerk has the full binder of the BCNA / LRNT that can be reviewed.   Melton will request the documents. 

There was a survey done of LRNT about 10 years ago.  The survey marked the center line then PRAC and board members 

marked the 66’ width. 

Run it up to the Board first. 

Action item:  Gather all of the information and then send it to the Board.   

There is an ongoing question of the property, walking trail vs. vehicle use property. 

Mr. Oosterhouse spoke at the January township board regarding his property and his access rights. 
 

2.  Grand Traverse ARPA agreement update:  Melton did get a copy of the township signed agreement.  Melton created 

a timeline.  Will need to review the timeline and detail dates.    The final, actual end date is December 2026. 
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3.  BCNA trail design, the loop trail design review:  Buczkowski created and shared a Google Earth map with multiple 

options.  It was also sent to Steve Lagerquist of the GT Regional Land Conservancy (GTRLC).  Steve has indicated there 

may be some opportunity for funding. 

Buczkowski has marked the trail with yellow flags.   

Melton will gather information from the county regarding the road easement and reach out to the property owner.  

Discussion of the current trail and the options laid out.  A boardwalk may be optimal for the low area.  Will need to 

review how wet it is in the spring. 

Discussion of getting additional Lagerquist input with Buczkowski in the spring.  

The trail to the lake and viewing platform discussed briefly.    

4.  WWT park playground toddler equipment addition update:  Engineering services PO has been issued to Gosling 

Czubak for their review in the spring.   

5.  2023 Accomplishments and 2024 Goals – completed last month. 

 

New Business:   

1.  Meeting Resolution for 2024/2025 fiscal year.   

MOTION by Cosgrove second by Melton to adopt Resolution PRAC 24-01, Meeting Dates for the 2024/2025 fiscal year. 

Roll call vote:  Melton-yes; Cosgrove-yes; Hubbell-yes; Voice-yes; Butler-yes.  Motion carried. 

2.  Election of Officers 

MOTION by Cosgrove, second by Hubbell to keep the officers the same for the 2024/2025 fiscal year.   

Roll call vote:  Cosgrove-yes; Hubbell-yes; Voice-yes; Butler-yes; Melton-yes.  Motion carried. 

 

3.  2024/2025 Projects and Budget:  Andrew Butler notes that there are budget items for maintenance and basic update.  

Melton has gotten information for mowing at the trails.  Would like to budget for the flower beds at Hi Pray and poss ibly 

at the township hall.   

The board is investigating purchasing the equipment to bring township lawn mowing and maintenance in-house. 

Maintenance around the ball field fence needs to be addressed.  Need to budget to get the big stuff cut and ground. 

Bleachers need to be addressed.  Request a budget for the bleachers, possibly metal cap the wood.  Cosgrove will check 

the pricing of metal caps.  Sand and paint the metal frames of the bleachers. 

Campground playground equipment.  Brandon will get an updated quote including freight and installation.   

Budget monies for Lagerquist and SEEDS work.  Buczkowski will get an update for a high-level budget.  Local ARPA 

funding was originally approved for that project. 

Nail down the list next month for the board budget work.   

4.  Discussion of Peltonen correspondence.   

Cosgrove apologizes for speaking out in frustration at the November meeting.  The whole PRAC spoke out in frustration.  

There was no intent to move any formal accusation forward to the Board regarding the liaison.   

A question that could be asked is “Why is the PRAC frustrated?” 

Discussion of the timing of the County ARPA contract. 

What are the duties of the Board Representative to the PRAC?  Is it addressed in the PRAC bylaws?  What is the board’s 

interpretation of the Board Rep duties? 

Communication would go a long way to working together and getting thing accomplished. 

Consensus to continue to do the minutes in the detail format.   
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5.  Added item:  Ballfield signage procedures:   

Amber Voice, baseball field banners, speaking as a baseball/softball representative.  She has been doing this for years.  

Supervisor Popp has indicated that he cannot get it on the February agenda.  

