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The Whitewater Township Board of Review will 

meet on Tuesday, December 11th at 4:30 pm for 

the purpose of correcting clerical errors or mutual 

mistake of fact. They will not be hearing valuation 

appeals at this meeting.  If there is a clerical error on your tax 

bill, please contact Dawn Kuhns, Assessor at  231-409-1827. 

 The deadline for qualifying for the Principal Residence             

Exemption is June 1st each year.  

 Veteran exemptions are granted by the Board of Review 

each year for 100% totally and permanently disabled                

veterans or veterans who are determined unemployable by 

the Veterans Administration.   Applications for the 2019 tax 

year may be turned in starting January 1, 2019. 

Please contact Township Assessor 

Dawn Kuhns at  231-409-1827              

with any questions. 

Board of Review (BOR)     

DECEMBER 

12/05   Planning Commission 
12/10   Park & Rec. Advisory 
12/11   Township Board       
12/11   Dec. Board of Review 
12/12   Historical Society     
12/25   Christmas                                      
12/27   ZBA 

 JANUARY 

1/01   New Year’s Day                                              
1/02   Planning Commission  
1/08   Township Board            
1/09   Historical Society          
1/14   Park & Rec. Advisory    
1/22    Township Board                  
1/24    ZBA                                       

  FEBRURARY 

CALENDAR  

2/06   Planning Commission   
2/11   Park & Rec. Advisory   
2/12   Township Board            
2/13   Historical Society          
2/14   Valentines                    
2/26   Township Brd                          
2/28   ZBA                                       



As another winter season approaches, I wanted to remind residents 
that most home fires occur during winter months.  Heating  equipment 
is involved in 1 out of every 7 reported home fires and 1 in every 5        
residential fire deaths.   
 

In addition to the below simple winter fire safety tips, I would like               
everyone to have a safe holiday   season by observing manufacturer           
recommendations for holiday light strands, water your Christmas tree, 
and burn candles responsibly.                                          
 

 Install and test regularly smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. 
 Replace smoke detectors after 10 years & carbon monoxide    

detectors after 7 years. 
 Keep generators outside away from windows and doors. 
 Clean and inspect chimneys. 
 Dispose of fireplace ashes properly that includes a metal           

container and stored at least 10 feet away from your home or 
nearby buildings. 

 Keep flammable items at least 3 feet away from any heating 
source. 

 Do not use extension cords with space heaters. 
 

Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns and enjoy 
the Holidays! 
 
 
 

Fire Chief   -   Brandon Flynn                                                     
firechief@whitewatertownship.org 

PREPARING FOR COLDER MONTHS 

What is The Step Forward Program? 
All it takes is a big unexpected expense or a few months of unemployment, and you’re behind on your  mortgage 
or tax payments. Before you know it, you’re facing  foreclosure. But you don’t have to let your home get away 
from you.  
 

The Step Forward Michigan program can help you catch up.  The Step Forward Michigan Program, also known as 
Michigan’s Hardest Hit Fund loan program was established by the Michigan Homeowner Assistance and is a federally funded loan 
program to help Michigan homeowners stay in their homes.   
 

The program provides interest-free loans of up to $30,000 to assist with mortgage, property taxes, and/or condominium  association 
fees.  These loans are forgivable at 20% each year, as long as the property remains the homeowner’s primary residence.  This 
means that if a homeowner remains in their home for 5 years or more after the loan is granted, they do not have to repay the 
loan.  Find out if you qualify, go to www.stepforwardmichigan.org or call 866-946-7432.  After determining if you qualify for          
assistance, Step Forward Michigan program staff will work directly with you to evaluate your loan application. 
 

 
 
A qualifying involuntary hardship is an unexpected event beyond your control that caused the delinquency or has impacted your 
ability to maintain payments.  The date of the hardship event that caused a delinquency must be prior to the onset of the                    
delinquency.   Below is a list of allowable hardships: 
 Medical event  
 Job loss or underemployment 
 Death 
 Divorce 
 One-time critical out-of-pocket expense, such as household repairs 
 You have the income necessary to sustain future payments. 
 

If you qualify for assistance, funds will be paid directly to your lender, county treasurer, or condo 
association. 

