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Whitewater Township 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Minutes for Monday, May 11, 2015 

Call to order 7:03 p.m. 

Roll Call:   Melton,Cosgrove, Leach, Donkers 

Absent:  Butler, Hubbell 

  

Also in attendance Recording Secretary, MacLean 

Set / Approve Agenda:  Set 

Declaration of Conflict of Interest:  None 

Public Comment:   

Whitney Braden, 7176 Bunkerhill Rd., Williamsburg, 3rd generation of WWT, son (4th generation) has severe cerebral palsy, no 

place in the community for recreational facilities for the handicapped at the parks or at Whitewater Township Park.  Need 

handicapped accessible facilities.  Recommend approaching the Whitewater Township Board.  Braden is willing to help with 

fund raising. 

Phil Knapp, address,  re: Lossie Trail:  There is a hazard because someone put 3 2”x6”x10’ long boards through the wet area.  It 

is the area that should be being addressed.  West end, off Cook Road, about ¼ mile in and only about 60’ long that needs to be 

addressed.  That would be a low cost project.  Jasper Creek, is the trail into the east end of Skegemog Lake and is getting 

worked on right now.  There are tracks from a 4x4 in there. 

Township Board request was made last summer to look at the plug in Battle Creek.  The DNR, DEQ and Conservation District 

have all expressed interest in the issue.  Knapp also presented to the Three Lakes Council of Elk Rapids.  The Board made no 

comment.  To Knapp:  What is the concern?   Knapp:  The stream is a brook trout stream.  It is the largest feeder into the lake.  

Contact information given to Melton.  Three Lakes Association has done a study in the area regarding bloom at the mouth of 

the creek at the lake. 

 

Approval of Minutes of  April 13, 2015:  Postpone.  Hold off until next month, some do not recall getting the minutes. 

Reports/Presentations/Announcements/Comments:   

Donkers:  Apple Fence was contacted today about Petobego gate.  She said they will call and get it done this week. 

Melton:  Appreciates all the help with Hi Pray park and the ball diamond, work and equipment.  The very next day people 

were there ready to use the diamond.  Would like a small chunk of chain link fence to use as a drag for the diamond.  Looks  

like someone drove through the diamond.  Possibly it was the electric workers.  Osprey nest, looking into putting up a second 

post to entice the birds to build a nest on it.  Bases were donated, volunteer labor, paint had already been paid for, the only 

thing that we had to pay for was the diamond dust, approximately $700.  Up to $6000 for roof, general park repairs, electrical 

improvements, landscaping …  Reroof of the pavilion, $2000-$3000, automated lock system runs $800 - $1500 per lock. Lloyd 

Miracle is looking to input a bid to include the roof and locking system.  Locks would be for the restrooms only.  Key code locks 

for the other doors.  Storage locks would likely be a regular keyed lock.  Sign needs to be repaired.  The only thing unfinished 

of major need is the roof.  Was told home plate needs to be replaced at the upper field.  Anything else anyone sees needs to 

be addressed at Hi Pray.  Has Popp gotten a bid on the lights?  The bleachers at the lower field needs to addressed, 2”x8” or 

2”x10”s.    At this point the lights are not an issue as there are no leagues scheduled for late games.  The safety of getting the 

wires up correctly is important.  Leach recommends possibly getting the bulbs out of the light pole where bird nest is.   

MOTION by Cosgrove for the chair to approach the supervisor to reallocate funds for safety reasons to fix the bleachers, second 

by Leach.  (Cosgrove will get quotes).  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
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Lawn care maintenance is handled through the Township’s recreation maintenance.   

**Cheryl (Clerk) notes that the lock system that is currently being used is working well.  Mr. Miracle (Lloyd) will get a key for 

ball equipment access.   Lloyd said he would get the lock information together. 

 

Anyone willing to take on the task of making the changes / updating the Draft Rec Plan?  After discussion the Committee 

would like the Recording Secretary to continue to update the Draft Rec Plan. 

 

Old Business: 

1.  Table the project budget discussion.  Many updates will be better addressed when the plan is done in hopes of getting  

grants and other funding help.  Updates for playground equipment and handicap updates are likely easier to get grants and 

funds for from outside sources.  Donkers recalls discussion of getting the Petobego property line surveyed, west line, south of 

Angell Road.  Possible funding for that project. 

Melissa will get the updated budget information for the Rec Fund for the next meeting. 

Melissa will get clarity on the budget and the possibility of rolling forward unused funds with the intention of possibly 

addressing larger projects. 

 

2.  Update of the Draft Rec Plan Discussion and Chair requested individual members review the plan and come back with 

additional input. 

New Business:  

1.  No new business 

Next meeting June 8, 2015 

 Topics:  Draft Rec Plan 

  

Public Comment:  None 

Adjournment at 9:03  p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lois MacLean 

Recording Secretary 