Vollmuth (from the audience asked, “What was the process in the past?”  Recommends Voice submit the completed 

request, including the motion, etc.   

Is the baseball field banners something that the parks manager has the authority over or in his purview?   

Is it something that PRAC can approve?  Not as an advisory committee.   

Get all of the documents together with the motion for the February board packet. 

  

Committee Comment and Discussion:   None 

Next regular meeting:   Tuesday, February 20, 2024.     

Public Comment:    

Heidi Vollmuth 

Denise Peltonen 
 

Adjournment at 9:09 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,   

Lois MacLean 

 Recording Secretary   
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Battle Creek Path Cost 2024

New South Loop Distance 

Red New South loop -A-1 953 3,862

Red New South Loop-A-2 606 2,182

Boardwalk across wet area  110 27,500          

Floodway and wetland delineation 3,300

Boardwalk Engineering  and bidding 3,000

Red New South loop -A-3 636 2,862

Red New South loop -A-4 975 4,387

Red New South loop -A-5 307 1,381

Back to Skegemog Road quick path 100 550

GTRLC Design & Supervision 4,000
Contingency .15 7,953

60,977          

Skegegmog ROW Return Connection 

Path back to Skegemog Rd.

Alt-S1 Path on Slope Skegemog Road 

Alt-S2 Path in GTCRC Skegemog Rd. ROW

Alt-S3 Path back to parking area 

As Built topo Survey  

Engineering and bidding
Contingency .15

Return back across private easement 

Plum Path back to Skegemog Rd. &  private property easement 1,584

As Built Plat Survey and Topo 

Legal to develop and execute easement  

GTRLC Design & Supervision in above
Contingency .15

Re- Route Existing Path 

Yellow Re- Route Existing West end Trail 3,171

GTRLC Design & Supervision in above
Contingency .1.5

New path to Elk Lake 

Tan Re- Route path north to Elk Lake New Boardwalk 333

New Board Walk to Elk Lake 790

Wetland delineation trail to Elk Lake  

Boardwalk Engineering  and bidding 

GTRLC Design & Supervision in above
Contingency .2
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Consulting $ 

New South Loop 

115,887

3,400

8,600
19,183

147,070                  Skegegmog ROW Return Connection 

7,128

5,200

7,000

2,899

22,227 Return back across private easement 

12,292

1,843

14,135 Re- Route Existing Path 

1,293

209,350              

1,500

17,000

34,371

263514 New path to Elk Lake 
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New path to Elk Lake 
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SKEGEMOG ROAD R.O.W. PATH CONSTRUCTIONJanuary 30, 2024 WHITE WATER TOWNSHIP  BATTLE CREEK NATURAL AREA 01A 

PLAN Skegemog Road Trail loop OPTION A

wall section a -a 1

wall section b -b 1

wall section c -c 1

Private Property Line 

Private Property  

Private Property Line Private Property Line 

Existing Drive

Proposed 5 ft. Gravel Path 

Versa Lok Wall 

Highway R.O.W. Line

Proposed Alternate Path 

Battle Creek Natural Area  

Battle Creek Natural Area  

33' R.O.W.

C1 
1 

C 
1 

.

 B11  B 1 

  A11 A1 

SK
E

G
E

M
O

G
 R

O
A

D

230.0 FT.
150.0 FT.

30
.0 

FT
.

Proposed New Path 

Existing Path 

Existing Parking Area

Centerline Skegemog Road

Centerline Skegemog Road

Existing Slope

6" Min. A-25 Compacted Stone Path 

Typ. 6" Versa Lok Retaining Wall unit

typ. 4" Versa Lok Cap Glued to base unit

Granular Backfill

6" Min. Compacted A-25 Stone Base

Existing Swale

33'-0"

Granular Backfill

6" Min. Compacted A-25 Stone Base

6" Min. A-25 Compacted Stone Path
Typ. 6" Vera Lok Retaining wall unit

typ. 4" Cap Unit glued to base unit

Existing Slope

Swale

33'-0"