REQUIREMENTS 

The Whitewater Township Fire                        

Department is always looking for part-time 

paid firefighters to join our family 

 

                                                             

 

 

If you have what it takes and enjoy a sense of                 
community, please contact                                                          

Fire Chief Brandon Flynn for details. 

firechief@whitewatertownship.org                                           

Not quite ready for the commitment?  You can always 

follow excitement on our Facebook page. 

 facebook.com/whitewaterFD 

mailto:firechief@whitewatertownship.org
mailto:firechief@whitewatertownship.org


2018 Year at a Glance   

 Adopted Ordinance No. 52 – Establishment of Whitewater Township Fire Department   

 Approved Grand Traverse Metro Mutual Aid Agreement 

 Approved Elk Rapids Mutual Aid Agreement 

 Adopted Elk Rapids Mutual Aid Agreement as the township’s standard mutual aid agreement, including the cost recovery schedule  

 Whitewater Township Fire Department – 3/30/18 Approve New Members: Tim Arbenowske, Eric Arbenowske, Nick Carpenter, Micaiah 

Foust, Dylan Gilbert, Jeremy Jennett, Drew Jeurink, Matt Koeplin, Mike Stephenson, and Dave Tilley  

 Adopted Resolution #18-04 Intent to Issue WMDLS Special Assessment District Refunds 

 Adopted 2018/2019 budget 3/20/18 

 Adopted Resolution #18-03  Township Board Regular Meeting dates for 2018/2019 

 Approved Grand Traverse County Road Commission Brine Agreement 3/13/18 

 Approved motion to provide $1,000 annually to Milton Township for a period of 5 years for the Milton Township Waterfront Park, start-

ing 2018/2019 fiscal year 

 Appointment of Cheryl Goss as 2018/2019 Parks & Recreation Administrator on 3/27/18 

 Adopted Resolution #18-10 Whitewater Township Mutual Aid Fee Schedule  

 Former Firefighter/EMS Tom Emerson passed away unexpectedly on May 10th, 2018 

 DNR Cooperative Mutual Aid Agreement in place 

 Award Contract for Road/Site Work at Whitewater Township Park to Avery Excavating for $20,000 

 Contracted with Area Waste for the 2018 Cleanup Day which was held on 6/09/18 

 5/08/18 Fire Chief position was offered to Brandon Flynn at a $55,000 per year salary, including pension contribution, or the option of a 

$60,000 annual salary without a pension contribution, plus $40 per month stipend for cell phone and use of the 2009 Ford Expedition 

 Received a total of $223,350.85 after the dissolution of Grand Traverse Rural Fire, along with all firefighting vehicles and equipment at 

time of dissolution 

 Approve Whitewater Township Fire Department Logo/Patch Design 

 All the Fire Department members were honored at the Shining Stars banquet in May for their outstanding commitment to our community 

 The Whitewater Township Fire Department has a new Facebook page 

 Adopted Resolution #18-13 Chain of Lakes Water Trail Designations in Whitewater Township for Paddle Antrim 

 Purchased new Bizfon phone system to replace damaged system at a cost of $1,762.00 

 New signage for trash removal was placed at the Battle Creek Natural Area parking “Leave No Trace” 

 New Fire Chief Brandon Flynn start date 5/28/18.  Chief Flynn has appointed Nick Carpenter as Assistant Chief and Tim Arbenowske as 

Captain  

 5/21/18 Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee were successful on the Rotary Good Works grant for $5,000 for Hi Pray Park            

improvements 

 Emergency Services Building Open House took place on Saturday, June 23rd, from 11 am to 2 pm 

 Approved purchase of fitness equipment for Emergency Services Building from McLain Cycle & Fitness 5/31/18, at a cost                                

of  $11,982.82.  The cost was paid for equally from the Fire Fund and Ambulance Fund. 

 Clearwater Township & Fife Lake Township Mutual Aid Agreements in place 7/10/18 

 Chief Flynn introduced Alex Johnson as a new firefighter  

 Received two 2% grants from the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians totaling $12,500 that were submitted by the 

Park & Rec Advisory Committee for batting cage, shed, pitching machine, dugouts, tennis backboard, and nature trail improvements 

 Fire Department attended the Harbor Days parade on 8/4/18  

 Ambulance millage renewal passed on August 7, 2018 ballot. This is a renewal of the current millage (1.4929), originally passed in No-

vember 2014, to continue 24/7 advanced life support ambulance service to our community. 

