
WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 6, 2013
Call to Order by Chairperson Dean 7:00 pm
Roll Call:  Lyons, Lawson, Mangus, Miller, Bowerman, Dean
Absent:  Link

Also in attendance:  Supervisor Popp and 2 in audience

Set/Adjust Agenda - None
Approval of Minutes of 2/20/2013 Regular Meeting:  Motion to approve by Lyons, seconded by Lawson.  

All in favor.  Motion Carried.    
Declaration of Conflict of Interest:   None
Public Comment:  Vaughn Harshfield, 4404 N. Broomhead Rd.  Appreciate the deadline set on the Master Plan.  Question:  Every meeting, no one ever has a conflict of interest.  If a property owner of the RC1 has an opportunity to gain financially should they not declare a conflict?  Response by Mangus.  Harshfield would like to see specifics on how this is all set.  It may come up when this (the Master Plan) goes to the public.  Dean:  We may need to discuss that.  With the Master Plan we are not setting an ordinance, it is general.  
Public Hearing:  None
Reports: 
Correspondence:  Michigan Planner; Gosling-Czubak grants and loans; OHM Grants Information; FEMA report.
Zoning Administrator:  None
TC-TALUS:  None
Township Board Representative:  Lawson:  None    
Chair:  None
Old Business:

1.  Master Plan, Review and discuss last four paragraphs of Part 5.  Will cover changes in Multi-family/Residential.  
Drop the restatement of each title in each definition.

Mobile home park designation location.  Consensus with changes.  

Mixed use village: take out the descriptives like “quaint appearance”.  Possibly include an explanation of how it developed before zoning was established.  Master Plan is a forward looking document.  Minimize the verbiage.  Use the word “may include”.   Consensus with changes.
General Commercial, remove the word General.  Remove the whole first sentence.  Use the words “may” and “can”.  “An area that accomodates goods and services and may generate higher traffic volumes.”  Include “goods and services”.  Consensus with changes.
Limited Industrial – Remove the word Limited.  Keep the first sentence and remove all else.  The special use permits specifically addresses the details.  Consensus with changes.

Homework:  review the rest of Part 5
Other designation possibilities:  Open space and woodlands, utility and publicly owned.  Are these in covered in other areas?
2. Present first draft revision Master Plan Part 6

a. Pat Miller: Goal was to keep it short
b. Ron Popp:  Agrees.
c. Others:  Discussion:   Regional Arterial is M72. 
Major arterial:  moderate to heavy traffic volumes.  
Principal collectors:  “lower” instead of  “less”. 
Secondary collectors:  lower instead of less and scratch Baggs Rd., add Deal Rd. 
Local Roads: okay.  
Tourist Roads:  okay.  
Seasonal Roads:   okay.  
Private Roads:  Privately owned and maintained for access to private property.  
Pedestrian and Bike Path:  Add recreation, remove “across the Northern. . .”  through to the end.  Take out “non-motorized” describing collaborative groups.  Halstead:  Are you going to support taking property from people to create the paths?  It is up to the land owners and residents, Whitewater Township will only monitor.  Take out “sustainable”.  Consensus on Transportation Plan with changes.
New Business:
1. Reschedule March 20, 2013, PC Meeting.   Schedule for March 18.  
2. Set next meeting agenda:  Homework:  Review the first page of Part 5.  Consider adding Open space/woodland, public areas and communications and utilities.  New copies of 5 and a final read through on 6 from Popp.  For New Business:  Charts and tables, data and reference section and supporting materials have not been gone through yet, look at for future planning.  Need to go through Future Land Use Map.  
Public Comment:  7923 Cook road, Kim Halstead, Tabled Items are these all ordinance items?  Yes.  Rental and Vacation homes – vacations are coming up.  Village Fences, not allowed to have spiked top fences, the township put up a spiked fence at the cemetery, looks two faced.
Continuing Education:  None
Adjournment:   9:00 p.m.
TABLED ITEMS: Non-conformities; Permitted and Special Uses; Essential Services; Fences in the Village District; 

TC-TALUS; Rental Vacation Home Ordinance; Road Map with setbacks and boundaries;
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lois MacLean 
Recording Secretary

(approved 3/18/2013)
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