6" Min. Compacted Stone Path

Typ. 6" Versa Lok Base Retaining Wall Unit

4' Min. Geogrid Tie Back 

Typ. 4" Cap unit glued to base unit

Granular Backfill

6" Min. Compacted A-25 Stone Base

Backfill with Topsoil

Backfill with Topsoil

Backfill with Topsoil

NO SCALE 

NO SCALE 

NO SCALE

SCALE    1" = 30.0 

notes 
eSTIMATED QUANTITIES 

SECTION A CUT 115.5 CU YRDS.
SECTION A A-25 28.1  CU YRDS
SECTION A GLANULAR BACK 12.0  CU YRDS.
SECTION B CUT 72.7  CU YRDS
SECTION B A-25 STONE 18.4  CU YRDS.
SECTION B GRANULAR BACK 7.83  CU YRDS
SECTION C CUT 19.0 CU YRDS
SECTION C A-25 STONE 3.67  CU YRDS.
SECTION C GRANULAR BACK 2.16  CU YRDS.

35 FT GEO-GRID FABRIC

1. Contractor to remove all excess cut material
 from site and dispose of it properly.
2.Contractor to backfill and restore 
all disturbed areas with seed and blanket. 

VIEW LOOKING NORTH

N 
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BATTLE CREEK NATURAL AREAFebruary 13, 2024 WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP 0101 

ENLARGED SOUTH LOOP PATH PLAN

BATTLE CREEK NATURAL AREA 
   SOUTH LOOP PLAN

SKEGEMOG RD. CONNECTOR PATH CONCEPT R.O.W. PATH SECTION CONCEPT

BATTLE CREEK
NATURAL AREA 

S
K
EG

EM
O

G
 P

O
IN

T 
R
O

A
D

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY ELK LAKE 

BATTLE CREEK

S
K
EG

EM
O

G
 P

O
IN

T 
R
O

A
D

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PROPOSED NEW PATH A-1 953 Lin. feet

PROPOSED RAISED BOARDWALK
110 Lin. feet

START OF EXISTING PATH 

PROPOSED PATH LOOP Alt-S1
150 Lin. Feet 

PROPOSED PATH LOOP B
ACCROSS PRIVATE PROPERTY
 

PROPOSED PATH LOOP Alt-S3
130 Lin. Feet

PROPOSED PATH LOOP Alt-S2
IN COUNTY ROAD R.O.W.
230 Lin. Feet 

EXISTING VEHICLE PARKING AREA

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

REQUIRES SIGNIFICANT GRADE
CHANGE IN THIS AREA.

WET

WET

WET

WET
WET WET

WET

WETWET

Approximate property line location

Approximate property line location

Approximate property line location

33' R.O.W.

1'

5' Existing Swale Skegemog Road

Concrete block 
retaining wall

Proposed gravel path

Existing Slope

..

SCALE 1" = 500 FT

SCALE 1" =60 FEET

SCALE 1" = 200 FEET

N 

N 

PROPOSED PATH LOOP OPTION A
REQUIRES EASEMENT FROM GRAND 
TRAVERSE COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION. 

PROPOSED PATH LOOP OPTION B
REQUIRES EASEMENT ON PRIVATE 
PROPERTY.

MOUND 

STEEP GRADE

BATTLE CREEK NATURAL AREA PATH LOOP CONCEPT

EXISTING POND

EXISTING PATH 6,147 RE-ROUTE PATH 6,342 EXISTING PATH 3,171

PROPOSED A-1,A-2 1,559 EXISTING PATH 590 EXISTING PATH 590

PROPOSED A-3,A-4,A-5 1,918 PROPOSED A-1,A-2 110 PROPOSED A-1,A-2,A-3,A-4, 1252

PROPOSED A-3,A-4,A-5 1,150 PROPOSED B 1584

BOARDWALK 110 BOARDWALK 110 BOARDWALK 110

DISTANCE IN FEET 9,734 DISTANCE IN FEET 10,519 DISTANCE IN FEET 6,707

DISTANCE IN MILES 1.84 DISTANCE IN MILES 1.99 DISTANCE IN MILES 1.27

PROPOSED PATH DISTANCES

SEE SECTION BELOW

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

New Boardwalk to Lake 790 Lin. ft.