 Adopted Ordinance #53,  National Flood Insurance Program FEMA, public hearing on 8/28/18 

 Installed an interior tanker filler for the Fire Department at a cost of $1,375  

 Appointed Ryan Stibbs to a 2-year position as Whitewater Township Abandoned Buildings Hearing officer; the term will end 12/31/2019 

 Approved 3-year contract with AD Assessing with a 3% per year increase 

 Firefighter Andrew Jeurink moved out of the area.  

 Chief Flynn represented the fire department at the funeral of Gerald Dittrich, who was an active member of the department, along with   

his wife Louella, for over 30 years.  

 Mr. Chuck Decker retired from the Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee.  Chuck was instrumental in writing the 2% Tribal              

Grants in 2018.  Thank you for your service!  

 Adopted Resolution #18-17 to Set Rates for Cemetery Services.  Burial Space $200.00, Casket Interment Fee $500.00, 

Cremains Interment Fee $150.00 

 Unexpected death of our Zoning Administrator Denny Habedank on September 24th, 2018 

 Appointment of Interim Zoning Administrator, Chris Weinzapfel on 10/4/18.   

 The Easling Pool reopened on 10/01/18  after a 3-year closure for renovations 

 43rd Annual Community Halloween Party 10/13/18, 2nd year held in Whitewater Township Park/Campground  

 Hired Fleis & VanderBrink to create a conceptual plan for day use/boat launch area at Whitewater Township Park 

 Hired new Zoning Administrator Lindsey Wolf on 11/27/18.  Start date to be determined  

  

 



 

Cheryl Goss   

“Details, Details” . . . From the Clerk 
 

 

With all of the negative news concerning election results in other states, some might be eager to know a little more 
about the election system in Michigan.  Did you know that Michigan has the most decentralized election system in 
the nation?  It does.  At the top is the Secretary of State, the “chief election officer,” and the Bureau of Elections.  
Together, they administer the state’s election laws and provide oversight and training to election officials, among 
other duties.  There are 1,604 election officials in Michigan (83 county clerks, 280 city clerks, and 1,241 township 
clerks).  Each city and township clerk is the election administrator for their jurisdiction.  City and township clerks 
receive election assistance from the county clerk, who orders ballots and does the programming of the tabulating (counting) equipment 
for all of the jurisdictions in their county.  Township and city clerks don’t get tabulator programming online or from a foreign country, as 
some have suggested.   

Upon receipt of the tabulator programming and ballots, election law requires that the tabulator programming be tested twice (one of 
which is a public test) to “demonstrate if the electronic tabulating equipment will accurately count the votes cast for all offices and on all 
questions.”  This testing is overseen by your local election administrator, i.e., township or city clerk, and must show 100% accuracy in 
tabulating the results.  Sometimes a preliminary accuracy test will reveal a programming error.  In that case, corrected programming will 
be provided by the county clerk and accuracy testing will be re-done to ensure 100% accuracy in tabulating results.   

You may be wondering about the security of the tabulator.  Once election programming is installed on the tabulator by way of an        
approved and certified USB drive, it is not possible for a separate device to interface with the tabulator in order to overwrite or change 
the programming.  The tabulator is not connected to the Internet during accuracy testing or voting.  The modem in the tabulator which is 
used to transmit unofficial results to the county clerk’s office on election night is not able to receive transmissions.  The modem is only 
able to initiate communication over a secure and encrypted connection to a designated host site (county clerk) in order to transmit     
results.   

Paper ballots add another layer of security to Michigan elections.  No one can “hack” the paper ballots, which are removed from the   
tabulator bin and stored in an approved ballot container on election night.  These paper ballots stay in the local jurisdiction until the end 
of their required retention period, 22 months after the certified canvass in the case of an election with state or federal offices.  If the 
results of an election are questioned, and if all the proper ballot storage procedures have been followed, the paper ballots can be        
recounted, either by machine or hand count.   