NEW PATH 

Proposed path to Skegegmog Road
100 Lin. Ft.

Existing Path

Existing Path

Dense Autumn Olive

Existing Drive 

Existing Path

PROPOSED NEW PATH A-2 606 Lin. feet

PROPOSED NEW PATH A-4 975 Lin. feet

PROPOSED NEW PATH A-5 307 Lin. feet

END OF EXISTING PATH

PROPOSED NEW PATH A-3 636 Lin.feet

Re-routed Path

Existing Path

Existing Path

Existing Path

Re-Routed Path

Re-Routed Path 3,171 Lin.Feet
New Boardwalk to Lake 

New South LOOP PATH

Existing Pond

Dense Autumn Olive

Dense Autumn Olive

PROPOSED NEW PATH B 1584 Lin. feet

EXISTING PATH W/ LOOP RE-ROUTE EXISTING W/ LOOP RE-ROUTE W/ SKEGEMOG RD. RETURN
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MEMO 
TO:  
FROM: 
DATE: 
 

RE: Battle Creek Natural Area Path upgrade Project 2024 
 
BACKGROUND In the most recent White Water Township Master Plan resident survey residents 
place a high priority rating on walking paths and trails.  In response to that need, the Parks and 
recreation advisory committee is looking at ways to improve the quality and accessibility to 
trails and or paths in the community.  One such site the committee is looking at is Battle Creek 
Natural which is located east of Skegemog Point Road.  Currently the site has a path which runs 
from the existing parking area of Skegemog Point Road west and then south around a man-
made pond on the southern side of the site. This path with a total length of 7/10 of a mile is 
covered with turf grass and varies in width from five to twelve feet and ends in an open field.  A 
secondary path comes from the previously described path at about the quarter mile mark and 
runs northwest 350+/- feet.  This path is also covered in turf grass and dead ends at the edge of 
a wetland area. 
From a user perspective, it is not desirable to hike out to the end of a path and turn around and 
follow the same course back to the starting point.  Whenever possible, loop paths should be 
considered.  The only exception to this rule is when the path ends at a point of unique interest 
such as a lake or overlook.   
 
The existing paths in Battle Creek Natural area are most likely remnants of access ways or 
drives created by previous landowners.  Their width and alignment do not allow for emersion 
into the natural areas of the site.  Furthermore, the ongoing maintenance cost of the turfgrass 
does not add value to the hiking or walking experience.      
 
 
IMPLICATIONS Realizing the current path configuration at Battle Creek Natural Area has its 
short comings the Park and Recreation Advisory Committee has come up with the following 
path improvement options and are depicted on the attached site plan drawing:   
  
 
Option 1   Extend the existing path south of the pond back east to Skegemog Point Road  
(A-1, A-2) and then north along the west side of the road. Getting back to Skegemog Road 
would require crossing a drainage swale and most likely require a bridge or boardwalk 
structure. Once on the north side of the drainage swale, a path would be constructed back west 
(A-3, A-4, A-5) to a point where it intersects the existing path north of the existing pond. These 
path improvements would result in what is called a lollipop configuration which is more 
desirable than a dead-end path.     
 
 
     Possible Cost Implications of this Option 1                                $61,000    
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Option 2    Re alignment of the existing path network into a more natural setting.    
 
Possible Cost Implications of existing path re-alignment items = $14,135    
 
 
Option 3   Establish a new path off proposed south loop option 1 ($61,000) back east to 
Skegemog Road Right of Way.  Construct a path in the existing steep slope north to the private 
residence property and then into the Grand County Road Commissions ROW back to the path 
starting point in the existing parking area.  This option would require an easement agreement 
with Grant Traverse County Road Commission.      
 