Some of you may point to the problems with the November 2016 presidential recount in Michigan and the news reports of Detroit      
precincts where the number of paper ballots did not match the number of voters shown in the poll book, especially the precinct where 
there were 306 voters and only 50 ballots, making it look like ballots had been fed through the tabulator more than once.  You may not 
have heard that the Michigan Bureau of Elections conducted extensive audits of 136 precincts in Detroit at that time and found that, by 
and large, human error, not illegal activity, was to blame for the discrepancies.  In fact, in the precinct cited, the BOE was able to confirm 
that all but one of the missing ballots had been left behind in the tabulator on election night.  This is sloppy work on the part of election 
workers in that precinct (lack of training?) to be sure, but there was no voter fraud or illegal activity.  The BOE issued a 27-page report 
detailing their audit findings.  I’d be happy to supply that report to anyone who is interested, either in hard copy or e-mail link.   

Having administered 14 elections thus far, I can tell you with certainty that the people who are involved in election administration in 
Michigan, from the state to the local level, want the same thing that voters do:  An election system that is reliable, accurate, and secure.  
We have a reliable, accurate, and secure election system in Michigan, and you can be assured that your votes are counted at every     
election, whether you voted via absentee ballot or in the precinct.   

If you would like more in-depth information about voting or elections, feel free to contact me at (231) 267-5141, ext 24, or  
clerk@whitewatertownship.org. 

Happy Holidays to all! 

 

            Whitewater Township Clerk  

 

What do elves eat for breakfast?........  Snow flakes 

What do you get if you cross Santa with a 

Duck?.......     A Christmas Quacker! 

Why is it so cold at Christmas?.......... Because it is in DecemBrrrr Christmas JOKES 

mailto:clerk@whitewatertownship.org


 

2/14/2019 

2/15/2019 

2/14/2019 

2/15/2019 

2/28/2019 

3/01/2019 

3/01/2019 

 

Winter Tax bills due without interest by     

A 1% interest each month for delinquent Winter Taxes starting  

Summer 2018 Deferment must be paid by    

A 3% penalty will be assessed on delinquent taxes starting            

Last day to pay your property taxes at Whitewater Township Hall         

Delinquent 2018 Real Property taxes are turned over to GT County             

A 4% penalty plus a 1% interest fee will be assessed by GTC starting on        
 

Personal Property Taxes starting with the numbers: 28-13-900 will continue to be collected at the Township        

Treasurer’s office as they do not get turned over to the County.  Treasurer’s office accepts postmarks.  Payments 

mailed must be postmarked by February 14, 2019, to not incur penalty & interest fees from the Township.    
 

Partial payments are accepted.  When paying by CASH, please have the exact amount of your tax bill.  I thank you 

for your understanding in this matter.  After March 1, 2019, please call Grand Traverse County Treasurer’s office for the 

correct payoff amount due at 231-922-4535. 
 

 Please contact me if you have any questions, I am always happy to help.     

  Treasurer’s Corner  -   Ardella Benak 

Ardella M. Benak  

Dates to Remember…………………….. 

I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
From my family to yours, here's wishing you a safe and joyous holiday season. 

Hey . . .    Have You Seen What’s New at the Parks?   
 

The Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) has been very busy this year planning and implementing improvements 

at local parks!   

 

They built a new batting cage at Hi Pray Park!  The batting cage is located along the south fence 

of the main ball field.  A new shed was also installed to house a pitching machine.  In 2019, the 

nets will be installed for the batting cage, and rules will be developed for use of the facility.   

 

New dugouts at the main ball field and a backboard for the tennis court are on the list of                     

improvements to be completed in 2019.   

 

A big thank-you to the Rotary Club of Traverse City and the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 

Chippewa Indians for providing a large share of the funding for the batting cage, shed, pitching        

machine, dugouts, and tennis backboard!   

 

Also, the Hi Pray Park tennis courts and basketball court will be cleaned in 2019 and the second            

tennis court will be striped for pickle ball.     

 

Over at Whitewater Township Park, the committee worked on installation of refurbished playground 

equipment in the campground. Keep an eye out over the winter for the opportunity to provide input 

on a new conceptual plan for the day use and boat launch areas at Whitewater Township Park.       

 

Another project of the committee was to install kiosks, signs, and benches in Battle Creek Natural 

Area, Lossie Road Nature Trail, and at Whitewater Township Park.  Some folks from the Grand Traverse Land Conservancy 

have offered to help with determining where these items should be placed to improve the public’s experience at these parks.   

 

Another big thank-you goes to the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians for providing a portion of the         

funding for these trail improvements! 

 

Volunteer Opportunities in Spring 2019:  The committee will be looking for volunteers to clean up the base-

ball diamonds at Hi Pray Park and to help with installation of signs, benches and kiosks in other parks.  

Watch for more information in the township’s spring newsletter!   
 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=787&id=100000744661156


In May of 1948 a meeting was held by residents of Acme and 

Whitewater Townships for the purpose of creating a volunteer fire           

organization. This information gathered from the township archives  

affirms the beginning of what is now known as the Whitewater           

Township Fire Department.  After many different titles and several fire 

station locations, one thing has remained consistent, and that is the  responsibility to answer an emergency call.  Our last change 

took place in April of 2018, a mere 70 years after the first meeting was held - and as promised, it was a seamless transition.  

Regardless of what we are called or what building we house our fire trucks, we will continue to respond to any and all            

emergency calls for our community. 
 

Now that the transition is complete, the fire department can concentrate on normal daily operations such as training, equipment 

maintenance, public education and of course responding to emergency calls.  We have been busy with preparing for an ISO 

(Insurance Services Office, Inc.) evaluation which helps determine homeowner insurance rates.  Your fire department also     

participates in fire alarm drills and lock-down drills conducted on a regular basis at our schools.  Furthermore, in accordance 

with the township fire prevention ordinance, our local businesses can expect a friendly visit from me as we are in the process of 

updating our pre-incident survey information that includes a self-inspection form.  Along with our local obligations, the              

Whitewater Township Fire Department is active with the Grand Traverse County Emergency Management & Homeland       

Security agency and also our neighboring fire departments.  Collectively we are able to provide a public safety blanket to our 

community for incidents that exceed our span of control such as large commercial building fires, technical rescue 

and hazardous materials calls.   
 

Grand Traverse County participates in the Code Red system that communicates critical information to those       

citizens that participate.  All residents are encouraged to register for emergency notifications through the                 

Code Red system.  Go to the Grand Traverse County website for more information. 

 

Bear Sightings in Whitewater Township 
Each year, we hear about bear sightings in Whitewater Township.  In June, a bear was sighted more than once at Whitewater Township 

Park, and may have been traveling with a juvenile.  Bear have recently been sighted in the Skegemog Point Road and Battle Creek Natural 

Area.  There have been many sightings on the south side of M-72 as well.  The DNR has confirmed that Whitewater Township is definitely 

“bear country”! 
 

The DNR has a great publication entitled “Preventing Bear Problems in Michigan.”  All of the following information has been reprinted 

from that publication. 
 

Black bear have enormous appetites, an excellent sense of smell, and are capable of remembering the locations of reliable food sources from 

year to year.  They will travel great distances to find food.  When natural foods such as tender vegetation, nuts, berries, and insects are 

scarce, bear are likely to come into contact with people.  Problems occur when bear attempt to or actually feed on human foods, garbage, pet 

foods, or birdseeds.  Although most bear are secretive and shy by nature, they will tolerate contact with people in these situations.  Because 

they are large and powerful animals, they must be respected.  To avoid possible confrontations and property damage from bear, the most 

effective and long-lasting strategy is prevention. 
 

The DNR offers the following tips to prevent potential problems. 

 

Bear Encounters: 

 If a bear comes into camp, a residential area, or is encountered while hiking, first try to scare it off by hollering – leaving a clear           

unobstructed escape route for the bear. 

 If the bear stands its ground, makes threatening sounds, or bluff charges, you are too close.  Take slow steps backward. 

 In the rare event of an attack, fight back with a pan, backpack, stick or even your bare hands.  

Black bears have retreated in similar situations. 
 

Bear attracted to garbage or other food sources around residences or businesses: 

 Keep garbage and odor at a minimum by removing trash often and cleaning container with         

disinfectant. 

 Keep garbage in a secured area or in a secured container with a metal, lockable lid until disposal. 

 Keep pet food inside or in a secured area. 

 Put out only enough seed for birds to consume in one day.  Bring in bird feeders at night and clean 

up spilled seed on the ground.  Stop feeding birds if a bear is attracted to the feeder. 

 Keep barbecue grill and picnic tables clean. 
 