Possible Cost Implications of Option 3: 
                               Option 1 new loop                                                  $61,000 
                               New easterly path back to Skegemog ROW            $5,899 
                   New path paralleling Skegemog Rd. on slope.     $147,000 
                                                                                                                     $213,899 
 
 
Option 4   Establish a new path off proposed south loop option 1 ($61,000) back east to 
Skegemog Road Right of Way and then north paralleling Skegemog Road and then across and 
easement on the private residence property.  This option would require an easement 
agreement with the private property owner east of Skegemog Road.      
 
Possible Cost Implications of Option 4: 
                               Option 1 new loop                                                  $61,000 
                               New easterly path back to Skegemog ROW              
                   and across the private residence property.            $22,227 
                                                                                                                       $83,227 
 
                                                                    
 
Option 5 Re-route the path heading northwest to Elk Lake.  Construct a boardwalk over and 
through the wetland area to the beach on the southside of Elk Lake.                
 

Possible Cost Implications of Option 5:                                                 $263,514 
 
     
          
  

  
RECOMMENDATIONS  
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Battle Creek Path Cost 1-2024 Path $  Board W $

A-1 Re- Route Existing West end Trail 1,243

A-2 Re- Route Existing West end Trail 1831 0.347

A-3 Re- Route South of pond  trail Trail 1,087

A-4 New trail  connector  111

A New South loop -West to East Trail  1,017 0.215 0

Board walk across wet area  110 265

B New South loop East to West return trail 1,412 0.262 0

C Back to Skegomog Road quick path 716

Alt-S1 Path on Slope Skegegmog Road 225

Alt-S2 Path in GTCRC Skegemog Rd. ROW 230

Alt -S3 Path in easement on private land 365
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Retaining wall
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0
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0

29150

0

0

0

0

0
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Path Improvement Concepts January 2024January 31, 2024 White Water Toeownship Battle Creek Natural Area 

A
U

TH
O

R
 N

A
M

E

01A 

B  1,412 lin. ft.

110 lin. ft. Boardwalk

A  1,017 lin. ft.

C  640 Lin. ft.

~ 198.85'
Alt-S3 365 Lin.Ft.

Alt-S2 in ROW 230 lin. ft 

Alt-S1 150 Lin. Ft.

A-1  1,243 lin. ft.

A-3 1,087 Lin .ft.

Autumn Olive Dense

Autumn Olive Dense

~ 149.50'

A-2  2,005 Lin. ft.

A-4 111 Lin. ft.

End Existing Path

C  75.22' Lin. ft.

1" = 100 ft

17



Whitewater Township Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Bylaws 

 

The following rules of procedure are hereby adopted for the Whitewater Township Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee to facilitate the performance of its duties as outlined by the 
Whitewater Township Board of Trustees and General Ordinance No. 48. 

 
SECTION 1:  Membership 

A. Membership Size  The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall consist of five (5) 
members and may have two (2) alternate members. 

B. Membership Terms of Office  Members are appointed by the Whitewater Township 
Board of Trustees for staggered three year terms and expire on December 31.  Members 
are expected to serve until their term expires and a successor has been appointed as 
provided above. 

C. Membership Departure   Members who are unable or unwilling to serve the entire 
terms for which they were appointed or who do not wish to be considered for 
reappointment shall provide sixty (60) days advance written notice of that fact to the 
Whitewater Township Board of Trustees so that a successor may be appointed and 
approved in a timely manner that does not require the Committee to function with less 
than the five (5) members provided. 

D. Membership Qualification   All members shall be either qualified electors of the 
Township of Whitewater or a property owner within the Township. 

E. Liaisons  The Township Parks and Recreation Administrator (including agents or 
consultants) shall have the ability to participate in discussions of the Committee during 
their meetings. 