Bear in a tree in a residential area: 

Clear all people and dogs from the site to allow the bear to come down from the tree and leave.  Treed 

bear are more inclined to leave on their own at dark, if undisturbed.  If a crowd cannot be dispersed,  

call the DNR RAP Hotline (1-800-292-7800) or a local law enforcement agency. 

ALERT 

http://www.co.grand-traverse.mi.us/288/CodeRED                              Fire Chief   -   Brandon Flynn  

http://www.co.grand-traverse.mi.us/288/CodeRED


The annual spaghetti dinner and silent auction fundraiser was held in September.  There were 

door prizes, silent auction items, fun and food by the area’s top spaghetti chefs served up hot and tasty by 

the emergency services personnel.  Thank you to all who came out to enjoy the food, fun and festivities. 

 
 

Halloween in the Park was a fun-tastic success! 
The 43rd Annual Fire Department Community Halloween Party was held at           

Whitewater Township Park on October 13.  Free to all, there were games, 

face painting, balloons, food, cider, piñatas, tractor rides and campsite trick or treating.  

Campsites were decorated and gift card prizes were awarded for first, second and third place, $100, $50 and $25                

respectively.  We had 44 campsites available for the fun and only a couple were not rented and decorated.  You WILL 

want to plan ahead for 2019 to get in on the park’s final weekend of camping for the year and take advantage of the                 

discounted rates! 
 

There are a lot of people who help to make these events so much fun.                           

Thank you to all!! 

We get generous support from our local businesses, groups and individuals. 

A special thanks to AIS, Alden Mill House, American Business Solutions, Classic Farm Equipment, the Fire Department 

personnel, GeoCamo, Ginop Sales, GT Butterfly House and Bug Zoo, Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa       

Indians, Grand Traverse Plastics, Jan Donkers, Junior’s Tire, Meijer, MMR, NW Engine Exchange, Orchard View Farms, 

The Park Rangers, Renee’s House of Quilting, Rennie Orchards, Rog’s Garage, Send’s Farm Market, Swanny’s Market,  

The Copy Shop, Tim Shaffer, Top of the Line Crane Service, WESA, Whitewater Township Park, Williamsburg United       

Methodist Church, and all the people, friends and family who help to make these events possible!!  
 

WESA is Looking to Expand its Membership.  We offer assistance and refreshments to the crews during emergencies.  

We do picnics and/or dinners for our ambulance and fire department crews and their families as a thank you for their      

dedication to our community.  We put on the fundraiser and help with the annual Halloween party.  We only meet a few 

times a year so there is not a huge time commitment.  It is extremely rewarding and we definitely have a lot of laughs and 

fun.  For more information please call Rod:  231-632-7314 or Lois:  231-735-3987. 

Fall is a Happening Time for the Whitewater Emergency Services Auxiliary (WESA) 

Donations of unwrapped toys can be 

dropped off at any Tom’s Food Market 

from 11/10/18 - 12/14/18.  Fox Motors  

& Bill Marsh will continue to collect   

until 12/21/18. 

Every year they are short in two            

categories – teenagers and infants. If 

you'd like to donate for these age groups, 

it would be appreciated .                                                             

To request a toy, call Father Fred  at:         

231-947-2055 or The Salvation Army at: 

231-946-4644.  www.toysfortots.org  

Because Every child deserves 

a Merry Christmas. To            

request a list for donations 

call: 231-946-8975 ext. 1046 

Feeding the Hungry this Christmas Season 
8925 M72 East 

Williamsburg, Michigan 49690 

231 938-2990 

actsstorepantry@gmail.com 

Mill Creek Elementary 
 

Stop by and pick a tag 

off the giving tree in 

the front lobby. Help a 

family to have a    

Merry Christmas this 

year.  Call:                           

231-267-9955 

9039 Old M-72 

Williamsburg, MI 49690 

 

mailto:actsstorepantry@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Friends, 

2018 sure was a year full of changes in Whitewater Township, and the summertime months seem to roll by faster and 

faster each year!  
 

One of the major changes in 2018 is the legalization of recreational  marihuana in the State of Michigan making it legal 

to possess and use the product in the State. Whitewater Township residents still oppose all things associated with the 

substance, including medicinal uses. The Township Board is reviewing   options to prohibit the production and sale of 

recreational marihuana products, similar medicinal, in the Township, while protecting the rights of those who wish to 

agriculturally produce industrial hemp. Lots of work is needed in the coming months to understand this new legal position.  
 