Section 2:  Officers 

A. Selection and Tenure  At the first regular meeting each January, the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee shall select a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and 
Secretary.  A recording secretary will be provided by the Township Board of Trustees.  All 
officers shall serve a term of one year, and shall be eligible for re-election for consecutive 
terms for the same office.  The newly elected officers shall assume their responsibilities 
at the next regular meeting.  If due to unforeseen circumstances, the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee is unable to elect officers at the January meeting, those 
officers whose terms as officers have expired and who remain as active members of the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee shall continue their services as officers until 
elections are held. 
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B. Chairperson   The chairperson shall prepare the agenda for the meetings with assistance 
from the Park and Recreation Administrator and shall preside at all meetings and 
perform such other duties as may be ordered by the Township Board of Trustees. 

C. Vice Chairperson  The Vice Chairperson shall act in the capacity of the chairperson in 
his/her absence. 

D. Secretary  The Secretary shall be responsible for secretarial duties, including signing 
official committee documents. 

E. Recording Secretary  The Recording Secretary will be appointed by the Township Board 
to record the discussions, recommendations and actions taken by the Committee. The 
Park and Recreation Administrator may be appointed to this position by the Township 
Board of Trustees. 
 

SECTION 3:  Meetings 
 
The business of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee shall be conducted at a public 
meeting held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. 
 

A. Regular Meetings   Meetings of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee shall be 
held on the third Tuesday of each month.  All meetings shall take place at Whitewater 
Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690 at 7:00 P.M.  When a regular 
meeting falls on a legal holiday or upon a day resulting in a conflict, the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee shall, if possible, select a suitable alternate meeting date 
in the same month as the originally scheduled meeting.  If a meeting is to be held at a 
location other than the Township Hall, notice shall be posted at the Township Hall and on 
the Township website. 
 
Notice of regular Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee meetings shall be posted at 
the Township Hall each year in accordance with the Open Meetings Act and on the 
Township website. 
 

B. Special Meetings   Special meetings may be called by the Chairperson or upon written 
request to the Parks and Recreation Administrator by at least two members of the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Committee.  Notice of special meetings shall be given to the 
members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting.  Such notice shall state the purpose, time and location of the special meeting 
and shall be posted at the Township Hall and on the Township website in accordance 
with the Open Meetings Act. 

C. Agenda  The chairperson shall be responsible for preparing a tentative agenda, with the 
assistance of the Park & Recreation Administrator, for Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee meetings.  The agenda may be modified by quorum of the Committee.  In the 
instance of a special meeting, the agenda may be modified only with all members 
present at the meeting and in agreement. 

D. Quorum  Three (3) members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee shall 
constitute a quorum for transacting business. 
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E. Voting  Actions or motions placed before the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
may be adopted by a majority vote of the members present and voting, as long as a 
quorum is present.  Voting shall be by voice vote; a roll call vote shall be required if 
requested by any Committee member or directed by the Chairperson.  Except in the case 
of conflict of interest, all Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee members, including 
the Chairperson shall vote on all matters. 

F. Public Records  All meetings, minutes, records, documents, correspondence and other 
materials of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee shall be open to public 
inspection in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, except as may otherwise 
be provided by law. 

G. Parliamentary Procedure  Parliamentary procedure in Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee meetings shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order.  

SECTION 4:  Duties of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee shall perform the following duties: 

A.  Prepare, review and update a Recreation Plan as a guide for development of recreation 
areas within the Township’s jurisdiction. 

B. Prepare an annual report to the Township Board of Trustees of the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee’s operations and the status of planning activities, including 
recommendations regarding actions by the Township Board related to parks and 
recreation. 

C. Perform other duties and responsibilities or respond as requested by any Township 
Board or Commission. 

SECTION 5:  Absences and Removals 

A.  To be excused, members of the Committee shall notify the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee Chairperson or the Parks and Recreation Administrator when they 
intend to be absent from a meeting.  Failure to make this notification prior to the 
meeting shall result in an unexcused absence. 

B. Members may be removed by the Township Board of Trustees for misfeasance, 
malfeasance or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing. 

SECTION 6:  Conflict of Interest 

During the Declaration of Conflict of Interest portion of the agenda, Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee member (s) shall disclose the potential conflict of interest to the 
Committee.  Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest as required by these 
bylaws constitutes malfeasance in office. 

In the event that a conflict is declared, the member shall remove themselves from the meeting 
table until the agenda item is concluded. 
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SECTION 7:  Compensation 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Members and the Recording Secretary will receive 
compensation on a per meeting basis as determined by the Township of Whitewater Board of 
Trustees.  Advisory Committee Members may receive reimbursement for travel and expenses 
with recommendation by the Advisory Committee and approval by the Township Board of 
Trustees. 

SECTION 8:  Order of Business 

The order of business shall be as follows: 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call of Advisory Committee Members 
3. Set/Adjust Meeting Agenda 
4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
5. Public Comment 
6. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting (s) 
7. Correspondence 
8. Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments 
9. Unfinished Business 
10. New Business 
11. Public Comment 
12. Adjournment 

SECTION 10:  Amendments 

These bylaws may be amended at any time following a recommendation of the majority of the 
membership of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and subsequent adoption by the 
Whitewater Township Board of Trustees. 

 

Adopted by the Whitewater Township Board of Trustees at their regular meeting held on 
January 10, 2023.     

 

 

21



4097 
..'A.yyrovea 05/09/2023 - C(j 

The secmity contact paragraph will be removed from this document but was submitted with the 
verification letter. 

Tlte motion and second were rescinded. 

Motion by Popp to put tltis 011 tlte May agenda; second by Gle1111. 

Roll call vote: Popp, yes; Goss, yes; Vollmutlt, absent; Benak, absent; Glenn, y es. Motion 
carried. 

After discussion, Goss notified board members present that she will give Popp the Spectrum 
login and password today and will not be responsible fo r setting up any further e-mail accounts. 

CONSIDER APPROVING BYLAWS 
Motion by Popp requesting tlte Wltitewater Township Board of Trustees to annually review, 
return for amendment or approve audfile bylaws from tlte Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Planning Commission, and tlte Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee along with any 
future entity created at tlte discretion oftlte Wltitewater Towns/zip Board of Trustees tltat uses 
bylaws; second by Glenn. 

It was noted the planning commission' s annual report is not in the packet. 

Roll call vote: Glenn, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, absent; Goss, no; Vollmutlz, absent. Motion 
carried. 

There was further discussion, including comments from planning commission members Rod 
Rebant and Rachel Steelman. 

Tlte above motion and vote were rescinded. 

Motion by Popp requesting tlte Wltitewater Township Board of Trustees to annually review 
and file bylaws from tlte Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission, and tlte Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee, along witlt any future entity created at tlte direction of tlte 
Wltitewater Towns/zip Board of Trustees tltat uses bylaws; second by Glenn. 

Roll call vote: Glenn, yes; Popp, yes; Benak, absent; Goss, yes; Vollmutlt, absent. Motion 
carried. 

REQUEST TO APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION BYLAWS 
Popp will place the new bylaws in next month' s Receive and File. 

ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT 
Motion by Goss to request two additional days per montlt of Certified Zoning Services' time in 
tlte 2023/2024 agreement to begin au ordi11a11ce enforcement program; second by Popp. 

Goss witltdrew tlte motion due to Popp 's i11dicatio11 t/zat Hall does not It ave available time. 

Whitewater Township Board - Minutes of04/ J 1/2023 

22

Clerk
Highlight

Clerk
Highlight


	00 Agenda 022024
	01 PRAC Minutes 012324 DRAFT
	02a Battle Creek path costs 1-24-2024
	02b WWT_BC_Survey _Proposal_1-24
	02c WWT_BC_Greener_Path_proposal_1-24
	02d WWT Battle Creek Wall Details 1-30-2024
	02e WWT Battle Creek New Path 2-13-24
	02f WWT BC PATH COSTS MEMO 2-13-24
	03a Battle Creek path costs 012424
	03b WWT BC Path concepts for Steve L 1-31-2024
	04a Bylaws reviewed Jan2023
	04b TB motion re bylaws