There were two small, County Road Commission, millage funded, construction projects    slated for the summer, most notably the Elk Lake 

Road tar, chip and fog seal project. Both    projects fell victim to the highway labor dispute that took place over the summer and were not 

started.  The current plan is to keep both projects in the lineup for 2019. Moving forward with shared funding cooperative repair projects 

between the Road Commission and the Township is the best way to make progress on our deteriorating roads. Funding demands from other       

Township Departments continue decreasing the amount of money available for the repairs each year and it is becoming clear, alternate 

sources of funding, will be needed to generate township matching funds of future projects if we want to gain ground on this subject. 
 

Another significant change for 2018 is the startup of the Whitewater Township Fire Department. Fire Chief Brandon Flynn is doing a great 

job building the Department from settling into the newly expanded space, writing specifications for a new combination pumper tanker truck, 

and grant writing duties the entire staff has been very busy. Thank you to each and every member of the Department for his or her time in-

vestment. Your community appreciates YOU! 
 

In the brainstorming stages, is a way to provide an advanced alert to residents of when important topics are being brought up for discussion 

with the various Township Boards, Commissions, and Committees, including clearer (more to the point) agenda topic headings. About three 

times in 2018, I heard from different citizens and neighborhoods that the Township needed improvements in this area because of proposed 

Zoning Ordinance changes that were not well described. With all of the social media, email, and other ways of           

communication, I must admit it is challenge to stay on the cutting edge. As always, and possibly the most rewarding 

way to remain active in the community, is to apply for a membership post on one of the Boards, Commissions, and 

Committees. If you have any interest in serving please stop by, call, or email me at 231-267-5141 or                                 

supervisor@whitewatertownship.org for an application. I will be happy to get you the materials! 
 

 Happy Holidays 

Supervisor’s  -  Update 

Ron Popp                                                             

Whitewater Township Supervisor 

2018 has been a hard year for Whitewater 

Township.  We as a community have lost two 

very extraordinary individuals.  Tom Emerson, 

Elk Rapids Police Chief, township resident and  

former Firefighter/EMT for Whitewater     

Township, passed away on May 10th, 2018. 
 

Denny Habedank Whitewater Township Zoning 

Administrator passed away September 24th, 

2018.   
 

Both Tom and Denny will be greatly missed by 

all who knew and loved them.  As I sat down to 

write this article, it quickly became obvious how 

much these two men were alike in so many ways.  

Ironically, both men had long careers in law     

enforcement.  Whereas Denny was never a      

firefighter, it didn’t stop him from running into a 

burning home to save two small children. Family meant everything to 

them and both had a strong commitment to community service.     

Wherever they went, whatever they became involved in, it became 

quickly apparent that they were people you could count on.  You’ve 

heard people say “he’s good people right there” Well, Tom and Denny 

were just that, good people to the core.     
 

As this year comes to a close, stop and take notice of the people who 

surround you, make the time to appreciate them.  Life is too short, as 

we are so often reminded.             

Loved, Respected and Greatly Missed  Groundwater/Surface Contamination 

Found on  MDOT Railroad Parcel in 

Whitewater Township 

Phase I & Phase II Environmental Site Assessments 

were conducted on a MDOT Parcel of Land behind 

the Emergency Services Building on Old M-72 in 

Whitewater Township.   
 

Otwell Mawby performed the testing and reported,   

“The laboratory sample results have identified soil           

impact that exceeds MDEQ Part 201 GCC – Residential 

criteria for Groundwater Surface Water Interface          

Protection and Direct Contact Criteria in soil; and as a 

result of the Direct Contact Criteria exceedances.”  
 

Whitewater Township had planned to purchase this     

parcel from MDOT to expand parking at the Fire Station, 

But there was consensus by the Township Board not to       

purchase due to the unknown cost of cleaning up the 

contamination.   
 

Supervisor Popp was tasked with notification of adjacent 

landowners of the contamination and providing 

them with a copy of the Phase I and II reports.  

Questions should be directed to MDOT.  

Ardella Benak 

mailto:supervisor@whitewatertownship.org
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